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_ tb ſuffer him to beat them of theJofty' wings's 
his n ſublime imaginztien, ever the expanded 
ocean to different countries and diſtant climates, 
Fe ſhould have thought migbt have warm'd the 


moroſeſt cynic'into a tafte of pleaſure, ad have 


yet we once remember in a” collverſation,” tg 
have heard a gentleman treat theſe Very choruſes, 


fay dully) pronouncing ſentener, Fhab ttiey were 
contrary to all form and order; and only the 


wild reveries of an unbridled imagination. On 
1 fuck « Critics juftly may obey: with Tetence - 5 


(Met Vie! 7 JN £5 
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And between Fuchs abthors a8 en {i 1 
ay more thereare) and ſuch critics as our before- 
mention'd gentleman;- who would blame anyone 
for acting, as Terence in the ſame” prologue s 
faid to 42 'by ſome e Author 'of heyy 
{credits ; | | : i 
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When a judicious writer | 
Gterkan men for their imaginations, and deſires 
them to indulge both him and themſelves by 
playing with their fancies, ſhould. any man be 
ſo perverſely ſour as to ſit in ſtrict judgment; or 
if on the other hand, where the judgment ought 
to be employed, ſhould he give a looſe to his 
own wild imaginations,” all time and place mult 
be confuſed, and every image” mul be dittotted 5 
into abſurdity. ED JO Jet, n WADE RT 
With the two principal nds in view; to fie | 
tertain and to inſtruct (not to mention another 
principal view, which hath undoubtedly produ- 
ced more volumes than either of the Srmel, 5 
but, however ſeriouſly important to the writer, 


hf (- 40 WW. Ween reg Rn OV 


e 
4 * 


4 is too ludicrous to find more than this curſory - | 

„ notice here) various have been the methods taken 1 

e for thoſe purpoſes. Arioſto, Spenſer,” and even i 
6 Milton, ran into allegory, as there is nothing = 
8 to v Which a great and lively imagination is ſo | 
n | profit: It is a flight by which the human wit ll 
5 attempts at one and hy fame time to/inveftigate ||| 
NʒVIù TW objects, and conſequently is fitted only ta | 9 
„ tte moſt exalted geniuſes.” It ſhould therefore 
* : be very ſparingly practiſed, leſt, whilſt the writer i 


Plays Win, his own fancies, and diverts himſelf 
| B 2 by 
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he ſhould ſoar out of the view of bis readers, 


leaving them in confuſion and perplexity to ex- 


71 255 his viewleſs track. 


1 Thoſe who would. Atta: ne | ane . 


mon flights muſt, we are very ſenſible, have the 


ſame uncommon geniuſes; ; Otherwiſe they would 


make as ridiculous a figure as thoſe poęts men- 


tioned by Horace, who, to prove their title to 


natural genius, went unſhaved and ſlobenly into 


the publick walks, becauſe Democritus had ſaid 


that nature was better than art. But with 
* ſmall portion of real genius, and a warm 
agination, an author ſurejy may be permitted 
ittle to expand his wings, and to wander in 


fork aerial fields of fancy, provided the well- 5 


known fable of Icarus beats this prudent advice 
to his ear, that be ſoar not to ſuch dangerous 
heights from whence kf ne lh he MAY, fall to 


4 Namp'd » with ſome outward images is not 1 — 


W 774 * K 


rich matter as is de about in every. chap- 


ter, requires a very ſearching and attentive 
mind. Vet it is hardly to be doubted but the : 


free manner of writing, which he aſſumed, was 


moſt fitted, to his own genius, and by chypſing 


_ other he might have we ae of pe force and 
7 — energy 
2 Meet art of poetry. ane r . 


for ſuch a deviation. 
of ſome of thoſe writings, both as to humour, 


oblivion. 


191 


energy of TY images, which could not have been 
| compenlated: by regularity and method: fx. 


Eſſay- writing is perhaps of all others the eaſieſt” : 
for the author, and requires little more than what 


is called a fluency of words, and a vivacity of 


expreſſion, to avoid dullneſs: but without Tuch' 


à real foundation of matter, as is to be found in 


the above-mentioned author, and in ſome few 


others of our own nation, whoſe names are too | 
obvious to need repeating, an eſſay- writer is 


very apt, like Dogberry in Shakeſpear's Much 


a do about Nothing, to think, that if he _ the 


tediouſneſs of a king, he would! 'beffow it! all 
upon his readers. It is on this account in all 


likelihood, that ſtories and novels have been ſo; 
much more ſought after than meer eſſays. Yet 
| ories and novels have flowed in ſuch abundance 


for theſe laſt ten years,' that we would wiſh,” if 


much beaten. There are two obvious reaſons 


One is the real excellence 


character, moral, and every other proper requi- 
ſite, which (without an affected humility) we 


by no means promiſe fully to equal, much leſs to 
ſurpaſs; and the other reaſon is, that we may 
not be thrown aſide as increaſing the number of 
that ſet of trifling performances, whoſe names 


we preſume are moſt of them already devoted to 
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For although a decent modeſty of not 
| boaſting ourſelves equal to the beſt may not be 

miſbecoming;' yet the ſame modeſty would re- 
ſtrain us from impoſing on the public what we 
thought below: oy i conberton. 


© When 
* When 


: poſſible, to ſtrike a little out of a road already ſa: 
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EY | When an! e 1 2 gentleman of. 
no leſs erudition than judgment) * poorly anti 

Si cipates your pardon for a bad performance, by 
4 declaring that “it was the fruits of a few idle. 
% hours; written meerly for private amuſe- 
ment; never reviſed; publiſhed againſt con - 
1 ſent, at the importunity of friends, copies 
1 (God knows how) having by ſtealth gotten, _ 
A+ Abroad; © with other tale jargon of equal, 

« falſhood and inanity; may we not afk ſuch, 
« prefacers if what they allege be true, what has 

0 the world to do with them and their crudities?“ 
And may we not farcher aſk, what can induce a. 
reader to turn one c bea beyond ſuch. contemptible. | 
Piece R 
In ͤ an ole poem, the proem generally informs, i 
you of the poet's intention in his work. He 
tells you either what he deſigns to do, or . 

Ao intreats ſome, fuperior power te 4 for bim. 


Lm, and the man fing be. FI : a 55 


an Virgil, 


The Stk of Peleus for , _ ref 3 
0 all the Grecian Woe, O Goddeſs ſing; 


| begins he immortal 3 hoſt ample © is. 
followed by our own. Milton, in 19285 Paradifs 
Loſt 55 5 8 


"Of i man's > frf PR "RO TI 1 8 
Sing heay'oly Wee Vf. 


_| 11 preface to Mus A Philoſophical Inquiry con- 7 
Wi cerning an and mc : ; 
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Eo Eg) "740 3 541575 LF „ 1 1 Lge +F 
ee A ous not only tells you wh » 
1 ſubject of his ſong, but he alſo informs you 
what. is, voir as in the e of _ 19 1 7 th 
16) 1 xp SOR POR St 190 f Tap 
b weeds re. — Wn j 57 10 e 
Now ſing, c 
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bp + Fairy Queen, and even by Virgil, if the 

© diſputed verſes in the beginning of the neid 
may de allowed to be his.. But in plain proſe, 

we beg to inform our readers, that our intention 

in the follow ing pages, is not to amuſe them 
with a number of ſurpriſing incidents and ad- 
wee but rather to paint the inward mind 
Plutarch, in the beginning of his life of Alex, 


5 entire the Great, ſays, that “ neither de the 


£ moſt glorious exploits always furniſh-us with. 


„the cleareſt diſcoveries of virtue or vice in 


e men; ſometimes a matter of leſs moment, an 
«© expreſſion, or a jeſt, informs us better of their 
<< manners and inclinations than the moſt fa- 


* mous 1 At the Ou oncampments, or -:-: 


3 pl” . vo: Fa 2 B we 92 4a 2 EE 66 "PE: 


2} | # Pre Queen, © canto the rt. 15 2 26 0 


195 crumpets bet to ö oaten: 3 


© Ile ego, qui i quonilain grarili modalatus a avens 
Carmen; et, egreſſus ſilvis, vicina coegi,. e 
It quamvis avido parerent arva colono; fe: by 
 Gratum opus agricolis : 4 nunc horrentia Maris | 
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- de d 0 1 Therefore, 
Ws ns:thoſe who draw by the life ate more exact 
ein the lines and features: of the face, from 
me The 17 8 jeh-we.may. often collectithe diſpoſition of 
. bs the perſon, than in the other parts of rise 
1 5 45 body: fo 1 ſhall endeavour, by penetrating 
Wn into, and defcibing-the-Teciet::receſſes and | 
Wy - © jmages of the ſoul,-to--exprels. the lives! of 
men, and leave their more ſhining actions 
and cee 11 de eee wk by 
1 1 7 3 f : $6 - others.” * 1 | 5 
the herin of 3 W was te abel | 
a : ns countries, 3 the baſtles of giants 
rtriſe to ber view; through gloomy” Foreſts, 
„ amongſt the dens of ſavage Feats, where at one 
ttime ſhe is in danger of being torn and deroured, 
Mt another, retarded in her flight by puzzling 
( | RE Mazes, and falls at laſt into the hands of a eruel 
If  - giant; the reader's fears will he alarmed for ber . 
Ty  fafety,; his pleaſure will ariſe on-feeing her eſcape = 
yy... from the teeth of a lion, or the paws of a fierce 
. 5 liger: if he hath. conceived any regard for the | 
1 | virtuous ſufferer, he will be delighted when ſhe - 
| . avoids being taken captive, or is reſcued by the 
_ walour, of ſome faithful knight; and with what 
Ihe Io y will he accompany her ſteps when ſhe finds 
- the right road, and gets ſafely out of the en- 
chanted dreary foreſt: But the puzzling 
mech inte which we fall throw our heroine, 
+: are; the perverſe intepretations made upon her 
ive b the lions; tigers, and giants, from which 
il L | LE We Endeavour to teſcue her, are the ſpiteful and 
h -  Inalicious kongues of her enemies. In ſhort, the 
WW . ; Alien of the kollowing work is to Arip,. as much 
|| poſſible, „ Dvz554.0r Flood, d, of all ber 
Wot egos, 
| "0 4 brake Fairy Qi, book i i. canto vii. . 


| b 91 | 1 
ſhifts. arid She z ; to hunt ler le a ox 5 
through all her doublings- and windingsz to * | 
- ſhew, that, let her imitate Truth ever ſo — 1 
yet is ſhe but a phantom; ; and, in a word, to 
- expoſe her deformity, in hopes to perſuade man- 
kind to ſhun ſo odious a companion. Nor can 
this be effected, unleſs we could awaken the 
judgment to exert itſelf, ſo as to reject all the 
- alluring bribes which the paſſions, aſſiſted by the 
: imagination, can offer. Unleſs we could prove 
Bey that to moderate, and not to inflame the paſ- 
| ng is the only-method of attaining happineſs ; 
and that it is the intereſt of man at once to uſe * | 
and to be thankful for his reaſon, and not ab- | 
T ſurdly by diſuſe to weaken its force, and at the 
ſame time vainly to boaſt of its ftrength. _ 
"Thoroughly to unfold the labyrinths of the 
an mind js an arduous taſk; and notwith- 
ſtanding the many fkilful and penetrating ſtrokes 
which are to be found in the beſt authors, there 
ſeem yet to remain ſome intricate and unopened 
receſſes in. the heart of man. In order to dive 
into thoſe receſſes, and lay them open to the | 
reader in a ſtriking and intelligible manner, it is 
neceſſary to aſſume a certain freedom in writing, Þ} 
not ſtrictly perhaps within the limits preſeribed 
by rules. Yet we deſire only to be free, and not 
licentious. We wiſh to give our imagination 
leave to play; ; but within fuch bounds as not to 
grow mad. And if we ſtep into allegory, i it ſhall 
not be out of fight of our reader. The liberty 
we deſire, is to bring one or more perſons before j 
8 an allegorical aſſembly, in order for them, truly | 
10 relate their actions and ſentiments throughout | 
their paſt lives. If it ſhould ſometimes. be found 
that our meine allegorical phantoms talk & | 
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11 10 1 | : 
ay a the kl this world, let it 83 | 
© bered that human nature is the picture we intend 

to. paint. If it ſhould be objected, that our mor- 
tal perſons confeſs to their audience, what one 
mortal is not apt to confeſs to another, let us 
plead in our defence, that our audience are meerly 
allegorical. In ſhort, as the machinery of hea- 
then poetry is at preſent denied, the defect can 
no otherwiſe be ſupplied to the writer of imagi- 
nation, but by the good-humour of the reader. 
As we ſhall conſtitute an audience to hear the 
tories of thoſe who ſhall be brought before them, 
inſtead of the common diviſions of books and 
chapters, we beg to be indulged in borrowing 

. from the ſtage the name of ſcenes. In which we 

wioiill not promiſe that every i interruption ſhall-al- 

Wh - ways ſtrictly or viſibly require a change of ſcene, 

but may be ſometimes made only in order to give 

the ſame reſpite as is given to the reader, by the 
common contrivance of chapters, as aforeſaid. 
But beſides the avoiding a worn out practice, 
and the plea of variety, which we make for this 
our method (whoſe novelty perhaps may give of- 
fenee rather than pleaſure to ſome fort of critics} 
we cannot help flattering ourſelves, that we ſhalt 
be the better enabled by chels means to ive lite 
ae action to our hiſtory. 5 
5 Although we have rect 5 8 ſtage the 
EN name of ſcenes, and generally its dialogue, yet 
have vie kept the privilege of being our own cho- 
rus, in order not only to point out the behaviour 
of our actors, which for want of a real ſtage re- 

_ preſentation could, fometimes not otherwiſe - be 

nder ſtood; but to expreſs or relate ſome thi 

which are not proper to be ſpoken by our princi- 

2” characters; z or, OP” to the Ter of 
ab - 


3 


5 F EE As. 5 


| Fi e tel hit wed cannot proniton 
| AG of our actors to tell our readers for us. 


It muſt be allowed that ebaracters ſhould be 
e to gain our attention, and ſome degree 


of ſympathy / is neceſſany to raiſe a deſire of our | 
farther acquaintance with them. Fhe motives: 


to actions, and the inward turns of mind, ſeem 
in our opinion more neceſſary to be known than 


tte actions themſelves; and much rather would 


we chuſe that our reader ſhould clearly under-- 


ſtand what our principal actors think, than what 
they do. To anſwer. both theſe purpoſes, the: - 


method of making the principal character the 
ſpeaker, ſeems. the beſt calculated; and the 
nearer things are brought to dramatic repreſenta | 
tion, the-more-are-yorracquainted with the per- 
ſonages, and intereſted in the event of the ſtory... 


But whether this method be really the beſt or 


worſt, let future critics decide, if they think it 
worth their notice. We can only declare, that. 


we found it our eafieſt manner of conveying our 


thoughts and executing our purpoſe; and if our 
reader ſhould be neither informed nor amuſed, 
we ſhall be very OY for his loſs of time as well 
as our own; _ 
The reaſom of our affixing mottos to our va-. 


| <idus cenes, is in order to give a ſanction to 
our own ſentiments. by thoſe of the moſt No al ; 


| 1 authors. 


Fully to exclude that: pernieious interpretation 1 
on characteriſtie writings, namely, the fixing. | 

them down into perſonal libels,. we beg to de- 
clare, that ſo far are we from uſing feigned names 


to ſignify real perſons, that we make uſe of the 
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fering from th other, join in one common cla- 


r againſt Truth and her adherents. 
ehe. all ſuch characters together, we wouls 


wiſh to dive into the bottom of their hearts, to 
ew what muſt be/ their ſentiments, what the 
_ tendency. of ſuch ſentiments, and how carefully: 
they oughtto be avoided. 


To this aſſembly is brought (whether by. ma- 


: gie, by enchantment, or what other means, let 


articular fancy dictate) a young lady call'd: 
RTTA, who relates the hiſtory -of her own 


fie and connexions: yet not by a long recital 
without lett or hindrance; for ſuch an audience, 

. as thoſe before whom ſhe ſpeaks, are not likely 
to ſuffer fuch ſentiments, as our Portia wilt ven- 5 

tte to avow, to paſs undiſpu tec. 


The ax being form'd of a ſet of der e ; 


wWhoſe principal view muſt be the exalting each: 
_ themſelves, and mortifying all others to the duſt, 
| our poor Portia would have too hard a [tafk,' 25 | 
aided and ſriendlefs, to indyre the \frifele] 
taunts and biting repfoaches of ſu ck A 


7 5 
We muſt again therefore, gentle feader, implore- 
your affrttance, and beg you to employ your fertile: | 


fancy in preſenting to your view, placed on 
_ a feat high exaltet M the croud, à radiant 


form, all mild, all gentle, Vet poſſeſüng ſuch A 
graceful majeſty as is able at any time by a ſingle: | 


8 is the forco of „inis Tor "0 
| . nne thei imagination, hoon a, 
In the ſame form of mortality as once before ſe 
© deign'd to wear, When ſhe accompany*dher favou- 
Sts OY e | 


. ͤ Ü. 


raters which. compoſe: ou 
natural, muſt be known; yet not ſo as to in- 
dulge private ſpleen, or to gratify malice : for 
which reaſon, whenever there ſhall be occaſion 
for making any diſtinction amongſt them, we 

fhall make uſe of names already known, ſuch. aa 
_ Clodio, Harpacia, Timandra, or any other ficti 
tious name that may chance to fuit the ſpeaker, JE 
which we chuſe much rather than to ſay Mr. 
Mrs. — or Miſs in order to avoid. Aang the 
Jeaſt handle for the aſperſing any living character: 
for ſcandal and invective are our utter abhorrened. 
Wie would therefore adviſe thoſe readers (if any 
ſuch there are) who. think every thing dul 
which cannot be interpreted into one of thoſe 
meanings, to let theſe ſcenes alone; for here they 
with find no food fit to ne ſuch a e 


e 


N e to t Mortis s ſtory, we beg to give the 
name of Una; borrow'd, we confeſs, from our 
' maſter Spenſer, for this very good reaſon, that 
we could not poſſibly find any other name half 


fo adequate to expreſs our meaning. 


As ſtrongly different as light from darkneſs (or 5 
indeed as truth from error) is Una from THz 

Car. And to which party our Portia, or any 

other perſon brought before the fame aſſembly, 
may de thought neareſt allied, let their worde 


and actions ſhew. 


The paſſions as well as the e may be 

| 618 to: have their technical terms; and there are 

certain words, which, when they. fall from the 
tongue, as plainly indicate the pride or envy of 
the heart, as doth a man's deſiring you to HEA 
that glaſs acroſs the table, inform you that he 


hath. been walking the _— deck. 1 The my 
RY in this ſenſe, 1 
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5 211 That Tg errors are bmi by in 


eat perſons, is ſtill farther to drive off the poſſi- 
. - billity of malicious applications. That-divine 
Truth is envelop'd in a mortal form, is to excul- 
pate ourſelves: from the daring attempt of pre- 


5 Tending to pronounce, what would be the deci- 
ſion of the Spirit af Trutb. : 


As we ourſelves are mortal, we pretend 8er to 
Annllibinity⸗ We readily allove-ourſelves liable to 
be miſtaken ;. yet we till claim this candour at 
the hand of our readers, that they condemn not 


any ſentiment which is ſtamp'd by the approba- 
tion of our Un A, till they have thoroughly 855 
ſider'd and given it a fair examination. For, be 


it remember'd, that we have not publiſh'd any 
ſuch ſentiment without having firſt ourſelves 
carefully examined it on all ſides: we expect not , 
therefore from any judges, but ſuch as ourownCcry, 


a haſty. cenſure, becauſe our opinions may hap- 
pen to appear new as to ſome particular points, 
Which our readers l never ee AE 
- thoroughly examined. 


Our aſſembly being now form'd, not 1 our- 
Jelves, but by the good-will and ſpritely imagh - 


nat ion of our readers, we have nothing to do 


but to draw up the curtain (our prologue being 


ended) and to diſcover our chief per ſonage on 
the ſtage. And ſhould any other happen to ar- 


rive, or ſhould any of thoſe preſent ehuſe to de- 


part from the ſaid ſtage, our reader ſhall not fail 
of due and . notice iy: = en entries and 
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2 D e ſeven years ago: 17 be. = 
came acquainted with a family, 
which from that time hath cauſed. _ |: 
| all my pains aud all my pleaſures. - 3 
This family then confiſted of an 
old gentleman named Nicanor, a 
ſon and daughter who were twins and lived 
with him, and an elder fon, who, altho' he 
ſpent moſt of his time with them, lived in a fe- 7 IM 
parate houſe from his father and familixyx. 
I TI was introduced amongſt them by a , 
lady named Melantha, and the account ſhe 
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me of their ſituation and circumftances RI. BE 

- that Nicanor the father had been a widower Bo 
| years, that he had once a large fortune, but ws 
now, (by what means ſhe knew not) ſo reduced, 
e he lived on the e of Kip: deft fon 
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8 was the . Raine his nes children, tha t- 
had preſerved his fortune to be of uſe to his fa- 
mily. She highly extoll'd the generoſity as well 
as the prudence of this eldeſt ſon, whoſe name 
was Oliver; adding, that he was a young gentle- 
man of great learning and wiſdom, and ſhe 
doubted not but I ſhould be very much pleaſed 
with his converſation. As to the youngeſt ſon 
named Ferdinand, and his ſiſter Cordelia, ſhe 
 allow'd them to be inoffenſive and good- + 
| humour'd ; but they were generally ſo reſerved 
the ſaid) chat ſhe knew not well what tö make 
of them; but for Nicanor himſelf, altho*. he 
was the father of the family, yet had he ſome- 
8 tunes more chearfulneſs, and entertainment in 
his converſation than the youngeſt Ae 
„„ ES . 
Her account of Nicanor 1 found to bei in ſome 
meaſure true, at leaſt on my firſt acquaintance 
witk him: for when no outward accidents had 
_ ehagrin'd his temper, or when the converſation. 
turn'd not on ſubjects which ftirr'd. ſome riſing. 
paſſion; his great knowledge of the world 34 
by reading and travels made him an cenling 
entertaining and agreeable companion 
How juſt the character was which Melantha . 
| had given of the wiſe, the prudent, . the generous. 
Oliver, the courſe of my narrative will evince-:: 
but as to the twin ſiſter of Ferdinand, whoſe 
name is Cordelia, a fympathy I had never felt 
before ſejzed me, ere J had been long enough in 
the room to ſay I had converſed with her. She 
became my friend almoſt at firſt. ſight. For 
Where there is a real ſtrong ſympathy. in twWo 
minds, IE WR break out on a very ſmall | 
| zainta vey 5 


way va. v0 


!!. d ERS 209 IE We ns V a * ee oe 


* 
1 


r ; » 


—— 


| q „ 
e which muſt create —— 
affection. 1J7J7//ͤͥöͤð ? & CU nl Wh LS $9746 


| The Cay. were now iGo: to 2 general ha 5 


mour on Portia's laſt words, when ſhe declared 
that the ſentiment was taken out of Telemachus; 


and their reſpect for ſo approv'd an author as the 
archbiſhop of Cambray for the preſent with- 
held their tongues; whilſt Portia thus proceeded. 


The truth of the foregoing | obſervation I 
never mueh doubted ; but ſtrongly did I feel its 
force on my firſt acquaintance with Cordelia. 
Her gentleneſs of diſpoſition, her modeſt man- 
ner of expreſſing the moſt noble ſentiments, her 
warmth of heart, and open ſimplicity of beha- 
viour, kindled at once in my breaſt ſuch a 
friendly affection for her, that T could rn 
' have open'd to her every ſecret thought of my 
heart; and, if neceſſity had required it, could 
wWillingly have truſted her with the diſpolal ans 
my life and fortune. 


Altho' the Cn V choſe 5 = to A ” 


a ſentiment ſtampt by the ſeal of ſo great a man 

as the archbiſhop of Cambray ; yet when Portia - 
aQing i in conſequence of believing the truth of 
ſuch a: ſentiment had adopted it by her practice, 


they could no longer refrain from breaking forth _ 
into aſtoniſhment at her folly, as they calld it, 
that ſhe could without examination or tryal ad. 
mit into ſo cloſe a connexion as that of friendſhip. - 
2 perſon, with whom ſhe had not above an hour's 


acquaintance. - Then did they ſtrive with emu · 


lation who ſhould repeat moſt wiſe maxims, im- 


porting the neceſſity of ſuſpicion in the choice 
of our friends —— ſuch as —— *©* miſtruſt ia 
the mother of ſecurity,” with many more ta 


tbe _ effect. And for all ſuch maxims they 
RY. 
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| the. hi icheſt regard and nexlerdelbn.> Bur not- 
f ang the eſteem which they profeſs'd for 
ſuſpicion, yet did they think proper to veil it 
| RO: the name of caution,” + 

The veil was too thin to deveive Portia; and 
as ſoon as ſhe could be heard thus ſhe anſwet'd. + 


Altho' I honour true maxims of morality as 
much as any one; yet have I always deſpiſed 


- thoſe prudential Laws, which ſhould rather be 
called the rules of cunning, too much to take 
them for my guides. And I believe that infa - 


mous ſay ing, That it is the part of wiſdom to 
_ <<. live. always with a friend, as if he was 


1 one day to become an enemy, was, (as an 


ingenious author ſays on another occaſion) the 
devil's favourite maxim when he was laſt on 


Earth: for bring it into day-light and ſtrip off 


its borrow'd maſk of wiſdom, and the plain 


Engliſh is neither more nor leſs than this: that 
you are juſtified in attaining all the advantages 
of friendſhip you can get from others, and are 
at the. lame time commanded not to be a real 


friend to any human creature. Such maxims 
ſerve well the purpoſe of men incapable of the 


leaſt degree of reciprocal affection, and who by 
craft and deceit inveigle the open-hearted into 
acts of friendſhip, and then conſider them 


meer dupes to their ſuperior wiſdom +: by which 

name they dignify their own cunning, and co- 
ver over the corruption of their own hearts. 
Such perſons are ſure to follow our Saviour's ad- 


vice, in having the wiſdom of the ſerpent, but 


dutrop the more eſſential part, the innocence of 
the dove. When characters of this kind force 
themſelves on my thoughts, I want to baniſh the 
word FRIENDSHIP from common uſe, that x 
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may nevet more be Aa 3 of its being thus | 
proſtituted: but when 1: turn my thouglts on 
my Cordelia, 1 would recall the baniſh'd word, 


and cheriſh every Fes ſing küren that aa; At 


tend a teciprocal affecc n. . 


The Ex y, notwithſtanding Portia's anſwer, | 
Kill perſiſted in it, that the obſervance of cau- 
tious and prudent maxims wes the only ſecu- 
rity againſt amin a dupe 3 74 when Portia: _ 
proceeded. - rg 4.) MIR TID 


The Trane FA Fr FART of bein Ka 


dupes is the bane of ſociety, the deſtructior of 
all fr iendſhip, and oftentimes the cauſe of thoſe 5 
very misfortunes, - which they would moſt win 
to avoid. Even in the compaſs gf my ſmall ag _ 
quaintance, many are the inſtances I have ob- . 
ſerved of the greateſt misfortunes ariſing from „ 5 


this evil root. I knew. one young lady, Whoſe 


kind parents had provided for her a! hufband, 
vhom they very Judiciouſſy approved. But ſo 


far did they carry their indulgence to their daugh-- 


ter Julia (for that was her name) that they would 
not ſuffer a formal propoſal to be made to her, © 
knowing the averſeneſs of young girls to fuch - 


Kind of formaliti:s, and the pleaſure they tabe 
in a perſonal particular addreſs, - They: therefore 
invited their intended ſon-in-law to their country - 
ſeat, in order to give him an opportunit 
gaining by degrees their daughter's love. 
young gentleman: had an agreeable addreſs, and 
Julia. was galloping on in the road of being woſt 


violently i in Jove with him. As ſhe; knew not 
whether her father or mother would give a ſana- 
tion to her choice, and as ſhe rather imagined 


according to general obſervation that they would 
not, thr ſhe . an a . the heireſs to a 
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large fortune, and her lover a young gentleman, 
- whoſe" real merit was his only wealth) there was 
An air of intrigue in her love which greatly 
pleaſed her, and her paſſion daily increaſed fo 
Vvuiolently, that had ſhe met with any oppoſition, 
| the would undoubtedly have taken the advantage 
of the firſt dark night to have flown out of the 
window, from her cruel parents to her admiring 
Jover. But Julia: unluckily one day overheard 
her fond father and mother exulting in the ſuc 
eds of their ſtratagem, and plkaffng themſelves 
with the proſpect of their Julia's future happt- 
nmeſs, with a young man whom they had choſen 
for his real merit to be their ſon- in-law; and 
from the moment ſhe had diſcover'd,: that the 
object of her paſſion was firſt the object of her 
parents choice, and that he was invited by her 
father for the very purpoſe which had fallen out, 
all ber fancy'd love immediately fled, and 'ſhe 
was obſtinately bent againſt being thus duped 
into her on happineſs. She lived unmarried 
till her parents died, and then became the prey 
of a common Triſh: fortune-hunter, who duped 
her out of all her money, ran away into his o.] 
country with a girl that lived with her as a ſer- 
vant; and the laſt T heard of her is, that* ſhe 
lives a wretched neglected wife, with no other 
ſupport but what ariſes from the generous friend- 
ſhip of her firſt lover, whom the refuſed for fear 
ol being duped by her parents, and who makes 
 _*_ the beſt of huſbands to a woman of three times my 
IJulia's fortune that married him for love. Nor Jeon! 
leſs deplorable is the fate of another girl that I ot 
knew, who ran into the irrevocable chains of 
matrimony, with a man diſagreeable both in 
perſon and manners, whoſe temper was Wt 
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ſuch a valllable hufband. But inftances of the mi- 


this 


who are the moſt miſchievous, and I believe i 


* 
. 


their own hearts the mo ad 1 beings 
They can enjoy no pleaſure for fear their friends 


and acquaintance "ſhould have lain ſome tra «to 
deceive and gulf them. The timorous hare 995 3 


hot exceed them in fear, altho? ſhe doth in wiſe 


dom; for the number of her foes juſtifies her ter. 
rors: but theſe voluntary ſeekers of objects of 


4 


fear may, generally find. their only enemy at 


* 
＋ 


der of thoſe itnaginary enemies which they come 
plain of, they would find the whole crowd 


em it as. a greater effect of true wiſdom, to 
ſuffer myſelf to be duped by a great variety of 
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and whoſe diſpoſition” was cruel and tyrannical: 

yet into the power of this man did ſhe put her- 
ſelf for life, only becauſe ber elder fiſter adylſei 
her againſt, the match; ang ſhe'therefors fancy c 
that Fer ſiſter had à mind de dupe her out of 


ſetable conſequences Which attend this falſe fear 
and which mult have fallen under every one's ob- 
ſervation, who hath got this key to the human 
mind, would be endleſs in the repetition, It is 
"Which" thakes thoſe dorheſtick politicians, 
who are filling their brains with continual ſuſpi- 
cions and Rratagems about nothing; who are a 
curſe to every family/in which they are to found 3 - 


the moſt miſerable of all beings. 


ISS ISS eg Is „ SELL $a hits pred 
home; and like Swift's fat man in the croud, 
if they could remove themſelves from the num- 


> NS DT OILERS. fink: in: lan ow: it. £322 | 
dwindled into nothing, But I ſhall always eſ+- + 


my acquaintance, than to fix myſelf down as a2 
onſtant dupe to my own unneceſſary anxieties. 
Nothing indeed to me could be ſo terrible, as to 
11 „BI iss . r 3 * | 5 5 
yy life continually haunted with 'ghoſts, 
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„ hier e enemies 1 find without, 1 wei 
e endeavour. not to « cheriſh J 
No ſuch fears, no ſuch, ſuſpicions, con 
dent my having an . e An "A 
* .confidencein. 1770 pu DP Cor 
yer pleaſures f meet wi 


| Abated by. the reflexjon- ſhe eſcapes en for 
- hat uſe of a friend, t 1 50 only one that ſeems; to 
Ban be commonly learnt, namely the | power of make; 
| Ing ſeme body elſe as miſetable as. ourſe ves, 


ever be enlarged by communication, and my 


. 5 being ee HEM 
& IN. e e might be e to: he 
N gelja 5 and. when my whale, foul, 18 e and 


of my heart, bow do! pity. thoſe Who, aſſuming 


* 1 


5 ep till. they impoſe on, tl ves that very 
5 8 


> IN, my. own, 8 


in life, he Tor 
5 in communicating, them to her... je be: 
ne Sorrows: i in Fer abſence never come with 


ve never yet experienced. May my - pleatures 


ee by a conſciouſneſs, t POEM pens 
of them, avoid al ing. 


. is the only! reſerve my, heart e ever felt 80) 


my \ Words. with an unr eſerved a nd. jo Joyous, con- 
_Hdence fearleſly expreſs the very 5 thoughts 


| the name of Friends, ſurround .themſelyes. with 
DAXims, importing the wiſdom. ot doubt aha tut. 


ard taſk of Jabour: ring throu life, 8 wit out 
ever knowing, A 0 creature to, po they 
can make the proper vie of language, ang. freely ly 
ir hearts! This is volun- 
1; chains, for fear, of 
My by, not hom; 
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pain as is the hing. in » ane dread of them. 


Truly does Lillo, in his — Curiofity, Wake 
Es W ap 


11 c. The wretch who FO all that is poſſible; . 
* Muſt ſuffer more than he who feels the worſt 
Ir * A eee e 988 lives exempt from fear. : 
1 = | 


be Tas: to be ten clowns deceiv'd (painful as it is) 
for doth not to me carry half the horror with it, as 
to the forming a fix'd opinion, that in my paſſage _ 
le, through this life I am doom'd to an impoffibility 
oft converſing with any fort of creatures, but 
1 beaſts of prey, tigers, wolves, and foxes, who 
are ever lying in wait to deſtroy me. To con- 
ſider myſelf as in a continual ſtate of war, ani 
to employ all my time in forming ſtratagems 
to eſcape, the wiles of my ſuppoſed adverfaries, - 
ſuits ſo little with my diſpoſition, that ſhould 1 
be ſo unfortunate as to live long enough to find, 
that not one amongſt the human race will confer 
on me that greateſt of all. favours, the ſuffering _ 
me to eſteem and love them, I muſt quit man- 
kind, and lead the life of a hermit : for to be 
always ſtudying what words I may utter, or 
what I muſt ſtifle, in ſhort, according to the 
vulgar proverb, to be afraid to ſay my very ſoul 
is my own, for fear -ſemebody ſhould lay a plot 
to rob me of it, is too painful a taſk for me ever 
to undertake 3-and' Thad rather ſtand the worſt 
conſequence which can attend the freely energi- 
zing the affections of my heart, than bear ſuch 
an intolerable burthen. © 
The Cxr,: during the time that Portia bad 5 
been declaring her ſentiments of friendſhip, bads 
undergone a various change . countenance. 


Vor, I. „%% Sometimes 


„ 
Sometimes we Mund indicated an inkpid in inat· 


tention, and then would they gape and ſtare as if 


they were aſking each other the meaning of all 
the nonſenſe as they pleaſed to term it, which 

Portia had been talking. At other times, when 
their favourite ſentiments were contradicted, „ 
their eyes lower'd with angry frowns; but on 
Portia's declaring that ſhe would ſtand the conſe- 
quence of any deception,” rather than bear the 
Chains of ſuſpicion, their angry frowns were 
gone, invidious ſneers play d about their mouths, 


: and they began 40 whiſper. to each other, that 
e the creature would be a dupe all the days of 
| £ her life ; but that their ;good-nature ſhould 


40 not carry them ſo far as to endeavour to un- 


40 deceive a perſon ſo conceited of her own opi- 


OE nion, as in e Juagmants they e 
c our Portia.“ 
For it is the common language of the cv, 


to pity themſelves for the exceſs of their own 


good- nature, which they generally declare to be 


the cauſe of every misfortune that attends them. 


The countenance. of Una was a perfect con- 


. traſt to that of the whole Cx; a languid ſoft- 


neſs damp'd the luſtre of her eyes, at the image 
of the miſeries which the ſuſpicious: feel; but 


| they ſhone with all their brightneſs at Portia'e 


| deſcription of the Jou Donſidense den 


in her Cordelia. I 


The pleaſure Una roceies, whenever he hath 
an opportunity of approving, now viſibly ap- 


peared in the dimpled ſmiles that played about 


her mouth; and as Una delights in approving, 
ſo did Portia no leſs delight in her. approbat ion; 
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tes heart, by the declaration be: hey ntiments, 
and by a relation of her paſt life. 

The whiſper of the CR v, that Portia HT 
be a dupe, was not deſigned by them to be a 


low as to be concealed from her ears; and the 
| ſcorn, which was viſible in their countenances, 
| ſhewed that they defired not to conceal their opi- 
nion: thus therefore ſhe addreſſed them. 
Tis not the love of friendſhip, but an earneſt 


defire after flattery, which lays the human mind 


open to deception. This love of flattery is ſo 
groſs in its deſires, that it will (as Shakeſpear | 


ſays) leave a cceleſtial bed to prey on garbage. 


There is an innocence of mind that delights in 
friendſhip, which, far from perverting, makes 


the judgment exert itſelf, and is therefore very 
little liable to be deceived: but when fulſome 
flattery is once become the ſweeteſt of all food to 
the mental palate, whoever brings ſuch an 


_ agreeable repaſt will be received with open arms, 


and a league of fancied friendſhip will immedi - 

Regel *Tis ſuch a perverſion of the 
judgment, ſuch a deſire of applauſe, without 
the trouble of deſerving it, that forms thoſe 
connexions, which hath often made all friend- 
ſhip appear as a crafty conteſt for impoſition, hath 
brought the very name into diſgrace, and ren- 
dered the ſuppoſition of a true and diſintereſted 
friendſhip, to be only the chimera of a warm 
imagination. But whilſt you, O ye Cx v, enjoy 
a fancyed ridicule on my ſentiments, and pleaſe 


ee. with the thought that I ſhall be duped | 


y whoever hath a mind to impoſe on me, tis 


you yourſelves who will be the eaſieſt impoſed 
on 98 any W ſuited to gratify your 
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= vanity , and to increaſe your c coveted TRY opini- 
on of yourſelves. _ 

The Ca v now left their ſneering ; for thers | 
was a fort of detection in Portia's words, which, 
as they could not anſwer, excited their anger, 
and they all at once loudly declared, that Portia 
had accuſed them and all mankind of being fond 

of flattery. For the affirmation that all mankind | 

in general are condemned, when any particular 
vice or affectation is blazed, is one of the fa- 

vourite outcries of this aſſembly, Nor did they 
ſtop at their accuſation of Portia's having re- 

flected on all mankind for their fondneſs to flat- 
tery ; but they added, that ſhe had at the ſame 
time boaſted, that no flattery whatever could be 
pleaſing to herſelf; as if ſhe alone was e 
from every human frailty. Es. 

Portia, conſcious that ſhe had thrown -out no. 
ſuch accuſation againſt mankind, but had only 
blamed the indulgence of a love of flattery, where 
it might happen to be found; and certain alſo, 
that ſhe had not given the leaſt hint of being ex- 

empt from any of the frailties of her ſpecies, 
made them no ſort of anſwer. | 

And the Cxy, glad that their falſe aſſertions, 
and malicious repreſentations, were not forced 

into an examination, held 9 peace, and ſuf⸗ 
fered Portia 28 to e 
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SCENE 1. x 


the very truth 1 undi v declare: 
Fer, what 2 8 eaſy as to be ſincere ?. 


- _ Hownn's Opy3EE, 


PonrIA, Una. Tus Cry, 


RG. ORT I A. To 


THINK I have mention'd all Nicanor" 8 


family, but his younger ſon Ferdinand, the 
twin brother of Cordelia 


On for a muſe 
© of fire to aſcend the brighteſt heaven of inven- 


tion, that I might in terms adequate to the 
noble ſubject depict his here, ſpeak his vir- 


ucs, and ſing his praiſes! _ 
The Cx * now in language ſuitable to 10508 a 


ſpectre, clamor'd forth, — = I avaunt; we 


OE - 


*A faultleſs ts that the world ne'er ſaw.“ 


Ppokr I. I once knew a man, to my ſorrow 
be it remember'd, whoſe vices the tongues of 


men or of demons could not paint. He poſſeſsꝰd 
not ſo much as the ſhadow of one virtue; his 


heart was the loweſt ſink of corruption; and 


from his. tips. flow'd nothing but malignant 
1 


The Cay. now changed their averted counte- 


nances, hung on Portia's words with attention, 


and ſeem'd impatient for the remaining part of 


the character of the faulty monſter ſhe had be- 
gun to deſcribe, - When, inſtead of ſe 
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ſhe caſt an intelligent | ſmile on Una; who, per- 


ceiving her meaning, bad her go on with hey 
account of Ferdinand; and the Car, inwardly 


ſtung with being thus detected in their love of 


detraction, and hatred to juſt praiſe '; awed alſo 


- by the permiſſion granted by Una Lor Portia to 


continue her deſcription of Ferdinand, ſhrunk 
into themſelves, nor for the preſent expieſs'd 


their inward rage, otherwiſe than nels rg of - 


fury darting from their eyes. 


PoxT1a. Thoroughly to make your hearers 


ſenſible. of the true character of any perſon, 


with whom you would bring them acquainted, 


it is neceffary to declare their actions; and by 
theſe alone will this aſſembly hereafter be enabled 


to judge, whether I exceed the truth, when 1 
fay that Ferdinand, on as ſhort an acquaintance 


as with his fiſter, appear'd to me to poſſeſs an 
uncommon ſtrength of capacity, and a ſuperla- 
tive goodneſs of heart, which ſhone forth in 
every word he utter'd : for, when in the free- 


dom and good-humour of his heart, he diffuſes 


cheerful mirth around him, it would. not be im- 


proper to ſay, that he is in poſſeſſion of the 


whole force of true and lively humour. He. 


| hath the command of every ſpecies of wit, hu- 
mour, or pleaſantry, that can be named or in- 
vented; yet doth he not fo worſhip it, becauſe 
N 18 his own, as ever to exult in his viſible ſupe - 
riority over all his companions. His learning, 
his knowledge of human nature, his deep reflexi- 


ons on every thing that claims the name of ſci- 
ence, renders him no leſs an acceptable compa- 


nion amongſt his grave acquaintance. His affa- 


bilit ts his 3 N * 8 add "Her 
| ere 
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ker portia was interrupted by. a geiler! 
laugh from the CRI, nor could ſhe gueſs the oc- 
daſion of it, till one of them, as ſoon as ſhe could 
find her breath, in an ironical tone of voice cry'd | 
out. You are not wart d at all, Portia, by 
. your deſoription of Ferdinand.“ 29, = 
Fes Tam, replied Portia, and it would beck 
falſe ſhame in me to endeavour to deny, that my 
beart is truly warm'd with ſuch a character. 
My acquaintanee with Ferdinand hath ever been 
my pleaſure, and it was my glory to have that 
eſleem for him which he fo. 0 juſtly deſerved. 
Tbe Cx v were all baffled and diſapp dinted by 
Portia's anſwer ; for they hoped that they had 
difcover*d a ſeeret, which the would have wiſh'd 8 
to have concenbd. 4 
#1 Þ 85 continued Portia; my Jure for Fer- 
dinand, yet never was I conſcious of being in 
love with him, according to the common ac- 
ceptation of that much abuſed word. For at any | 
time, had his intereſt or pleaſure demanded ſuch 
a ſacrifice, rather than have been his burthen or 
vexation, I could have ſubmitted never to have 
| beheld him again, nor ſhould he ever have been 
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| teazed and tired with my repinings or complaints. 8 
It would, I confeſs, be the higheſt joy of my 
| life, to know myſelf inſtrumental to his happi- 

> | neſs; ; but was that deny'd me, all T could do 
would be to take care that by my behaviour 1 
became not the cauſe of his miſery. Was the 
: man I love even to marry another woman, fo far 
. ſhould I be from endeavouring to injure that Wo- 
man, that I could not be infpired with the leaſt 
. degree of hatred towards the real object of his 


1 Ce. and perhaps the — of his ne 4 
Fm © 0 4 N The 


4 32 2. 
The Gn v eould hold no FR OR from overy . 
8 - mouth burſt forth Was ever heard ſuch ro- + 
manticftuf1. ſuch affeQation 1 ſuch refinement! 


with many other abuſive words of the ſame im- 
Pets concluding at laſt in full chorus, that 1 
ortia had poſitively declared, that ſhe ſhould be 5 
detter pleaſed to have her lover en * other 
woman than herſelf, N 
Pox TIA. It is not i in the power of the a 
gut d eloquence, fairly to extort ſuch a con- 
cluſion from my words, as that I ſhould be bet · 
ter, or even as well pleaſed, with Ferdinand's 
* making choice of another Woman. I ſaid only, 
and ſtill declare, that his wife could not be the 
object of my hatred, nor could I rejoice in any 
misfortunes that might attend the man for whom 
I have an affeQion, : Such wreſting falſe conclu- 
ſions from plain and ſimple expreſſions is your 
refuge, O ye fooliſh Cx v, from beholding truth. 
Was the man I love to chuſe another woman, I 
might indeed be grieved for the diſappointment 
oſ my love, but I could not be angry that he had 
exerted his undoubted right of chuſing for him- 
ſelf. And however we may deceive ourſelves 
by proſtituting that poor injured word love; yet 
is it really pride piqued, and not love difappoint- 
ed, that cauſes that reſentment and rage which 
often produces the moſt tragical events. Is any 
woman enraged with her lover becauſe he dies ? 
her diſappointment in that caſe produces a grief 
unmix'd with anger? for whilſt ſhe is ſpared the 
mortifying reflex ion that another is prefer'd be- 
fore ber, let her love be ever ſo violent, there 
_ be no rage, no fury join'd with her afflicti- 
r therefore, thoſe boiſterous nw 
ons 
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| frons exert chk, we 8 bk for ſome 
other cauſe beſides mere love, or we ſhall be 


whenever we fancy they meet, let us but ex- 


contempt; and ſaid, that undoubtedly Ferdi- 


mightily pleaſed: to hear his miſtreſs ſo tamely 


| out my words, and: putting in your own, en- 


188 


highly deceived in our judgments. Futy and 
love, I will venture to affirm, never inhabited 
the ſame breaſt towards the ſame object; and 


amine them a little nearer, and we ſhall eaſilyx 
diſtinguiſh pride piqued from diſappointed love. 
The ſuppoſition, that it was poſſible for any 
woman to be ſo mean-ſpirited, - as not at leaſt to 
wiſh to tear out her rival's eyes, was too hard 
for the digeſtion. of the CRY: but on Portia's- 
having confeſs'd herſelf that mean-ſpirited crea-' 
ture, they laugh'd and fneer'd to expreſs their 


nand, if he was a mam of any ſpirit, would be 


giving him up; he would think himſelf under | 
great obligations to Portia for her fantaſtic ge- ' 
neroſity; be would thank her highly for her 
diſintereſted love, in 1 Aan to marry ano- 
ther woman 


PokrTIA. Why, Oye car, , 55 you by leaving 
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tirely change my meaning ? I ſaid not any; 
thing like what you have repreſented. I fay, I 
wiſh: my lover happy, and would therefore RD e 
preſs any thoughts in my own boſom, rather 

than teaze and make him uneaſy. As to his 
thanks indeed I never thought of any ſuch. 
thing; 'tis his happineſs, and not his thanks, 

that I deſire. And you are much deceived, if 
you imagine that a lover's not thinking himſelf 
obliged to me would give me the leaſt uneaſineſs, 
The 8 obligation is very ſeldom in my 
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utter'd by my tongue; for I am fatisfyed, that 
whoever bath the word obligation continually in 


9 tel 
thoughts, and conſequently very ſeldom 'is it 


his mouth, hath the love of tyranny ſteadily fixt 


in his heart. Whatever acts of kindneſs ſuch a 
man may appear to do, his chief deſign is but to 
buy ſo much flattery and 2 ſervitude, which if 


the perſon he chuſes to confer his favours on, or 
in his own words to oblige, doth not (as being 


no flatterer) return according to his expectations; 


altho? the whole ſtrength of his body and mind 
"ſhould wait ready to be exerted at command; 


vet will his obliging friend turn into an inveterate 


enemy, and he will ſoon perceive the ſweet 
apparent kindneſs ſuddenly changed into the 
bittereſt of gall. His grateful honeſt heart, for 


_ want of having paid the expected loan of adula- 
20m muſt endure the _— load of being 


— A Ahn Sad, grief-ſhor ; 
With unkindneſs — 1 


d Cone t lane Unown amoneſt the CR 


any bone ſo hard as a thought of hers, wherein 


the two words obligation and gratitude were to 
be found. Vet was it a ſubject which ſet them 


a quarrelling amongſt themſelves, too much to 


ſuffer them to attempt giving any anſwer to 
Portia. One would have gratitude to mean one 


thing; another would put it in a quite different 
| ſhape; a third would make it ſomething between 
the other two, and ſo of all the reſt. Their 
eager e and j Jarring diſcords would 1 0 8 


a Beneficium Wen: eſt lidertatema vendere, 


Cicxno, 


had 


4 . 
ff r 1 2 1 D 


— 


3 Ek „ 
had no end, unleſs they had hit on a point in 
which they could all join againſt Portia; and 


this was no other than affirming, that her laſt 
words contain'd a panegyric on ingratitude, 


from whence they pronounced. her to be the moſt 


ungratefal creature in the world; then reſuming 


the ſubject of love, they put a queſtion to her, 


which Ns thought it impoſſible for her to an- 


ſwer, namely, whether ſhe could retain any 


affection or regard for a deceitful villain? for 


ſuch they ſaid muſt be the man ſhe loved, if he 
was to marry another woman. 
Portia made not a ready anſwer to their 1 


on; becauſe ſhe really at firſt underſtood not 


their meaning, which threw the Cx into ſuch a 


tranſport of joy, as thinking they had entirely _ 


ſilenced their enemy, that with a ſort of ſhout 


they repeated their queſtion by the mouth of a 
female orator in the following terms. 8 


How] 
is it poſſible for a woman to have any affection 
for a man, who, after having made love to her, 


ſhould then be ſo baſe as to marry another 15 


woman? 
This muſt * the caſe, 1 another female 
voice from a different part of the Cxx; for tis 


out of nature to make fo abſurd a ſuppoſition, Ag: 


that any woman of either modeſty or. ſpirit 


could be in love with a man before he had — 5 15 
every art of perſuaſion to inſinuate himſelf into 
her affections, and before he had abſolutely made 


love to her. 
PoR TIA. I don't know. what is meant by 


making love, unleſs it implies feigning it. And 


Jam certain a man could no more perſuade me 


to beſtow on him my affections, unleſs he could 


prove himſelf the . of love, than he could 
. bee 


. 
ö 8 — r en e 
„ . „ c Saad — 0 r * 
— E „ e — x r mew 3 8 25 1 0 


2 n wenn — WS 2 — 
S Has Le A] r 2 +4 k 2 be WE 2 Re ae 2 > 422 SI - 
I ab EEG — RI Fi Pcs . — — — $99" 20: — 
— 222 — — . — - _ : 4 ks LS 138 N 
— * 2 1 2 * £ 7 A 
= IT ; yy 1 — — — * 2 2 bs r = \ 22 . n — a \ 
CLE 2AST 4 WG I enn n e of 
£47 K ara bd g y fy — * * — 2 © — 8 bs — — gp 
—— n „ I — —_ * * 4 " — ——2—ꝗ— 
we NT ens — rr 


E 
—_— 


BR I 
A A (| 
1 4 4 
n i&t 
4117 
2 
1 
1 4 
Y 
* 
17 
0 | 
+ 51%” $i 
2 
51 
4 
1 
= 4 


alta . 
2 5 * 5 * PD r . 
22222 ³· 1m RTE PII EC, 
n 1 : - — r e . * 
—— C7 * —— Lene Fre * 
- — —_— ra, y "I DOMIAN KS EI"ETE 9 4 
Fa AG doo, 1 


N . 
pP ðVj ARON RA" REL 
8 — iy; Lt: 


Ve ral} 
* 


* „ DIO A IRE 


CES 2 
PP 


- 
- - — M « 2 * S £ 
— A b — P * foo — 
J SW — — 2 * 0 WT * 
wh « x 
_ — 3 — — ö 4 8 4 . 
— Sx oe HG r * * "eat ES 
- — in 5 — — wy 
. — . 7 = __ >, e 
* 7 A K * 
8 
5 229 
/ : - — 58 
— 1 * fy 
- Ry _ 
- 29 


ee 
ER es 4 
— 1 


4 es yy ng ns 
— ee 
— 
* 


13 46 77 | 
5 me 55 much 755 of my . as to 
acknowledge him to be a giant, whilſt my eyes 
are every minute convinced that he is of the 
common ſize of mortals. If you mean by the 
neceſſity of being perſuaded to love, that you 
can have no regard for a lover, till he hath re- 
peated over a certain number of flattering ſpeech- 
es; I differ ſo far from you in opinion, that 
nothing could render a man ſo'deteſtable in my 
eyes, as thus to treat me like an idiot. The 
woman who inſiſts on fuch perſuaſion is not 
aware of the conſequence. © She knows not 
perhaps that *tis the flattery itfelf which gains 
her heart; and every man or monkey, who can 
learn and repeat his leſſon by rote, has it in his 
power, whenever he pleaſes, to make himſelf 
the object of what ſhe calls her affections. „ 
The Cx v, who were in hopes by their queſtion. 
to have enfnared Portia into confuſion and per- 
fie and to have put ber to ſhame before 
Una (whom they pretended to admire, and 
would fain have perſuaded to prefer them to. 
Portia) were ſo vex'd at her anſwer, and ſa 
epraged at the leaſt hint, that by the inſiſting 
on this kind of courtfhip they were moſt eaſily 
to be gained, that they were at a Toſs for ad- 
equate terms in which to vent their anger. 
They twiſted and wreſted Portia's words into a. 
| thouand different meanings, which ſhe never ſo 
much as thought of; they repeated their whole 
catalogue of abufive terms, which they always 
keep ready ta fly to, when any the leaſt ray of 
truth ſtrikes on their eyes, and concluded Sith, 
a general MO, that CO, dee. ſuch 


romantic 


fi R 


a Vs vw VU” ww. 


7 EE 
romantic uf. as fill'd the head, of- Portis! was f 
never before thought of by any human creature. 
Portia then aſk'd. the Car, what idea the 
had fix d to the word romantic; but, inſtead of 5 
anſwering her queſtion, they each fell to jogging 


þ 
their next neighbour, and ſoftly whiſper'd. 9 if 
Do you anſwer, her—No, you anſwer her, ſays 1 
another; and ſo on to the third, fourth, &c. 1 
throughout the whole aſſembly. — 1 
Portia then declared, that if chey- would not bit 
anſwer her queſtion, fhe was very ready to tell Ul! 
them in what ſenſe ſhe thought a woman might 1 
properly be call'd romantic; for (continued ſhe) Mt | 

I hate to fuffer any word which implies ridicule 1 
to paſs indefinite, and to be left at large to be 1 j 
api at pleafure.. _ Jt 
The application of the cal romantic, as we i) 
now generally uſe it, took its riſe from the great bf 
 lave.young «girls formerly had to reading thoſe 45 
voluminous romances, in which the heroine is . 
repreſented as thinking it the higheſt breach of 4 
mo deſty to gwe the leaſt hint of having one fa- Wi 
vourable fentiment for her lover, till he hath Bl. 
paſſed many years of probation, and given in- 1 


to laugh them out of ſuch abſurdities : but whe- 


& * A. 33 1 42 | Ek 
FE Ne 5 VVV 


numerable proofs of being capable of adoring his 
miſtreſs even to madneſs. The poor deluded 
readers of ſuch romances, who thought it a fine 
thing to imitate theſe exalted heroines, and ex- 
pected of their lovers. ſuch fervice and adoration, 
were very properly ridiculed by the name of ro- 
mantic, and 'tis no more than an act of kindneſs 
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ther I have ſaid any thing which can juſtify the 


application. of that word to. wy ſentiments, let 
Uns he the © Juegos _ 
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The Cy too well knew what would be the 


93 


opinion of Una, to ſtand to her deciſion; they 
admitted not therefore of the appeal, but boldly 


aſſerted that they were too certain of their own 
opinions, to ſtand by the judgment of any other. 
| Una gave her approbation to Portia by a look, 


which ſhe very well underſtood; and, ſilence 


being made among the Cx v, ſhe thus proceeded 
in her diſcourſe, C MOBI Se 74-9 


YES. : 
* 


2 


1 


SCENE im. 
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PoxTra. Una. Tas Car: 


PORTIA. 


-OMEN by thus inſiſting | on it, that 
they will be perſuaded to love, lead 
their whole lives in expeRation, which makes 
them continually liable to the vexation of a diſ- 
appointment, Little miſs is taught by her 
mamma, that ſhe muſt never ſpeak before ſhe is 


ſpoken to. On this ſhe ſits bridling up her 75 
head, looking from one to the other, in hopes 
of being call'd to and addreſs'd by the name of 


pretty miſs, and of being aſk'd ſome queſtions, 


for which her nurſery maid perhaps hath furniſh'd 
her with a ſmart anſwer : but if this ſhould not- 
happen, and no one-ſhould take any notice of 
her, ſhe is ready to cry at the neglect: but 
ſhould there be another miſs in the room carefs'd. 
and taken notice of, whilſt ſhe is thus over- 


look'd, it will be impoſlible for her to contain : 


her tears; and blubbering is the word. 


When the white frock is laid aſide, the bigger Ry | 
miſs ſeats herſelf in public at a ball, expecting 


every moment to be choſen b fore man for a 


partner for that evening. If ſhe is baulk'd, 

what galling AG Gant Jott ſhe feel within! 

Her heart is ready to burſt with envy, at all 
thoſe who are EY W as to be taken out; De 
e 


N 


fie hath; 1 confeſs, ſometimes à hard tafle to 
ſiupport the inſolent queſtions of her friends, who 
will not fail to aſk her © why ſhe is not amongſt 
„the dancers 2. whother ſhe loves dancing, or- 
_ $f. whether ſhe is not well?“ She is put to the 
utmoſt ſhifts for anſwers . to theſe queſtions ; 
ſometimes ſhe ſays ſhe does not chuſe dancing to 
night, tis ſo exceſſive hot. If ſhe is not 
quite out-of hope, ſhe will ſay her partner 1s not 
yet come; but her general excuſe is, that 
„her head achs, and ſhe is not very well.” 
| Should ſhe happen luckily to be relieved from 
this moſt deplorable diſtreſs, by the entrance of 
2 man of faſhion, who ſhould aſk her to dance, 
| her ſickneſs is fled 5 ſhe is in as high ſpirits as 
any amongſt them. Should her partner alſo- 
chance to be the man moſt generally liked in the 
room, the outward toſſes of her perſon-fufficient- 
ly indicate the inward triumph of her mind. 
'x But a few of theſe triumphs are but a very ſmall 
recompence for the rancour ſhe ſo often feels (un- 
leſs ſhe is at the head of beauty's train) at having 
her expectations baulk'd: and if miſs would 
come to the ball with a ſimple mind without 
highly raiſing her expectations, if ſhe would. 
confeſs that ſhe ſhould like to dance, if ſhe was: 
add, and was not aſhamed of being overlook'd, 
the ſtings of negle& would loſe: their poignancy, 
and by finding out that grand ſecret of keeping 
her mind independent, ſhe would ſometimes be 
greatly pleaſed at a ball, but never greatly mor- 
tified: ſhe might not, *tis true, if ſhe indulged 
not the ſpirit of inſult, ever experience the lying 
all night awake in rapturous reflexions en an 
evening's triumph, but many a night would ſhe 
4 Zeal herſelf the torment ariſing from una | 
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Awo and bedenving her pillow. with: tears 
| of rage and vexation for her diſappointment. - 


The fame expectation of being choſen out ths 


a partner. for life continues from miſs of fifteen, 
to miſs of and if no fuch partner offers, 


full as many excuſes are found out to cover over 


the dreadful appearance of being neglected as 
. miſs made uſe of at the ball. The girl, who is 


baulk*d of a partner for one evening, vents her 


vexation, and renews her hopes againſt another; 
but the woman, who is continually expecting 


great offers of marriage, which may never hap- 


pen, knows not when to give up her expectati- 


ons. This is, I believe, a very good account 
for tha peeviſhneſs of old maids; and the old 
maid, who is not peeviſh, plainly proves that ſhe 
hath led no ſuch life, nor been accuſtom d to | 
_ frequent diſappointments,” 


The Cay had a great mind to Have thrown 
out ſome trite joke at old maids ; but as they 
could not make ee believe, that Portia 


was likely to be in that number, it was ſo ſmall 
a gratification of their ſpleen, it was not worth . 


indulging ; and thus Portia proceeded. - 
But ſuppoſing none of theſe baulks and diſap- 


pointments to happen, and miſs in due. time 
| ſhould receive the expected addreſs. According 


to your notion, O ye CRY, of making love, or 
prevailing with a —_—_ woman to yield her 


of a young gentleman paying his court to a 
young lady in the way you mention. 
Behold my young lady. the morning of that 


* in which ſhe is to feceive her lover in the 
aRernoon; 1 mean the man who hath already 


. enter'd 
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on, I will draw you a pic- 
ture, or tell you a ſtory (call it which you pleaſe) 
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water's! on ſome few of thoſe Pebebes he * con. 


demn'd to make, before he obtains any mark of 
cher favour. The firſt part of the day is ſpent in 
the conſideration of the manner, in which ſhe 
may beſt adorn herfelf to pleaſe her worſſiipper. 
This is perform'd with both coſt and care, and 
Betty is alternately priifed or chid, abuſed for 
being awkward, or. commented for being handy, 
juſt as her own looks, or the remembrance of 
ner lover's laſt behaviour, depreſſes or elates her 
vanity. | Every ribbon, every flower is 'choſen, 
and placed where it is thought moſt becoming; 
yet the goes not into high dreſs, but appears ra- 
ther careleſs, for fear ſhe ſhould be ſuſpected b 
her lover of having a defign to appear agreeable 
in his eyes. When ſhe is drefs'd, behold her 
Mill. ſitting at her glaſs, Cs: poems or 
1 out of plays, ſuch eee e 


Ik to Hen ſhare ſolve female errors fall; 
© Look on her face and you'd forget: chem als 


— 


Or perhaps theſe, : 
1 


< My life! my foul! 7 yal that 0e n can u gte 1 


Death's life with thee, Pane m death tolive.” 


"TI that ſhe hath any intention or inclination 


to ſpeak thoſe lines to any creature living, or re- 


1 5 in the leaſt feels that ſhe knows any man, 
whom ſhe cannot very well live and breathe 
without : but her imagination is anticipating 
the part Philander is to perform, and ſhe is re- 


peating the language which ſhe Apes to hear bim 
utter. | 


This 


| ſhell-work, and was indulging that fancy by 


forming a little grotto at the end of the garden. 


She had always juft' finiſh'd ' ſomething new 


whenever Philander paid his viſits, and willing 


to entertain him with the ſight of this agreeable 


grotto, thither ſhe leads him. 

And now behold” the goddeſs ſeated on her 
throne, the work of her own fair hands, fill'd 
with the imagination of her own charms, re- 
ceiving the adulation of her -worſhipper. - Phi- 


| lander profuſely pours forth his angels and his 


goddefles ; makes himſelf the humbleſt of her 


ſla ves; petitions at the ſhrine of her altar for 
ſome diftant hint of her favour, which by ſmall 

degrees ſhe grants him, till his taſk is gone, 
| *till his number of flattering ſpeeches are run out; 
and when the weather-glaſs of the lady's vanity _ 
is (welPd to the top, then is ſhe perſuaded into 
what ſhe calls a rational affection. For the 


could not be MEAN enough to like a man before 


he had made uſe of ſuch perſuaſion : but now is 
The perfectly ſatisfied to be molt violently in love 
with him, and from that day forward admits it 


rea ſonable to ſet no bounds to her fondneſs. 


From the time that Portia began to deſeribe 
the goddeſs on her throne, with her adoring lo- 


ver at her feet, a ſympathizing pleaſure over- 


ſpread the countenances of the female part of the 


CRY: bur when ſhe dropp'd the deſcription and 
was proceeding with her own obſervations, their 


brows were again knit into their uſual diſcontent, 


and Portia thus went on. 


Strange abſurdity ! Strange language this of 
angel and of goddeſs! An adulation, which, tranf- 
lated into plain ENGLISH, means no more than 


n 


n ee as, 3. Or 
2 


FT» © att _ * —— — 
. Ke : 7-8 


— e gn Ac my 
AY — <2 A 8 


ve. — 0 . 


A * 
, 2 
: N . - 
: 7 N $ x 
L 
F : « { 1 TE q q 
N . * * » - — 
þ N f i > 
- . 
: 6 } . . 
1 1 g * * - * 
: : * 4 1 
— .. ͤ AC ˙ w . fu \ i | N : a 
. -..... ee ee AE EE PEE EEE ER INT | 7 5 
82 FOI 4 — =" CO EE NE" . - « 
+ 92 — . * - 8 Wa 8 
Wh. 3 * . 2 3 rr e n 
— * 2 r 8 — 2 — 2 — r * 0 IANS — — 3 b rr. . 28 . A wy 
: - 1 #7 * * 9 = * 3 R — — — 4" 2 4 D Bom =; de 85 
3 > 5 a 0 L 1 4 * 95 a N ——— 0 8 : 9 . - — — — 0 — 
— 2 - io. * . ** " . N — —— — 
— —— * — Sa ” b prog - — — x G 1 
yy a a * 1 = a 0 PR Ig — + — 
07-4 AD 3H = n D re * : pr ; oy — = 
2 * * e bs I * WET abt © 4 * 2 n 8 = — — r 
_— N — — 2 = od 1 - 4 = * Ars e 5 8 = yy nt OE 
8 * — — — — — — — es TOTO 2248 ++ 2 r FD. 


as + 1 7 er CEC 
0 * S "04 > r a * 4 „ - 
. * * R r =. * * 
: ren 5 2 IN A 
8 * r 
3 7 1 4 
8 


8 
8 
8 


— mag W n R : 4 * 
. ä Fn ets” Ob DIRE — A 
. 5 23 "OLI: . 8 
"3 Be >; 8 
. 3 * _= - +. * — 8 
+2 . 5 8 , 25 ER, . g 2 1 . 
* 4 1 * 4 5 - ' „ * — a * 
S : — 4 ? 
3 : £ ; — 
— 4 1 1 


45 f . 14 
5 4 * * 2 
f 3 a 


| n adareſs of the following kind. © Madam, I 


- 


like you (no matter whether from fortune, 
es perſon, or any other motive) and it will con- 


cc 


, duce much to my pleaſure and convenience, 
jf you will become my wife: that is, if you 


1 will bind yourſelf before God and man to 
x 


And ſhould you after marriage be forgetful of 
your duty, you will then have given me a 
legal power of exacting as rigid a performance 


pay 


A 


ſelf) ſhould find it fo difficult a language to learn; 


— 


and very naturally will all her fancy'd love, 
Which: had no better a foundation than momen- 


tary flattery, when that ceaſes, fall to the ground. 


What a curſe, under ſuch circumſtances, muſt 
attend a domeſtic life} The Company of ſtran- 


gers, who are more likely to pleaſe her ears with 


: ſome of her darling ſounds, , muſt be to ſuch a a 


wife her beſt relief from the dull company of her 


huſband. Dull only will be the company of her 
huſband, while he is indifferent to her; but ſhe 


will not long ſtop here: for vanity difappointed 


will always find an enemy on whom to beſtow 
the utmoſt hatred and diflike; and the woman, 
who hath been thus entangled in her own ſnares, 
Will generally find that enemy in the perſon of 
her huſband. 


_ aroſe all her pleaſure ; ſo from him now flows 


As from him, when her lover, 


all her diſappointment, She will grow ſour and 


moroſe; every thing in her huſband's houſe will 


obey my commands as long as I fhall live. 


of it as I pleaſe.” But, as the adulating lan- 
- «guage is not thus tranſlated *till the ceremony of 
marriage is paſt, and is till then perfectly unin- 
. telligtble ; *tis no wonder that the poor woman, 
who hath been thus egregiouſly impoſed on, (or 
rather who hath ſo egregiouſly impoſed on her- 
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"rat i 
become hateful to Th ſight. No 3 on 

his ſide (ſhould he be willing to be an indulgent 
huſband) can compenſate the loſs of adoration. 

| She will not confeſs, even to herſelf, her own 
inferiority, enough to underſtand the language 
of indulgence, nor will ſhe deign to accept it. 
The heart that is puffed up, and ſwelling with 
vanity, can never be fitted to receive real kind- _ 
neſs, nor knows to beat with*pleaſure from gra- 
titude for gentle treatment. But I think a 
more ridiculous inftance of female vanity cannot 
well be diſcovered, than that of a woman boaſting. 
that ſhe ſcorns to love, without being perſuaded, 
(that is, flattered out of her affections;) when 
by theſe means ſhe robs herſelf of her greateſt pri- 
vilege, that of diſtinction and choice. She 
boaſts of demanding to be uſed with inſolence 
and contempt : ſhe lays ſnares to entrap herſelf, - 
and makes herſelf liable (as ſhe inſiſts on deceit 5 ) 
to fall to the ſhare of the moſt. worthleſs of man 
kind, 

The 1 part of the Cu were ſo dull and 
melancholy, on Portia's mentioning a domeſtic. 
life, that although they had many flying notions. 
wandering in their brains, which they thought 
amounted to a proof of the abſurdity of her ſenti- 
ments, yet had they not ſpirit enough to contra- 
dict her: and as there were no men in that aſ- 
ſembly, who durſt avow the truth of Portia's 
tranſlation of the adulating language, for fear of 
loſing a miſtreſs, or offending a wife, ſhe met 
with neither approbation nor oppoſition, and 
without interruption thus proceeded. | 

Flattery i in courtſhip is the higheſt infolence;; - 
for whilſt it pretends to beſtow on you more than | 
you pn it is watching an opportunity 1 5 

G LE ta 8 


— 


ft. 


tube from vou what you really have. 
ſtower of it is laughing to think what a ridicu- 
lous figure you will make, when like the fox in 
the fable, he hath, by ſounding your praiſes, 

robb'd you of your treaſure ; and you are indeed 
in a worſe ſituation than the deluded crow, who 
only loſt her piece of cheeſe; for you are fix d for 
- life the ſlave of your deluder. 


The Cx x now a little Waſed themſelves dem | 


their lethargy, and affirm'd, that Portia from 
her diſcourſe had intimated, that it was in no 
man's power to recommend himſelf to her fa- 
vour 3 that her liking, if ſhe could have any, 
(which indeed they ſcarcely allow'd, for they 
pronounced her totally incapable of that love, to 
| which they join'd the epithets of | generous and 
noble) muſt depend on caprice, and not on the 
merit of her lover; that ſhe was above being 
_ courted, and, in ſhort, that ſhe was the proudeſt 
of all her And. 

If the reader ſhould 3 to remember, that 

penſer, in his allegory of the novss oFPRIDE, 
- rakes all thoſe who are enliſted in that nume- 
rous train the moſt ready to complain of the 
pride of their leader; it may not appear ſtrange, 
that the CR ſhould on all occaſions be no leſs 
prompt to accuſe others of a vice, to 
themſelves are moſt prone. _ 

The Cav's laſt charge againſt Portis: was too 
Fairer for her to give an anſwer to every 
particular; but how true it was that no man 
could recommend himſelf to Portia by his 6 185 
her r nice will ſhew. 
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PORTIA. 1 


H E common flattering . of court- 


ſhip, I will be bold to affirm, is not cal- 


culated (even if flowing from the mouth of Fer- 


dinand) to gain my eſteem: nor could my ima- 


gination form 'a more ſerious affliction, than 


finding myſelf ſo much the object of his con- 


tempt, as to be treated by him in that manner. 
[Here Portia deeply fied.) I have already con- 
feſſed the ſincereſt love for Ferdinand; to diſcover 


him therefore to be un worthy my. regard, is the on- 


ly point which could touch my foul with ſorro : 
for as my love for him had no other foundation - 


than thinking he deſerved it better than the reſt 
of mankind; the knowing him guilty of any 
action that would rob me of that thought, muſt 
rob me of my love. 


Never, O 56 nr by the methods you would N 
delight in, could Ferdinand have perſuaded me 
to love him: but often hath he raifed' himſelf in 


my eſteem, when I believe I have not been in 


his thoughts, and when he hath been addrefling - 
his converſat ion to ſome other part of the com- 


pany: 3. 9 ſenſe (and no other) often 
might he be faid Rrongly to Make love to me. 


1 remembes . 
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| 1 remember one evening, a gentleman told a 
ſtory of a young woman formerly his acquaint- 


ance, and equal in ſtation to himſelf, who was 


fallen into unavoidable diſtreſs by the loſs of her 
parents ; ſhe had three little ſiſters, whom it was 
her earneft deſite to ſupport, but wanting the 
means, ſhe aſked this her friend what meaſures 
would be moſt proper for her to take; and he 
cloſed his ſtory with. ſaying, that he adviſed her 
immediately to go to ſervice. The gentleman 
related this his advice to her with ſo much indif- 
ference, as plainly proved he was untouched 
with the poor girl's diſtreſs ; nor failed to throw 
forth ſome of thoſe common reflexions made up- 
on the unhappy, whether deſerving. or unde- 
- ſerving of ſuch cenſure ; namely, that pride 
s and lazineſs make people a burthen to their 
friends, and that it is every one's duty to ſub- 
4 mit to their ſtation, c.“ But Ferdinand ſo 
bumanely deplored the unhappy circumſtances of 
a young creature born and bred in affluence, and 
now reduced to the neceſſity of undergoing the 
taunts and inſults of her former companions ; 
he with ſo deep a penetration and clear diſtinQi- 
on ran through the ſevera] ſpecious methods 
of veiling the want of generoſity, and a ſtubborn 


| hardneſs of heart, under pretended prudence and 


friendly advice; at the ſame time ſpeaking his 
ſenſe of the poor girl's diſtreſs, in language 
which muſt flow from ſo feeling a heart; that 
for an hour together he made love to me, with- 
out his knowing any thing of the matter; and 
from ſeeing him thus capable of being touched 
with afflictions, in which he was no perſonal 

Ale, I could: not. but . how i happy 2 
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that woman b. who is Viet i a beart [TY 
ceptible of ſuch true kindneſs f _ 

- Another evening Ferdinand, by bis behaviour, 
convinced me that his humanity and compaſſion 
for the diſtreſſed was in his practice, as well as 
in his diſcourſe; and he made, love to me for 

two or three hours, more by his manner of treat- 
ing a lady who was fallen into great indigence, 
although her extraction was from an honourable 
ſtock, and her living relations enjoyed themſelves 
in plenty. Fortune at that time denied to Fer- 
dinand the leaſt means of exerting the natural 
munificence of his diſpoſition ; but it chanced to 
be in his power to do this unfortunate lady, by 
his aſſiduity and recomi vendation, af ignal piece 
, of ſervice; and when 1 have ſaid it was in his 
- power, to fay he uſed that power would be un- 


; neceſſary. The lady was pretty far advanced in 

; years, and in her youthfal days had lived in what 
is called at the top of life. Whether from a. good 5 
- underſtanding, and a happineſs of diſpoſition, © 


6 tlris lady was always chearful. under her, misfor- * 
tunes; whether the treatment ſhe met with 
| from Ferdinand and Cordelia bag: raiſed her ſpi- N 
rits, or whether ſhe 'had diſcernment enough to 
ſee, that ſo kind à heart as was in the breaft of 8 
Ferdinand wanted not to be moved by lamenta- 
tions, tears, and cotnplainings, (for ſomething 
lefs than a widow 1 oor {mall children could 
move his cempaffion) I Know not; but I'never _ 
ſpent a more apreeable evening in my life. By 
the lady's bebaviour I ſhould never Wave We | 
had it not afterwards been told me by Cordelis, 
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that ſhe was a woman reduced to the loweſt. 1h 
diftrefs of circumſtances; and by Ferdinand's_ | 
treatment of her, it it appeared much more likely iy} 

Vor. I. 3 "Wha, | l : 


[50 Ji 

that ſhe had viſited him with the power and 0 
deſign of conferring ſome great favour on him, 
than that ſhe was a petitioner for his aſſiſtance. 
That the behaviour of Ferdinand, and not a ſet 
of frothy words, ſhould gain my affection, „ was 
ſo very agreeable to my diſpoſition, that every 
new inſtance of his being deſervedly the object 
N my eſteem filled me with ine xprefſible plea- | 

fore. 1 
Andi way Which Ferdi had of making 


love to me, although I dare ſay very undeſign- 


edly, was by being ready at all times to give me 
information concerning any thing, in 185 1 
had a curioſity to be inſormed. 3 
Oh! now our love of knowledge i is going to ' 
be diſplayed, whiſpered, the Cx v, at the lame 
time nodding their heads at each other. _ 
'PoxT1a. I dare aſk Ferdinand for inform 
tion, which, odd as it may appear to ſay ſo, is 


no ſuch eaſy thing to do- by moſt of one's ac- - 


quaintance ; and with truth can I declare, that 
I have long remained ignorant, of. many things, 1 


from the fear of asking any queſtions. Not out 


of any dread of ſhewing my own ignorance, but * 
from the impoſſibility 1 generally | find of getting 

a direct anſwer. 1 will tell you a ſhort. tory to 
illuſtrate my meaning. Having once an inten- 
tion to go, from London to Twickenham by 
water, 16 asked 47 gentleman It if he knew what 
time the tide would ferye the next day. for that 
- purpoſe. When, inſtead of giving me the infor- 
mätion I wanted, the gentleman began a long 
diſcourſe upon tides, _ He talked of their nature, 
their uſe; of the influence of the moon; quoted 
all the books that had ever mentioned the word 
1e and ke his e of all Me 
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e i he loſt ENS the multiplicity 
of his own words;'« confounded: i os ition, and 
left me full ab ignorant ab befor Lhe ad uttered. 
one ſyllablei Towere'T found he had anſwer- 
ed his own” purpoſe, although be was not the 


nearer anſwer ing mine; for I eaſily perceived 
that hiã Melee was, to preſent himſelf with 


the agreenbis image: of > his" being 2 teacher,” 


but r my lation oriinftruftio was x point 


he never ones eönſidered in As Toon' as he had 
finiſneck his bag hira6ghe,” 1 told him that F. | 


doubted not, but all he Had been 5 was very 
true, for I Fu ppoſed he had often con 
ſubject, which I had not? but Fbegged to know 


if he could tell-what time the tide would ſerve 
for me to go the next day to Twiekenham. On 
which after taking ſtill ſome time for delibera- 5 


tionz wrapped"up? in à great many words, he 
gave mei ta underſtand, that he could not at that 


time anſwer my qu eftion.” For he was not able 
to bring himſelf to utter thoſe few plain words, 


Indeed, madam; T'eannot Yell?” of”! 


Ferdinand hath à candour'in his wind; which 
gives him u capacity of perceiving when igno- 
rance is not willful, and a generolity and com- 
minicativeneſs of diſpoſition,” which makes him 
delight in he informing his companions. There 
appears to me a wide difference between the de- 

- fire of being a teacher or dictator, and the love 
of communicating knowledge. The man, wha 
attempts to teach from the former motive, en- 
deavours pittpoſely to render his ideas, if he hath 
any, perplexed and obſcure: whilſt the man, 
who is actuated by the latter, will take any pains 
to become clear and intelligible to > his hearer. 1 
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believe, it is cettziniy true, that when, 2 man is 
his. language, ang can giye no diſ- 


ideas, he either underſſands notythe ſubs 


1 ales of, or doth, not deſireſ that you 
uld do ſo 


municating his knowledge, ** for then (ſays he) 


atbers will be as, wiſe; ad gurſelves, But 
When. declare it as my opinion, that whatever 
4 man really, knows that he will be able to 
teach Or expreſs 3 alli heſitat ion and defects in the 


4g 


organs of ſpeech itſelf ' muſt be conſidered as 


thoroughly out of this queſtion. nm 


1 
8 


Una ſintirely agreed with Portia on this head; 
but wondered, ſhe ſaid, as it was ſo very clear,. 
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Pox rig. Iqhere is nothing, which is in con- 


verſation a more common topic of diſpute ; and 
if you, O Una, will give me your attention, 


(for I ſee the Cx are in ſome: grand debate 


among themſelves) I will relate what happened 
2 * 1 


to. myſelf, concerning this very ſubject . 
was talking one day with a very learned and in- 


genious man on this point; and was mentioning: 
my opinion, as you have juſt now heard. He: 
would not admit the truth of the obſervation, 
but inſiſted on it, that people might have very 
clear ideas, which it was impoſſible for them to 
expreſs: and although I readily gave up all faults 

in elocution, and fixed it down to a.copl and de- 
liberate expreſſion in writing, yet even this he 


would not admit, and ſtrenuouſſy ſtood hy his 


firſt aſſertion. About half a year afterwards, I. 


found he had entirely changed his opinic 
„„ SEL . s 8 


1 


d often perhaps from the ſame 
motives as may be found in Alexander the great's 
letter to Ariſtotle, wherein he expreſſes his diſ- 
pleaſure at that philoſopher or publickly com- 


" c * 
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in the ſame. company in which ke had contra- 
dicted ME, applying his diſcourſe. to Ferdinand, 
he. laid; that in reading Ariftotte he found it af- 
farmed, .** that whatſoever a man underſtands he 
6 can teach.” Io I 
on Cordelia; and Ferdinan 
«© Don't you remember, Sir, this is the very 
#< ſubject which Portia-was talking to you 
& ſome time ago, and you than :diſputed thoſe 
6 ſentiments:in Es, which you now admit in 


4 Ariſtotle ?” But Ferdinand might full as well 
have been ſilent or the N (a little 


uld 


angry, perhaps; at the Yiſcoy 


ſtotle was in the right. 


thoroughly underſtands, 9 he will W 


got help ſmiling 
ſaid to his friend, 


*of his want of 
candour) only renewed his aſſertion, that Ari- 


about 


ec For whatever a man 
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ur Cay bag 5590 heard one 1 8 that 


Portia, 1 been talking with Una, nor 
dic they trouble themſelves at prefent, . about 
teaching or underſtanding. For from the time 
Portia had ſaid that Ferdinand poſſeſſed a gene- 
roſity of diſpoſition, which made him delight in 


informing his companions ; they had been in a 


deep conſultation on the word GENEROSETY, as 
applied by Portia. In order to prove her abſurd 
in her expreſſions, they turned and twiſted it 
every way, and confuſed and entangled them= 


ſelves in their own various conceptions. They 


were unwilling to allow that it was ever uſed, 


except to expreſs a profuſe diſtribution of mo- 
ney; but unleſs they could attain ſome other 


Images, beſides thoſe which relate to property, 


Portia's liberal way of expreſſing herſelf muſt 
for ever remain above their comprehenſion. 


However, after a long debate, they began to find 
that their taking exception to Portia's expreſſion 


in this caſe would appear even too frivolous to 


deſerve an anſwer ; and they therefore agreed to 
| Wait | 


e . ib Won bo Dog os Rechrovcaukr. 15 
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+ wait for a fairer opportunity of abuſit ing Ber, and 
for the preſent permitted her ee to 
proceed with her ſtory. . 

Pox r IA. Whilſt Ferdinand was ſhewing 
me every day that he was in poſſeflion of thoſe 
amiable qualities, which alone had the power of 
gaining my affections, I am not aſhamed to 
confeſs, that I endeavoured as much as poſſible 
to recommend myſelf to him, and that my chief 
wiſh was to appear agreeable in his eyes. 
The word RECOMMEND ſet the whole CR Y 
in an uproar.- —* Recommend one's ſelf to 
% HAN!“ Rreatn' out every female voice; 
which expreffion was re-echoed and toſſed about, 
till it was interpreted to be indecent, and they 
delighted themſelves with diſcovering that Portia. 

had fully confeſſed, that ſhe every day pleaded. 

' the' cauſe of her love to Ferdinand, and had 
therefore given up the modeſt dignity 'of her ſex. 
Full conviction of this, they pretended, had poſ- 
ſeſſed their minds; and this. threw them into 
ſuch raptures, that words were not ſufficient to 

_ expreſs their q Joy: but oe in full Se began to 


bog, ; 


ce The fruit hs - will fan SET Gaking, b 
FO? Indeed i is too mellow for me.. 


* 


ins other ching they faid 1 pe im- 
porting their contempt of Portia, and their high 
admiration of themſelves, which all entirely loſt 

their deſired effect; for, without being the leaſt 
diſconcerted, Portia thus attempted to proceed. 
PokriA. My love to Ferdinand, althou 
very great and ſincere, never inclined me to de 
* . „ 
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Now the Cx v Joſt even the affeRation of pa- 


8 and declared that Portia uſed them like 
idiots, to pretend thus to impoſe on their under- 


ſtanding; but ſhe would find herſelf much miſ- 
taken; "for their knowledge of human nature 
Was a little too deep for ſuch ſtuff to paſs upon 
them. Then they repeated all the ſayings they 


had ever heard, ſignifying that there can be no 
love without jealouly ; every woman confeſſing 
herſelf the moſt Jealous creature in the world. 
Vet there was not one, who whilſt ſhe profeſſed 


the moſt Ei jealouſy on the ſuppoſition that 
her lover, as ſhe ſaid, ſhould pare to look on 
another woman, after the had conpescENDED 


to grant him any mark of her favour; that did 


not alſo declare, that ſhe ſhould ſo heartily de- 


ſpiſe and contemn ſuch a man, that ſhe ſhould 
: be under no anxiety whether ſhe loſt him or no. 


Po TIA. When I ſaid, that I was not in- 


Kane to be jealous, I meant not that the fear of 
loling Ferdinand could give me no anxiety. 


The freedom I enjoyed in his converſation 
3 8 was indeed the chief pleaſure of my life) 
knew would moſt probably be loſt, if he mar- 


ried any other woman: but I ſhould think I 
gave a man a very little proof of my affeQion, 


Jet my own happineſs depend ever ſo much on 
living and converſing with him, if for that rea- 
ſoo I ſhould endeavour. to rob him of his liberty, 
and force him on a choice, in which his own fu- 
ture happineſs could not be the conſequence. 


, Conjugal felicity cannot be found, where the 
king is not reciprocal; but when it is wanting 
on the man's ſide, the two poor wretches, con- 


demned to ſpend. their lives together, muſt he 


"miſerable indeed! OP re that Ferdinand. liked 
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eall jealouſy, but certaitity... Or even ſuppoſing 


that only douhted; and was not certain of what 
would really grieve me to perceive; yet could 


not this inflame I. jealouſy or anger, call it 


which yeu pleaſe, For that raging. aalen. 


which we falſely allot: to ariſe from love, hath 

not one. park of real love in its whole compoſi · 
diam The very language, O ye Car, which 
| ye-juſt.now uſed ——=Sh 

2 „oksckxp, &tc. is proper to declare that 


your pride is piqued, and that from thence ariſes 


all the jealous tumulto in your breaſt. Yet L 


eonfeſs there May: be another motive to raging 
jealouſy;. But this ſheuld be the rage of a man. 
not of a wemanztand hath not a ain more of 


true love in it than the former. 


The Ca y now opened on a new y 4g ol. 
inflead: of ſuppoſing Portia the fond creature 


which they lately pretended, to deſpiſe, they ac. 
euſod her of aſſerting that her love was all plato- 


nie, and: of pretending to a purity, which ex- 
empted her from the common frailties of human 
nature. Then with ſignificant ſhrugs and toſſes 


of the head. For my part—and for my part—T 
don't pretend to ſuch perfection -I confeſs my- 
ſelf a daughter of Eve -I have no notion of ſuch- 


a ſeraphic paſſion — were the only ſounds to be 


heard amongſt them. And although, a little be- 


fore, they would not for all the world have ac- 

knowledged. but that the race of mankind ſhould 
be extinct, rather than they would own the leaſt 
lileing for any man that had not perſuaded them 


to love; yet now were they ready, for the ſake 
of contradicting Portia, to — dem ſeles all. 


over one blaze of deſire. 


another aoman dation than myſelf, I fhould not 


all. a man ARE when I 
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Ponrik. T. am ſo far from" pretend ing to 
What is generally called iplat6nic- love, that I 
know not of any one invention, from the begin- 
ning of the world to this day, that is more brim- 
ful of nonſenſe. Plato, I doubt not, may thank 
his commentators for extracting fuch'abſurdities 
from his do@t#ines, © I know how dangerous this 
notion of platoniſm bath been te womankind, 
and moſt ſincerely wiſh that every young woman 
would avoid its allaring fnares. A préténce of 
this kind hath,” I fear, ibeen but too often in- 
ſtru mental in be traying a young and tender 
mind, which from its innocenee alſo is the more 
likely to be entrap'd by fuch a ſpecious bat. 
I endeavour- not to conceal that I believe 
there is a great mixture of Yeſire in the paſſion 


which is called love: or rather, without "any 
far-tetch'd ſtrain: on words, berg properly be 
called the companion of love I would not 


e 


therefore have them ſo confounded; as that poor 
LovE ſhould be condemned for every fault of 
his raſh companion: for indeed weuld T have 
im falſly aſſerted to be preſènt when Deus 
is wandering about by herſelf, or takes with her 
a more favourite affociate,” namely; PRTD R. I 
would wiſh, if poſſible, to exonerate poor Lovs 
from the blame of theſe mad and barbarous acti- 
ons, which proceed from a mixture of DEsrR 8 
and PRIDE. Inſtigated by theſe, Chriſtina queen 


of Sweden, was ſaid to order the death of a man, 


whom ſhe profeſſed to doat on; beeaufe bis heart, 
being engaged to another, made him incapable 
of returning her paſſion; yet of that barbarous 
action hath Love often been falſly accuſed. 
Where-ever RaGE, REVENGE, and CRUELTY | 

| nn „ l ApPpsar, 
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appear, T will 1 venture boldly to aſſert that Love 


15 not to be found in ſuch company 

As ſoon as Portia, in the warmth of 8 
heart to vindicate Love from the many aſper- 
ſions it had been loaded with, had uttered thoſe - 
Iſt words, ſhe began to fear "that ſhe had too 
boldly aſſerted her own ſentiments. She was 
| ſuddenly ſilent, and caſt a look of modeſt diffi- 
dence on Una, as if The wiſhed to be informed | 
of her opinion. 

The Cx were le: full-mouth'a, to open, 


but Una's voice awed them into filence: by tell- 


ing Portia that ſhe very much approved her diſ- 
tinctions between PRIDE, DEsIRE, and Lovx, 
and Portia, thus encouraged, readily proceeded. 
Pox TIA. Notwithſtanding all the eloquence, 
0 ye Car, that you have expended in the juſti- 
fication of jealouſy, I will declare that I never 
was jealous" of Ferdinand. I always conſidered: 
him as at full liberty to exert his power of 


choice; and was I confcious of artificially en- 


deavouring to reſtrain him in that freedom, I 
ſhould fall under that moſt heavy of all puniſh- | 
ments, the being ſelf-condemn'd. But when 
man, whom I have reaſon to eſteem, hath once 
declared me the object of Bis choice, my, un- 
bounded confidence in his ſincerity and honour 
would ſoar far above the ſuſpecting him of either 
 tevity or. deceit; © 

An imaginary affection, founded on a love * 
ftattery, properly exerts itſelf when it is accom» 
panied by ſuſpicion, and a long train of ungo- 
vernable paſſions. A converſation. 5 a2 
jealous woman, and a juſtifying lover, (to f- ay 
no 1 a of it) bears in my Opinion: all the marks 
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of 2 language, properly adapted to expreſs hatred 
and contempt...” 

TI once overheard an altercation of this. kind, 
. Which to the beſt of my memory I will repeat, 
and will. then appeal for judgment, whether the 
lady's paſſion ought to be honoured with the 
name of true love. At the time when Iſlington, 
gardens were much frequented for the ſake of the- 
waters, I went for one whole month very early 
in the mornings, and happened one day to fee a: 
young lady fixed. as 4. may fay, for ſhe ſeemed 
immoveable,. on a ſeat at the end of the garden; 
nor had ſhe any hgns of life, but the breath. 
which ſhe ſpent in deep-fetch'd ſighs, and which. 
ſeemed to come from a boſom oppreſſed with 
ſome heavy affliction. She ſeemed: fo fully em-- 
ployed by bir own thoughts, that I came very 
near her without her having perceived me, on: 
which I turned afide into another walk, fepara- 
ted from her by a hedge, that I might not be 
guilty of an impertinent intruſion on her ſoli- 


tude; I was no ſooner on the other ſide of the- 


bedpe,. than through the brakes I ſaw a young: 


Mineman, walking haſtily up to the melancholy 


ady, and they entered into · diſcourſe before I had; 
time to withdraw myſelf. When I had over- 
heard the beginning of their converſation, Lima- 
| gined it much better, for their ſakes, to remain 


im the ſame place where T was, than by coming. 


in. ſight to let them know that they had in part 
been overheard., This, in. thein own. ie 


Was their Halogue. 


Gent. Well, madam, you ſee T am 1 


: a * appointaicat, but. . no ill- humour? 
| no 
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3 n uphtaidings, where I Tot ® - 
Vale deſerved. them. El 
1 et Len Lf tows, en either fades hy. ſuch expreſs | 
frons ! 
h Lady.” Fn 4 oft 05 Let not my ſave for 
you, cruel man, be the caule. of your uſing me 
thus l Ee 
Gent. e my. dear creature, have I uſed 
you, inhuman! TY 5 2 
Lady. [2 4 voice ſamething higher] Not uſed: 


me inhumanly! Did I not fee you with my own 


27 x barbargue man, careffing the forward huſ⸗ 


15 Nay, why ſhould: you dwell on ſuch: 
a trifling cireumſtance, when it is near a week 
too ſinaè it happened ?. tal 
Lady. { ſomething > 68g J 
thouſaud years; I ſhould never forget the crue}: 


inſult.— Only becauſe. my back. was turned. 


you could not refrain from Kiding * firſt girb 
you met... 


Gent. Pye, my dear Lucy, how. can pop : 


mention ſuch a fooliſh piece of gallantry 2. 


| know that the girl deſired me. to help her Om . 
the ſtile, and, tis true, I gave her a civil ſalute: 


ſhe was a vE AR PRETTY GIRL. 


Lady. [with her waice raiſed almaſi be 106 bj oheſt 


pitch] Oh you villain! a civil ſalute . I ſaw: 
you give her. half a dozen. kiſſes: and does the: 


remembrance: too of the irl's charms dwell fo. 


ſtrongly on your. .magioation, that you cannot 
even: talk. tome without being wanton in her 
Rae 

Gent. [a little nelthd. at being called Ml 


Why, madam, will you give way to your paf- 


ſions an ſuch. a manner! EL 1 ſaid. nothing but 


1 It. Was 
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the und The girl was pretty. T kid vet, | 
and ſhould not. have longer detain'd her, had 


you-not expoſed yourſelf by turning about, and 


flying into a rage with me for nothing. Town 
after ſuch a behaviour in you, it. pleaſed me to 


give you the farther vexation of ſeeing my pre- 
7880 fondneſs for the 5 1 girl. „ 
The ladies tears now gufh'd in ſuch abun- 


dance, that ſhe. could only with ſobs utter the 
Words, © Barbarous, cruel man, thus to inſult 
e me with your fondneſs for another!“ The 


gentleman, who I believe feared ſhe would go 
into a fit, proteſted that he ſaid pRETENDED 


fondneſs only, and vowed and ſwore that he was 


fond of no creature but herſelf. The lady” reco- 
vering a little breath, thus went on. Aye; 
% your PRETENDED fondnefs I believe is' all 


ee beſtowed upon poor me, whilſt your rea! 
, fondneſs is for every pretty oY that you n | 


«© your eyes on.“ 
Gent. ¶ ſomething. peeviſply] 1 N never 


thought of the girl ſince: I have no fondneſs for 
her; I have told you ſo fifty times: but if your | 


won't believe me, you muſt take your own way. 
Lady. [ill ſobbing} I find how indifferent 
you are, whether I believe you or no. I doubt 


not but my ſuſpicions were all true of Mrs. B—, 


and: Miſs C— , and Molly D-—, and Betty: 
G | 


ſons befides, whom: ſhe had ſufpeted him with before, 


and thus went on.] Fam reſolved not to bear this 


tormenting life any longer, and I will leave you 


at liberty to go to all Jour boukiten as Toon: as 


ever Bu pleaſe. 


=. [Aid then fhe reckoned up about tei per- 
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: 9850 
7" Lin perviſhhy] T beg, a that 
1 8 for your” own peace leave off theſe 
idle ſuſpicions.,” Es e 
Lady. Call them not idle pie "baſs 


man; for from ſtories you have told me of your- 
felf, I can prove you to be one of the moſt deceit- 7 


ful of creatures. 

This ungenerous bete his Sen Spenßeſz 
of temper on him enraged. the gentleman be- 
| yond all patience, and there enſued between them 


a downright quarrel ; in which they both ex- 


hauſted their whole Rock of bitter reproaches 


againft each other. Till at laſt the gentleman, 


turning on his heel, was going haſtily to leave 
her. But fhe caught hold of ls .coat, Ing 
ſcreamꝰd out i in the loudeſt: voice; Aye, d 

e ſtab me; kill me, barbarous mau and al] 
ei becauſe I love you to diſtraction.“ He begg d 
her not to ſpeak ſo loud in ſuch a publick place, 
and expoſe herſelf in this manner. She reply'd, 
| ſhe cared not how much ſhe was expoſed; or 
what became of her, unleſs he would promiſe 
not to leave her. To this at Taft he conſented : 
and, after ſome farther diſcourſe, he owned bim 
ſelf canviriced, that all her jealouſies aroſe from 
exceſſive love; and they walk'd off arm in arm, 
a8 fondly as if nothing had happened. 
The falling out of sUcH lovers, may indeed 


C be Called the rene wal of sven love, and is T 
believe the only love that can be renewed or 
heighten'd by quatrelling. I hive heard ſome- 


thing not very unlike this between two animak, 
ſcampering over the ridge of a houſe at mid- 


night. „ 
The Car were now all fo very delicate, that, 


| 6 Portia's laft . N ſtretehed out one 
5 hand > 
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15 FR — 
hand, 8 their heads the contrary rand 
Eroaked %%% ES ling: por 

Portia, who knew the indelieacy not to be * 


herſelf, but in the eee loverss. thus. 
went on. 


PoR TIA. When ſuch-a mixture 'of 1 


paſſions, as were contending in the breaſt of the 
the Iſlington lady, claim to themſelves the 
name of love, it requires not the eloquence of an 
erator to prove it a miſnomer. In Chriſtopher 


Eayer's trial, there was a long pleading about 


a letter in: his name, either about an e, or an o, 
T have forgot which; and a learned eounſellor 
Wanted to quaſh the indictment, by proving a 
miſnomer from the alteration, addition, or omiſ- 


ſion of a ſingle letter. Could this plea be admit- 


ed, where there was only one letter wrong in 


two words, how much ſtronger would it appear 


where an e is the only letter in the whole word, 


which belongs to its true interpretation! For 


HArRE D, and not Lovx, muſt be the parent 
of ſuch a ſcene as I overheard, and have juſt now 


related. And by what Toute. or: legerdemain: 


trick it can be brought about, that where diſap- 
pointed pride raiſes up hatred enough to excite 
ſuch language, poor Love ſhould: be deemed tbe 


eriminal, is aſtoniſhing to me, and is alſo the 


higheſt degree of injuſtice. I. wiſh ſome able 
cats: would reſcue innocent Lovz from ſuch- 
barbarous treatment, and, according to the:coni- 


mon ſaying, would fairly len hs Adele upon the 


- right horſe, 

The general word PASSION, is, 1 allows a 
good one to expreſs the ſenſations of moſt'peo-- | 
ple who talk of being in love; for ſuch love pro- 

duces e rage, * 72 and fondneſs, each 

in 


+ 


* +> E ef 


— 


.. 13 : 
ow on 


zn their ſeveral turns, in the ſpace of twenty-four . 


hours. We do not often ſay of an avaricious 
man, that he hath got a paffoh: or, if we men- 
tion the word, it is definitely, by calling it the 


paſſion of avarice; and ſq of all the other paſ- | 


fions which actuate the human mind. But to 


love we vulgarly give the name, A Pass ox, 


and by ufing it thus in general, we tacitly con- 
feſs that we know not what particular paſſion it 
is; or rather we imply that it is a mixture of 


them all together. Rochefoucault, or La 
Bruyere, J have forgot which, very truly obſef- 
ves, that of all the various perſons who imagine 
themſelves in love, there are very few who have 
attained the knowledge of what it means. A 


true eſteem, built on a juſt foundation, muſt keep 
paltry fuſpicion at two great a diſtance ever to 


approach it: and J am certain that the love 


which is centered intirely in its own gratificati- 


on, without any regard or concern for the ſepa- 
rate good or happigeſs of its object, deſerves no 


other appellation than that of the moſt narrow. 


ſelfiſhneſs. If I might venture to give a defini- 


tion (or rather a defcription) of what I mean by 
love, it is this, e 


A ſympathetic liking, ee by fancy 3 di- | 
rected by judgment; and to which is joyn'd alſo 
a moſt ſincere deſire of the good and happineſs of 


its object. 


Una, with a ſmile, ſtamp'd this definition 


with her own ſeal, which the CR, by various 


inventions, vainly endeavoured firſt to hinder, 


and then to make fruſtrate. Sometimes they 


tried to melt it off by the flames of their raging: 
| paſſions and when baffled in that attempt, they 
tried to prevent its being legible, by covering it 


over 
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over by the chilling ice of their own frozen hearts. 
So many cunning ſhifts did they fly to, in order 
telligible to thoſe who are aflited with any de- | 
gree of weakneſs of fight; but to the piercing 
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thoroug wy to deface it, that they made it unin- 
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eye of reaſon it is ſtill perfectly clear and intelli- 
gible. This alſo is well known to the Cx v, and 
they undeſignedly bear teſtimony to the truth of 
the definition, by their eager deſire of deſtroying 
it. The motive is eaſily diſcover'd: for never 
having experienced one grain of true love in 
their own boſoms, they modeſtly deſire man- 
kind to ſtand by them in aſſerting, that there is 
in nature no ſuch diſintereſted affection.ʃ 
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N 5 DE D to the various ways I have 2 
mention'd, one very pleaſing manner, in 
which Ferdinand made love to me, was by the 
innocence and chaſtity of his behavidur. ” 
The horſe-laugh, which burft from the CRY, 
on Portia's laſt expreſiion, was ſo loud, and 
continued ſo long, that ſhe almoft Yeſpair'd' of 
ever again reſuming her diſcourſe: ' At laſt with 
a broad gr rin on all their countenances, as if 
ready to burſt out again on the next words the 
ſhould utter, they jogg'd each other into ſilence; 
Pong TIA. I wore no diſguiſe, and my affection 
for. Ferdinand muſt be too viſible for him to be 
ignorant of it; yet had 1 been his ſiſter, he 
could not have converſed with me with more 
innocent freedom; and a woman in ſuch a ſitu- 


J ation cannot, I thi nk, receive from a man a 


higher en TOO _— a generoſity of be⸗ 
haviour... 7 7511 f 
The Ex r were t in che leaſt baulk' d, for 
they found! ian occaſion loudly to renew their 
laugh. Portia was perfectly at a loſs to diſcover 
the cauſe of their mirth; but as ſoon as they 
could recover breath: enough for utterance, , 'the 
. | oon 


8 66 


8 foon tad what had ſo much diverted ther. 
The words INN OCHNCE and CHaSPiPY were 
toſt about amongſt them as the moſt abſurd epi- 


thets that ever were apply'd, as Portia uſed 
them; and miſs Notable, coming” forward with 
an air of great humour and ridicule, faid, that 
an old maiden aunt of hers, who never had more 
£lainv to beauty in her youth, than the now poſ- 
ſeſs d at threeſcore, uſed often to talk of the inno- 
cence and chaſtity of all the men with whom ſhe 
had ever converſed, and fancied herſelf under 
the ſame ſort of obligation, as Portia had menti- 
-oned; to mankind, for her preſent ſtate of yirgini- 


K. 1, would venture a good wager, ſaid miſs 


otable, that Potiphar's wife was about as hand- 
ſome as my maiden aunt; for, indeed, that is 


the only circumſtance which in my opinion can 


wake that old ſtory probable, And it is the fate 
I believe of all ugly women, continued ſhe, to 
meet with nothing but chaſte and innocent men. 
Miſs Notable was highly upplauded for her wit; 
and now was the rude laugh renewed with che 
| loudeſt acclamations of inſuſt. 

Tt may. not be amiſs in this place to m 
the reader, that notwithſtanding the pertneſs of 
miſs Notable i in her ſtory, and the malicious ap- 
plication of it by the Cx, that nothing could 
be leſs applicable than it was to the perſon againſt 


Whom it was pointed. As Portia bath hitherto 


been, and will {till continue to be relator of her 
.own life and actions, no intimation will drop 
from her tongue of a truth which we muſt here 
beg leave to make knon, namely, that. ſhe poſ- 


any human creature; and the reaſon we are not 
more ann in che * of her perſon 


is, 


feeſſed as much beauty as ever fell to th ſhare of 


„ · 2 1 IT 
is; that ve thinle it not half ſo miterial 0 t(o 
bring our reader fully arquainted with her mind: 
| Notwithſtanding: the loud laugh of applauſe, 
which follow'd the ättempted ſatire of mi 
| Notable's ſtory, yet the CR very well knew 
how little it could touch our Portia: and tlie 
men who were mix' d in the aſſembly, had the, 
not felt the ſume dread aas with - held them once 
before; the fear of offending a wife ar "miſtreſs 
" WH would: ſeon have taken the part of inſulted beau- 
b, although in the perſon of Portia. This 
dread with-beld them from ſpeaking; but caſt · 
ing their eyes on Portia, they ſhew'd her by their 
looks, that they were not inſenſible to her per· . 
ſonal charms. . 2 14 5 
The rough diorama; behaviour of the 
Car for a moment confounded Portia, enough 
to bring into her face a — Rana: watts. 
to Milton, ny | 
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Yet with a'conſcious' innocence of 3 under 
the ſanction of Una's protection, thus the conti-, 
nued to expreſs her real ſentiments. 

Pen rIA. <A wanted not to be told that Ferdi- 
3 nand had no diflike to me, nor is it I think any 
K Wereat vanity for a young woman under twenty, 
= who is not deformity itfelf, to think, that. the 
man ſhe likes may, at leaſt for” ſome time, be 
pleaſed with her, às one woman; He might in- 
deed eaſily prove to her his ſtrong liking to. her. 
perſon” 5 but this ſurely would be no proof of his 
love; whereas ſhould he converſe with her with 
ER the laugh, that exe 
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metrius ſay to a young lady who follows him in- 


herſelf (being both young and handſome) in ſuch 


of her ſecurity,' and would havè ſuppoſed the 
danger to have ariſen from being alone with a 


into plain ExGLISsH is neither more nor leſs, 
than affirming that a man would not deſife to 
injure the woman he doth not love, but would not 
care how,muech he injuredithe woman for whom 
Be had a ſincere affection. This is making a 

man declare with the old ballad, 5 


her manner of cophderivg this ſubject, and they 
ing, that for fear of ſay ing yes, when they 


/ that could be given me in exchange. Such 2 


„ 


preſſion juſt now cauſed) it ought to be look d pro 


on as the higheſt prooſ of his affection. T9 2 111 the 
That grand maſter of human nature (I need 
not ſay I mean Shakeſpear) very judiciouſly in his 
MipsUMMER "NIGHT'S; DREAu, makes De- 


to a lonely wood; that he wonders ſhe will truſt 


a ſolitary place with one who loved her not. 
Moſt of che dabblers in human nature would 
haxe made his want of love for her an argument 


man who really loved her. Which tranſlated 


So much T-love this maid; = I will undo her, 


Ihe Cay once or twice ſeem'd-going to 
ſpeak, and to contradict Portia ; but they found 
that there was ſomething ſo very uncommon in 


were ſometimes at ſuch a loſs to catch her mean - 


out interruption. JJV 86 r 
* PorTia. If I ſhould even be miſtaken in 
thinking, that the behaviour, of Ferdinand to- 
wards me was a proof of his affection, Jet would 
F willingly continue ſtill to think; ſo... Kor tis a 


Dich. 
ret 


till pi 


proof 


? ; 


er eee 


e 77 $7 : 
roof of. lanes i 16 e pleaſing to me, e 
paſſionate rapture can beſtow. is not words, 
hut deeds, that to me prove a man's thoughts. 

Here notwithſtanding the real chaſtity of Por- 
tia's language, which indeed aroſe from the pure 
images in her honeſt mind, the Cx 1 could not 
keep out ſome ideas which ftrongly rehew'd: the 


and they talk'd apart to each other (but deſign- 
dly loud enough to be heard) in ſort of hints and 
mplications (moſt dangerous weapons in the 


amounted to the diſcovery, that Portia by her 
dwn confeſſion was entirely in the power of Fer- 
zinand; and that ſhe would eaſily be -prevail'd.. 
with to ſacrifice her virtue, whenever he ſhould - 
leaſe to make the tryal. It was, they ſaid, a 


er dwell ſo much on the praiſes of his inno- 
ence; and truly might ſhe call herſelf under 


0 Por A. As to being conſcious, That) I could 
d; ot have withſtood: any ſollicitations from Fer- 
n inand, I boldly deny it. Fett never had I fo - 
y uch confidence in my own ſtrength as to: win 


or ſuch a tryal. I look on it as no trifling ef- 
y. Wort of female ſtrength, to withſtand the artful 


1. Ind ardent ſollicitations of a man that is tho- 
oughly maſter of our hearts. Should we in the 


n Honflict come off victorious, it hardly pays us for 


he pain we ſuffer from the experiment: [ Here 


2 | | 
d MWortia ſuppreſs'd another riſing ſigh, the occaſion for 20 


4 bb, as well as the former, we muſt beg to keep 


ret till our ſagacious readers find it cut] and . 
a il perfiſt j in 2 that ſuch a behaviour in aß 


a». 


the profuſion: of enamour'd language, which - 


augh. ,- Then followed a general malicious ſneer, | 


ands of folly or malice) all which implications 


onſciouſneſs of her on weakneſs, that made + 


igh obligations to him on that account. 
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man I love; would rob me of that moſt pleaſing 
thought ;. namely, the obligation I have to him 


far not making ſuch a tr yal. 
A new diſcovery now preſented itſelf to the 
| Car ; and they imagined that Portia had oreat- 
ly contradicted her: former ſentiments, at leaf 
had included herſelf in her own cenſure, when 
ſhe ſaid, that thoſe people, who have the word 
OBLIGATION! continually in their mouths, have 
the love of | tyranny ſtrongly engrafted in their 
hearts; and they fell on Portia with ironical 
1] | taunts; for her great love of uſing the word 
1 na, with her uſual candour, plainly diſco- 
1 vel d by this ſeeming contradiction the generoſity 
#} of Portiaſs heart, which induced her ſtrenuouſſy 
ts diſclaim the word oT GAT TON, when twas 
in her power to confer the favour, and willingly 
to uſe it, when ſhe thought herſelf the perſon 
4 „„ En V 
But ſuch a favourite conſtruction on any one“ 
words or actions never enter'd into the head: or 
| [BN heart of the Cx; whoſe favourite employment 
1 is: to hunt for ſome abſurdity or contradiction in 
the words and ſentiments of all thoſe, Who will not 
_ ealiſt themſelves amongſt their numerous train. 


7 
AL * 2 g ». i 
i . . 
43:5 


* * 
I © * 11 4 IT BE Bt 
* . N : 
Li ww. . 8 
1 
5 F 2 


2 


ron 79 511 . fil flux ried: ns, "9s 55 i 


— 0 * 


; 8 33 25 4 W * 
J ĩᷣ (( ii erte „ 


It EVIL” 20} 


= 18115 e . N itte 
* 


: 5 1 7 UE 8 
e Th er V eaves 7 whe: ; 75.8 


Fi; roo mum fie 10 


W eng 


-PagtrA. if? l N 


— 
* : , 
+ * © + 


a> 


'> FT off bd @ 
NA. Tx LE . Dar. | 


of 


8 


E puts me in mind of thoſe people hom 1 
call diſeoverers in converſation; and whoſe chief 


view is indeedithe diſcovery of ſome: as 


which they hunt for with as much eagerneſs, as 
ſportſmen hunt for their chace; and hollow, with 


as muchqoy;: when they fancy they have ſtarted 


their deſired game. But there is this Wide differs 


renee between a ſportſman and a difcoverer ;; that 
the game of the former, being the ohject of his 


ſight, cannot well deceive him; whereas the 


latter is perpetually following falſe alarms, and 
is continually imagining chat e hatly ound, 


whew like/Macbeth's er wt n bine it tf 


6 


a in SUN? 3 259 l 5 LA Bea 
— 4f1 there's no ſuch thing” — 
+ Rt} 2185 Sek 1 "IS Ink 4 * Fg e 1 9 111 1 


for his very chaiaQeritic'i is a reſolution, to cen⸗ 


LY ED 
2 


ſure. And ſo far:doth a true diſcoverer reſemble 


what we call a gold-finder, that filth is his pur- 
ſuit, he ſculks from day-light, and works al- 
ways in the dark; by forced implications he 


e the“ moſt was (ro pe into 
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ſome dark deſign, and then exults in the ſtrength 
e yarn 
The Cx from inattention very little under- 
ſtood what Portia had been ſaying of diſcoverers: 
but they agreed unanimouſly to - accuſe ber of 
. haying-ablurgly. abuſes all. difowrige; "ang 
wiſhing ta put a total. ſtop to all uſeful enquirit F:x 
**Poktra, 'You yourſelves, O ye Cry, whilſt 
your view is to condemn what I have ſaid of a 
diſcoverer; heedleſly have confirmed my opinion 
by changing my terms, and uſing the word 
ENQUIRIES inftead of DISCOVERIES. The 
character of a candid:enquirer"is:very\<omnimend< 
mediately acknowledges ; he gives his judgment 
liberty to exert itſelf, and reſtrains His imagina- 
tion from ſoaring beyond its ſtrength, and from 
declaring that he hath found) what is not. 
Whereas what I call a diſcoverew ſets out in his 
ſearch With an inclination ton ſomèe particular 
point; he leads his judgment i chains; gives a 
ſJooſe to his imagination, and is ſue to prove {at 
leaſt to his own ſatisfaction) that the new and 
defired diſcovery is madummmeeae. 
A diſcoverer is continually talking falſe logic; 
he multiplies words till he himſelfs(as well as: his 
hearers) hath loſt all traces of the true and natural 
deductions of reaſoning . Perhaps tit: may. not be 
impoſſible to prove, that a man's talking falſe 
logic, as well as being guilty of wrong actions, 
ariſes originally from his heart; that is, from his 
inclinations being biaſſed on the ſide of error, 
from cheriſhing ſome. favourite image or ſyſtem, 
which all others muſt bow down to and wor- 
ſnip, or muſt ſuffer being racked and tortured till 
they ſubmit to ſuch an adoration; in . 
| being 


1 1 8 1 | 0 1 75 1 . 65 17 5 . 
being 2  refolute diſcoverer. infad fe a! ber 


enquirer. , 1 „ 5 2 4 
Iportia da with no o nterciption dau 
continued. J:: aired d DS 
—a led me into e of thinking d wa 
by- obſerving from my youth that men of ſuch 
parts, that their capacity could not be doubted, 
and of ſuch. learning, that their knowledge of 
the proper ,manner of reaſoning muſt be unqueſ- 
tionable, would at times talk as falſe logic as 
could poſſibly have been uttered by the moſt ſilly 
or ignorant part of e ene e what con- 
firmed me more ſtrongly in the truth of this opi- 


nion was, that J have often heard the ſame man, 


who would one day talk as logical as Ariftotle 
himſelf; and yet the very next on fome other 
ſubject {et logic on its head; change the premiſ- 
ſes into the concluſion, and the concluſion into 


the premiſſes, and bewilder himſelf in his own, 


words, till he became at laſt almoſt unintelligible. 
To what can this be imputed, but to ſome hid- 
den paſſion or inclination in the mind; which is 
working the common effect of all unreſtrained; 
paſſions, Fe wack eine the under- 
ſtanding ? 85 
Children. who. _ not yet corrupted their, 
minds, with a ſtrong defire of proving one thing 
more than another, often talk the trueſt logic. 
Thoſe few images which they have imbibed are 
more clear and intelligible than thoſe of grown- 
up people, who are ſurrounded with ſtrong in- 
clinations, and whoſe imagination hath, per- 
haps, been pampered and indulged. Vet this de- 
lire of ee truth will begin to peep forth 


„% „„ 


and ſhew itſelf even in children, when the doll 
or the plumb cake happens to be the ſubje& of 
| contention ; and each will ufe as many perplex- 
ing words, to engage mamma to determine the 
right of property to be inveſted in the littl eſpeaker, 
125 "a the moſt eloquent lawyer in Weſtminſter- 
all. | SS, 
The reaſon Portia had been ſo long uninter- 
Fupted, was not owing to the acquieſcence of the 
Cx v to any of her ſentiments ; but from the 
time ſhe had mentioned the word LoGrc, they 
had ſtretched their eyes wide open, and fixed 
them on her, with an amazed ſtare as if they had 
beheld a monſter, - Then opened all at once full- 
mouthed againſt women's underſtanding logic; 
not in a manner as if they even deſired to prove 
It either uſeleſs or hurtful, (for they deal not in 
proofs) but in attempted ridicule; they abuſed 
female logicians, and caſt forth ſly reproaches 
againſt every woman that knew any thing of the 
matter. Firſt, all the feminine part of the 
Cx x utterly diſclaimed all knowledge of it them- 
ſelves; and whatever they thus diſclaim, they 
not only inſinuate is of no value, but labour alſo 
to ſhew that the poſſeſſion of it is attended with 
ſhame. Then they unanimouſly pronounced 
that logic was a man's buſineſs; and they were 
certain that a woman would never be ' married 
who pretended to ſuch high learning; for men 
were not ſuch fools as to burthen themſelves with 
logical wives. A fine wife indeed would any 
woman make, who ſhould chop logic all day 
with her huſband ! Then after a loud laugh they 
raiſed their voices to the higheſt pitch, and talk'd l 
all together till their breath faiſed them, in en- 
- . deayouring to prove that logical women 1 5 
6 i 10 S un 


eqns — „ fy Wy . „ „ „ A A949 me tend Fee AL 
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ſtun their 1 and never date dem to be 
at reſt for their eternal babbling. 

Portia, who had no notion that logic meant 
any thing, but an art of reducing the forms of 
ſpeech into ſuch a method, as from thence clearly 
to diſtinguiſh truth from falſhood, could not but 

ſmile at the preſent alarm amongſt the Cx v; and 
out of a whimſical curioſity, which was juſt then 
raiſed in her mind, ſhe aſked them what they 
really underſtood to be the meaning of the word 
LODIET =: 
This queſtion Portia addreſſed to the female 
part of the aſſembly; and the men ſtood ſilent, 
willing to hear what the women would ſay on 
the ſubject. A ſudden queftion hath the ſame 
effect on the Car, as an attempt to touch it 
hath on an hedgehog. . For the fretful animal 
rolls itſelf up, hides its head, and throws forth 
all its briſtles in order to pierce the bold band 
that dares approach it. The Car, on Portia's | 
queſtion, were all ſuddenly ftruck ona heap into 
ſullen ſilence. Modeſty or diffidence in them- 
ſelves was far from cauſing their filence ; for 
they had long ſoar'd above-ſuch groveling mo- 
tives; but the ſpace of time before they ſpoke 
was employed in meditating the manner in which 
they ſhould expreſs their indignation. To aſk 
them what they underſtood by any thing, they 
always conſtrued into a ſuſpicion of their igno- 
Trance z and this, being the higheſt of all offences, 
never failed: raiſing their anger. Strange anger 
this! conſidering how vehemently they had juft 
before diſclaimed all ſuch knowledge. But after | 
having vented. part of their wrath, by dealing 
out ſuch words as wits, women of ſenſe, pre- 
„ tenders to learning, &c.“ they ſtrove with 
5 | | LE CORTE 
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emulation, who firſt ſhould rove herſelf. capa- | 


ble of anſwering Portia's queſtion. But it was, 
after the manner 0 1 8 ny Spiele: by 
Hudibeak, 1 F 


«Tn. proper terms buch as men ſmatter, 


+" 01 1 they throw out and miſs the matter,” 


För one faid that logic was an outlandiſh lan- 


guage; another, bluſhing for the ignorance of 
her Friend, ſaid that it was learning a parcel of 
hard names in order to conjure by; a third, 


eager to diſplay her knowledge of what ſhe had 


pretended heartily to deſpife, declared that it was 
ſomething which men Jearnt at the univerſities, 
in order to hinder themſelves from being under- 
ſtood. In ſhort, logic by one or other amongſt 


them was found out to be every thing that it was 


not. Each hit on fome new invention to aſſert, 
and- every one was delt pleaſed with her own, 
invention. 1 

As ſoon as every one had vented a ſepatate opi- 
nion, in order to take off- the reproach, as they 
thought, of. not being able to anſwer any queſti- 
on which Portia could propoſe, they all once 
more in a body declared, that for- a woman to 


Sc to underſtand logic, or any other kind of 


arning, which was properly a man's buſinefs, 
muſt and would ſubje&t her to deſerve con- 


tempt, and ſhe would be deſpiſed and neglected 


a all mankind. 


PoxTia. The fear of being neglected, or 
diſeltsemed for any Knowledge could attain, 


never once came into my mind. I am conſcious 


that it cannot make me the proper object of dif- 
Fn unleſs the pride of wy own heart turns 
Cr, wholeſome 


3 


5 , 


ur 29.4. 
e dme food into poiſon, and that affeQation 
35 inlolence ſhbuld be the conſequence of every 
pre of knowledge, to which T could arrive. 
TEE to any contempt that 1 may lie under, 
i wW 11225 i 0 rea onable foundation, Ien- 
4405 0 to'keep ſuch” a command over my own 
mind "AS to: enable me to eaſſ ily bear it, without 
fretting, or e from thence. the kafſt degree of 
| anxiety. oy 
Portia could have uttered nothi ng more like- 
ly to inflame the CRY with, Ds ke than 
Meat tin thatſhe was io to be rufled by their 
AE green & contempr, 5 Wand they were etſy to 
hae falleff n her ot gffectatibn with the atmoſt 
virulence" of theft tongues, when * the harmony 
of Una? s voice prevented their doing more than 
muttering and F their diſcontent; far 
ſhe encouraged Portia i Rer Way of thinking, 
By ES fa cOpfeferve that temper 
'of mind was chen true road to happineſs. x 
\PorTI A; TEK 9250 berficial deſire of ſeek- 
be after know led Which is ſatisfied with 
ſwimming on the ſurface! of every ſcience: or 
which, like à fickly appetite, is greedy after 
every thing it Tp ies, but is unable either to re- 
ceive a quantity ſufficient” for- nouriſhment,” nor 
bath the power of digeſtivg what it receives. 
To carry on tlie fame meta bor, 'T believe the 
whole force of the human imagination is unegual 
tothe finding of an illuſtration more adequate in 
all its parts, to exemplify a mind injudiciouſly 
eram'd with undigeſted knowledge, than is a 
body pampered and glütted with poignant Tiuces, 
by which the palate loſes all taſte of wholeſome . 
food, and grows ſo luxuriouſſy wanton, that at 
| Aſt all Kind of TI is ps loft, and the un- 
e fortunate 
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4 8 80 1 1 
fortunate Body which | is thus A 1h ind a, 
but in fact cruelly treated, becomes a fink o of 
Toathſome. diſeaſes, and an intolerable | burthen 


| *4o itſelf, I had ſuch an unbounded truſt in the 


Judgment. of Ferdinand, that. ] knew. he would 
eaſily diſtinguiſh whether I thus. peryerted i 105 


ſtruction, ſo as to deſerve contempt; and whil 
my behaviour obtained his approbation, I was 


perfectly ſatisfied, nor JANA the Apapion.' of the 
whole world beſides... e 
And now the gloomy e of the Cay 


FEES > 


began a little to ſubſide, and. the ſeem d _ 


vering from Una's laſt re e en owever, they 


could nor yet venture at t 


contradicting of Por- 
tia's ſentiments, becauſe indeed they did not clearly 


underſtand whether. ſhe was at preſent an advo- 


cate for or againft knowledge; ; but they all hit, as 
they thought, on a moſt: wonderful Aſrovery Fram. | 


Portia's laſt words, namel „that ſhe was moſt 


exceſſively in love with erdinand. That ſhe 
| Herſelf had repeatedly confeſſed: it, had no chance 


of being acknowledged by them. For a. true 
diſcoverer ſhuts up all his windows at noon- day, 
and cannot enjoy the light of the ſun, whilſt che 


5 bleſſing is viſibly common to all, and whilſt tis 


nothing new to declare that it "ſhines, but. he 


muſt contrive to peep through ſome ſmall crevice, 


and then is wonderfully, delighted that he hath 
found out the open blaze of day. 


PorxT1a. No wonder is it, O 5 that 


vou ſhould find out my loye for Ferdinand, ſince 
1 have declared it in plain and honeſt words ſe- 


5 veral times. I have confeſſed it to be. my. glory. 


The Car baulked and. diſappointed at Portia's 
confeſſing the truth of what they 


% Sa #4 


ſhameful accuſation apainſt her, 1 * 0 


1 e l GY 


thought a 


Lo RE RE ICID. e e 


67 7 


de revenged, and took ſo 1 2 turn, as is 
almoſt incredible: for rather than make no diſ- | 
covery at all, they were reſolved to rob her of 
her glory, by finding out that ſhe was not in love 
with Ferdinand. And this they attempted to 
prove, by poſitively aſſerting, that her being. in 


love with any one was a matter of fact in itſelf 
impoſſible. She had not a heart, they ſaid, ca- 


pable of ſuch a paſſion; for ice itſelf was the 


11 emblem of her affections. So that, in 
their ee e oa ; 1 0 or 2 alter- 


J £5 4.9 % * 


The Gar en GEE, . lives in 8 (0 
manner as Children ſpend their time, when they 


play at cat's, cradle. They puzzle and perpleæx 


themſelves, and twiſt every ſtring a thouſand 


different ways, but all in vain: for till they have 


found it out themſelves, or by owning their ig- 


norance, have, according to the children's phraſe, 
' YIELDED to be informed how to put their fin- 


gers into the right place, the cradle wall. Never 


come into its e form. e 
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SCENE, vm. 


4. ms s virtutes 75 invertimus; 5 atſue 8 
Suincerum e vas incruftare,— 1 


5 PORTIA. 


ORTIA was: now called back by Una, to a 
a ſubject ſhe would by no means have farther 

5 Wits on in that company, had Una been abſent. 

But we would not here be miſunderſtood, as if 
contempt for the underſtandings of the Cx v 
would have cauſed her filence. Portia well 
knew that there was no want of capacity in that 
aſſembly, for underſtanding any ſubject that ſhe | 
was capable of diſcourſingon; but ĩt was the inflex- 
able ſtubbornneſs of theirminds, and the impoſſibi- 
lity ſhe knew there was of gaining from them any 
the leaſt degree of candid attention, which would 
have cauſed her ſilence, had not Una kindly pro- 
tected her, and given her all the encouragement 
Which was due to modeſt merit. 

This ſubject was no other than that of learn- 
Ing and knowledge; on which Una was defirous 
of hearing the utmoſt Portia could ſay. 

Pok TTA. When real knowledge, or learning 
of any kind, is accuſed of creating in the heart 
of man either pride or contempt of others; the 
accuſation muſt be as falſe, as if we were to aſ- 
ſert that a pear-tree produced the baleful berries 
of the yew. A little e is well obſerved to 

5 8 be 
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a dangerous * b thine? Toes a8. the danger i is con- 


felled to ariſe from the ſmallneſs of the quantity, 


*tis more proper to ſay, that ignorance and the 


want of Tearning f is dangerous : for by drinking 
deeply all the a prehended evil will in a mo- 
ment vaniſh. But, even in this ; drinking deeply, 


great care muſt be "wen to draw our liquor from 


; the right and wholeſome fountain; otherwiſe (to 


continue the metaphor) we ſhall be but intoxica- 
ted, inſtead of repleniſhed, and ſhall: confound. 


our brains in 4 1 8 19 We muſt 
drink deep enod OY to dug bottom; we 


8 


th 15 N 5 70 Ho Es wich the 10 7 
of man, ever produce” a 1 


towards becher? Whilft Indeed 
blind our eyes, „ and Keey' out the Knowledge of 


this truth; whilſt we uſe all our endeavours to 


1 our o. e berte on one far above 9 75 
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* Drink Reel or taſle not t te Pierian 4 oe. 
Ute n is a ee thing. 8 
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ſelt-ſufficient pride in 
ourfelves, or an infolent "overb 91 contempt 
e wilfully . 
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5 8 3 
gine we poſſeſs; This is throwing away.one of 
the diſtinguiſhing privileges of man, (which 
even his bodily form hath given him) that of 
8 lifting. up. his eyes, towards: heaven, and chufin 


dwell on his memory. 7 
TDis the not opening of our eyes to the ſimple 
truth before mentioned, and the continual com- 
pariſons which we delight to make of ourſelves 


inſolence with know edge, ox malice with igno- 
tance. For I will boldly aſſert, that the man 
who is diſdainfully ' overbearing amongſt - thoſe 
over whom he hath but the leaſt degree of either 
real or fancied ſuperiority, will be flily malicious 
whenever he is admitted into company, Where 


that he ſtands in the leaſt degree inferior to any 
of his companions. If we would ſtrike at the 
root of this evil, we muſt ſtrip all pain from the 
thought of our own inferiority, and muſt learn 

to bear it with mildneſs and good-humour. 


—_—_— FF. toe 
— — — 


— — 


—— 
— — 


- 


be but once eradicated from the human breaſt, 
how great a change would appear in almoſt all 
converſations l I fancy, if a man who had been 
long converſant in this world was to be placed 
amonſt a ſet of beings, bearing the outward form 
of his acquaintance, but who had thus plucked 
up this evil by the roots, he would be ſeized with 
the higheſt aſtoniſhment ; he would wonder what 
was become of all the inſolence on the one hand, 
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peen all his life accuſtomed. He would then be 
able to N — without hurtful baer 1 ad 
ea 


to let them lower down continually on the earth, 
only that the power of Ne fig may 


with our companions, that induces us to diſplay 


JJJJ6—!d . . 2 . \ 19 


the painful thought intrudes itſelf on his mind, 


Could this fear of being leſs than the greateſt 


and all the malice on the other, to which he had 


m4 ©. — . 


a a 


5 1 
ſtead of ſeeing mortified Iſcontent, or inſulting 
ſneers, he would behold nothing but benignant 
ſmiles, ariſing from the Indulgence of innocer 
pleaſantry, and the height of ſocial good-humour, 
Una enibraced Portia, for drawing ſuch an 
agreeable picture, whilſt the Cx x laboured with 
Fj their force to diſunite them. But finding their 
_ endeavours to be in vain, they loudly call'd on 
Portia to anſwer or deny, if twas in her power, 
this affirmation z_ that learning, and every de- 
gree of knowledge, mult. give. at leaſt an addi- 
tional opportunity of exerting inſolence, and 
opened therefore a much greater inlet to arro- 
gance, than ignorance could poſſibly give. 
Pox TIA. That knowledge and learning, in 
a ſmall degree, gives an additional opportunity 
for exerting inſolence, or rather impertinence, 
you are undoubtedly in the right, O ye CRT. 
And now the melody of Fraſi's 45 5 might h 
as well be heard amongſt the ſound of warlike i in- 
ſtruments, preceding a triumph for victory, as 
Portia's amongſt the noiſy acclamations of ihe 
Car, for their own imaginary conqueſt. They 
puffed. and ſwelled,” and invited echo by their 
loud applauſes. They fully proved indeed the 
truth of their aſſertion, by the inſolence of their 
clamour, and undeniably ſhewed how ſmall a 
degree of knowledge is capable of producing the 
moſt overbearing contempt. Yet they felt fome- 
thing within very unpleaſing, which amounted 
to a conſciouſneſs that they had falſly accu 
Portia of ever denying the truth of their. obey 
vation ; and if their inmoſt hearts could have. 
been laid open, it would haye been ſeen, that 
their triumph was not half ſo compleat, as by 
their outward applauſes be endeavoured to 
; make appear. ED d PoxriA. 
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Por Tra. Irs giving oNE opportunity. to ex- 


ert inſolence, be held a teaſonable cauſe for con» 
demning any ſuch advantage, and if it can be. by 
this means accuſed. of being miſchievous, every 


faculty -of the mind, every ſuperior degree of 
ſtrength of the body, and every kind of property 


whatſoever, muff plead guilty to the accuſation: 


we mult defire that mankind. ſhould be reduced 
to naked unanimated clods of earth. But ſuch : 


wiſh would, be full as pregnant of abſurdity, a 


| there i is any utility, becauſe there bath been 
nothing which men at one time or other have 
not, in the height of ſome pamper'd and blown 
up paſſion, turned into inſtruments of miſchief 


and deſtruction. By this way of reaſoning, in- 
ftead of confining madmen, we ſhould take 


away from the ſober part of. mankind; whatever | 
the mad in their raving fits of frenzy had em- 
19 in doing miſchief. Surely: we have had 


ut little experience;. or have. profited but very 


ttle by that moſt uſeful of all knowledge, if we 
are not convinced that inſolence and arrogance 


rage moſt in thoſe minds, where poor know- 


ledge, by the, moſt pofitive of all proofs, that of : 

abſence, muſt be exculpated from a poſſibility of - 
being the cauſe of its exertion. But 1 CO. fels 
a more than I at firſt intended, T have con- 


founded the two words knowledge and learning, 


whereas, to avoid confuſion, great care ſhould be 


taken to keep our ideas of them diſtinct. There 
is a knowledge which'is concerned in the gaining, 
ideas of things, and e their utility 3 53 


| Whereas what we generally call. learning is con- 
eerned only in gaining the various names for 
nts N The farmer, When he e his. 


* a... S te tral - 


x. 
mer 


"If. 
ik hath as much, nay perhaps more uſeful 
knowledge of the plow-ſhare, than the man of 
learning, or more properly the linguiſt, who 


knows its name inevery language ſpoken chrough- | 


. out the globe. 


As this world A at preſent conſtituted: what 
we call the lower part of mankind work for pay, 


and by that means ſupport themſelves and. fami- 
lies ; yet their aſſiſtance by the means of their 


labour is as neceſſary to the rich, as the pay of 


the rich is to the labouring man. Bid not this de- 
pendence for common ſubſiſtence oblige the low- 
er claſs of men to fell their labour; if the gentle 


man, whoſe birth and fortune had enabled him to 


have had a literate education, was to deſpiſe his 
cook for his ignorance; the cook in my opinion 


would then have a very reaſonable 'pretence for 
with-drawing his labour, and forcing the learned 
inſulter to employ ſome of that time in n prepping 
elp-of his 
cook) hath now letfure to employ. in pampering | 
the pride of his heart, by ficſt acquiring, and 
then applauding his own acquired learning. I 


food for his body, which he (by the 


have often reflected with pleaſure on the follow⸗ 
ing obſervations of Montaigne. „Men (ſays 

he) are preſently apt to . doth ſuch 4 
ce one underſtand GREExX ? or is he a eritie in 
GC LATIN? and ſhould you cry out of one that 
, paſſes by 0 what a learned | —— and 
«© of an other O what a good man goes 


«there !-rhe 500 would not fail to turn their 
eyes, and address their reſpect to the former. 


„ There ſhould then be another cryer to ex- 
& claim O the puppies and coxcombs !!?— 
The Cx Y were now in the higheſt Perpes f 


For When firſt Portia menen learning, they : 
| ee 
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thought themſelves ſecure of a good opportunity 


. of abuſing her, as by her language and manner 


they imagined her to be poſſeſs d of it; but now 


as it appeared to them, that ſhe had taken the 
other fide of the queſtion, they conſequent- 


ly concluded that ſhe had no learning, and 
they therefore ſet up a general high admira- 
tion of it. They declared it to be the only valu- 


able thing in this world. Some blamed their 


parents for their ignorance (for they muſt have 
ſomebody to blame) and were ſorry, they ſaid, 


that it was too late in life for them to attain it. 
Theſe alſo pitied and lamented themſelves, de- 


plored their own condition, and at laſt made a 
kind of attempt at talking the language of humi- 
lity; but moſt awkwardly was it executed. 


However, their doubt about Portia's having 


learning or no learning kept them from unani- 


moufly either praiſing or decrying it, and *tis 
impoſſible to repeat the jargon they uttered on 


this ſubject. They would not ſee how eaſily they 


might have turn'd their perplexity into certainty, 
by only aſking Portia the queſtion. But the 


fear of damping the real joy at their hearts, on 


the ſuppoſition of her want of learning (notwith- 


ſtanding their affected contempt for it in a wo- 


man) withheld them from ſuch enquiry. Por- 


tia ſaw their dilemma, and although ſhe would 
freely have anſwered any one who had aſked her, 
whether ſhe ever had or had not been inſtructed 
in any language beſides her own; yet was ſhe re- 
folved at this time not to gratify the curioſity of 

the Cay, as they had not candour enough with 


good-humour to aſk her the plain queſtion. _ 
PoRTIa. You ſhall never, O ye CR, till 


I think proper, poſitively know whether I am 


'or 


— , , BW gi. et YR pay nnd br nin ON 
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rt, 61 N 
or am not polteled of learning. Not chat 1 
think ſuch your information of the leaſt conſe- 
quence. But I very well know that the motive 


to your curioſity i is in order to abuſe me, if you. 


could find out that 1 have learning, and to in- 


ſult and trample on me if you are certain that 


have not. For one of the great advantages of 


learning i is, that it keeps the modeſt mind from 


being overborne and inſulted by that proud pe- 
dantry which ſtruts in a borrow'd phraſe from 


the ancients, which, phraſe allo, is often no more 


than a ſentence recollected out of the LATIN 


ſyntaxis, and which nothing but the rod bath 


imprinted on the memory. But I ſhould really 
be glad, O ye Car, if you would inform me 
whether the meaning of all you have been ſaying 
185; that, you Hi a5 learning, or whether you 


hold it in very high eftimation? _ f 


Una ſmiled at, Portia's. ſpritely treatment of 


the Car, whilſt the Cx r themſelves toſs d up 


their noſes, ſaid they cared as little about her 
learning, or her want of it, as ſhe did for their 


opinions; nor would they inform her whether 


they e learning, or whether they did not. 
Pon r TA. Since ye will not declare your own 


| meaning, I. will tell you an illuſtrating, ſtory, 
in order more fully to explain mine, when I ſay, 


that, whatever faults any one may think proper 
to charge on learning, yet that it is ignorance 
which is very often the motive to malice and de- 
traQion.. 1 

An illuſtrating Rory from Portia was as s dread- 


ful to the Cx x as a queſtion; nor would they 
have ſuffered her to have proceeded, had not the 


awful voice of Una forced them to ſhrink into 


| themſelves, and to retire ; in ſullen diſcontent. 
| PORTIA, : 
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Pon TIS; Some years ago T went from Lon- 
don to a part of Kent, which lies on the ſea 


ſhore, in what is called a hoy- boat, being in. 


deed à pretty large veſſel, which contains a great 
number of paſſengers. There Was ſo dead a 

calm, that we were kept out two nights; z Fet 
was there ſuch a coldneſs in the air, that it forced 
moſt of the paſſengers to go dowrr into the hold 


where the goods were ſtow'd. As I could not 
bear the ſuffocation of ſuch a place, my compa- 


nion and myſelf ſat upon the decke on hampers, 
 hop'bags, * or © What we- could find. K young 
man and woman alſo were feated not far from 
us, and ſeemed converfing on a ſudſeck which 
very much raifed our attention to their diſeburſe. 
The man appeared by his drefs to be a carpenter, 
and the girl, as Tafterwards heard, was a ſervant 
in a gentleman's family; yet theſe two were diſ- 
_eourling on no other than the ſubject of learning. 
A gentſeman, it ſeems, in | whoſe fervice this 
young fellow's father had ſpent: che greateſt part 


of his life, had put this bey to ſchool, and in- 
tended to have provided for him in ſomething; an 


higher ſtation of life than his birth demanded ; 
but finding! his thorougb incapacity for ſuch an 
education, he took him from "ſchool, prenticed 
him to a carpenter, and the boy now grown up 
was become a ſweet-heart to Betty his fellows 
traveller, and his maſter's maid. * 2 


John, conſcious that Betty knew he Aud PR 


at ſchool, exerted all his eloquence in the praiſe 


of learning, but ſtrictly confined it to men, in 


which Betty very heartily agreed with him; for 


ſhe was jealous of a rival in her own fellow- ſer- 


vant, who was able both to write and read {two | 


things Berry w was s intirely ignorant of ) but her 
0 fear 
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other inſtances ſhe named miſs C — 


* r ²•˙¹wm̃ ̃—ir ↄ . ⁰ VM’ H ˖ 6b 


fear on this ſcore was perfectly gr oundleſs; for 
her rival had loft. John's favour on that account. 


to reckon up in her own knowledge, a great 


number of women in every degree of life, who 
 (ſhe.ſaid) were proud and lazy, from having more 


learning than became their ſe, Amongſt many 
ol „ an in- 
timate acquaintance of my own. Miſs C5 


father (fays Betty) had uk Dora ; 1 i bretl 5 


bis daughter a houſwife, and then, ene i 
ſhe might have got her a huſband, which with 


all her fine learning ſhe has not yet been able to 


do. And no wonder, for what man wou'd 


be plagued with a flattern? — No truly (fays 
Bhs I believe no gentleman would like to have 


s family affairs neglected, becauſe his wife was 


ö filling her head with crotchets and pot-hooks, 


and who, becauſe ſhe underſtood a few $CRAaPs 
of LATIN, valued that more than minding her 
needle, or providing her huſband's dinner. 
Had I been a ſtranger to miſs C — OF. 
had I not had too much experience of the world, 


to fix my opinion of any character where malite 
appeared in the repreſentation, I might have 


been deceived. I might have imagined that the 
lady of whom they ſpoke had not only neglect- 
ed every thing that could be called neatneſs, but 
that ſhe prided herſelf in careleſſneſs of dreſs, in 
order to prove her title to a little ſuperficial 
learning; and that ſhe affected to ſoar above 
every part of domeſtic ceconomy. Under ſuch 
circumſtances I ſhould have been very far from 
diſcovering the true character of miſs C——, 
which from my own knowledge I am very well 
ear pam, Topo room 
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part of uſeful œconomy. 


gyman, and hath a large family. Her mother 
dying when ſhe was very young, ſhe hath rather 
been a mother than a ſiſter to all her younger 


BY the moſt aſſiduous i 


I ans oo Sea 
8 


1 
Una loox d full of expectation, and the Cx v 
ow reaſons beſt known to themſelves) full of 
terror, for what Portia would repreſent to be 


this lady's true e when thus ſhe Pro- 


Sealed 
PokTII. Miſs b E. —= is fo far from being 


{9 


a flattern, that ſhe is e neat in her 


perſon, and is uncommonly diligent in every 
Her father is a cler- 


brothers and ſiſters. She hath indeed, under 


her father's tuition,” acquired, not a few ſcraps 
of LArix as John inſinuated, but a large ſhare of 
real learning, 


languages: nor was the leiſure which ſhe found 


of almoſt all the hving and dead 


for ſuch acquirements produced by neglecting 
any thing neceſſary or uſeful for the family, but 
But hee 

er 


3 


:b We muſt 9k beg pardon of our reader fo de- 
parting from a promiſe made in our prologue ; name- 
1y, that we would not ever be underſtood by our cha- 
racters, to mean any living particular perſon : for we 
'cannot deny that a young lady, too well known to need 


any farther deſcription, hath without her conſent ſat 


for the above picture. 
Nor is the detraction from ſo fair a character a 
matter of meer invention; for by ſuch very perſons as 


Ae and Betty did we (or our Portia) hear it uttered. 


The farther favour we beg, beſides pardon for our 


deviation from our promiſe, is, that our candid read- 


er will rely on our word of honour, which we here 


give, that we deſign no ſuch particular application 
throughout our book without 18 Siving the ſame 


notice. 


» ot PD Wl'B Gains binds 


them. 


her repreſentation. topp'd ber part; . for ſhe firſt 


invented faults to throw on miſs. C —— which 


ſhe never had, and then caſt the blame of thoſe 
faults on that part of miſs C ——?s character, 

which ſhe had moſt inclination , to cenſure... 
There is a corruption of heart in this perverſe 
and fallacious manner of proceeding,. which it- 
is much pleaſanter to avoid the ſight of, than to 
keep continually before our eyes. 


Una, who of all things deteſted : that any 


ſeemingly juſt cenſure ſhould flick on any thing 


that may be uſeful to mankind, was heartily re- 
joiced to hear poor LEarniNnG ſo exculpated, 
and that ſhe had an opportunity of delighting 
herſelf, with the view. of fo fair, a. character as 
miſs c ; whilſt the Cay, forgetting, 
their late high admiration of learning, all ſat, 
before they were aware of it, for the picture of 
John and Betty. They began to declare that 


they would hold a good wager, that Portia had | 


miſrepreſented her friend, and that the honeſt. 
country girl in the hoy-boat had fairly ſpoke the 
truth. Then did they load poor miſs C ——,; 

whom they had never ſeen, with ten times more. 
calumny than John or Betty had done before 
_ PoxT14. Another part of John's courtſhip to 
Betty, which I cannot omit, was, that, fully to, 
ſhew his own learning, he began repeating to his 
ſweet-heart ſeveral ſcraps of LATIN verſes which 
he had picked up at ſchool ; and greatly did -it 
make my companion (who was a man of very 
great learning) ſmile to hear how thoroughly. he 


_ expoſed his ignorance by not. ſpeaking three ſyl- _ 


lables right, whilſt he attempted to ſet off his 


knowledge. But this fully anſwer'd John's pur, 
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poſe towards Betty; 
ſtand, ſhe highly admited' him, and he conclu- 
ded by again repeating, that learning was 2 Hue 


thing for a man, but 'twas both uſeleſs and 


. for a woman, either to write or 
read. It is, I confeſs, no wonder that a poor 
ignorant girl ſhould be thus impoſed on, and 


ſhould take for a compliment ſuch bare-faced 
contempt. 


Might” we make the ſuppoſition, 
that in higher life a man was thus to court his 


miſtreſs, the thoughts which muſt paſs in his 
mind before ſuch an intended addreſs, could be 


no other than thats.” © 


Fhattery, I am convinced, 10 the only dare 
. by which I can entangle my prey; but of this 
there are ſo many ſorts J know not which to 
chuſe, The woman, whom I at preſent admire, 


is extremely handſome ; and compliments to her 
perſon ſhe is ſo *accuſtom'd to, that they will 


have but little weight. I know ſhe is very ſilly, 


and it would be no uncommon practice therefore 


| 55 entrap her by encomiums on her underſtand- 


but the moſt artful method in my opinion 


| Would be this, to tell her that what ſhe doth not 


poſſeſs is uſeleſs and contemptible; that weak- 
neſs and imperfection is the perfection of a wo- 


man; that I am ſtark mad in love with i igno- 
rance, and thus ſhall 1 allure her by ar her 
e og. 


This is TOE Ba in "thi Beit of every ſuch 


over, although other words may chance to flow 


from his lips; and he generally proves how juftly 
founded his opinion is of his miſtreſs's : folly, by 


her being thus to be enſnared. 


The female part of the Cx, 56 had many 


"of them often experienced a joyful ſelf-approbati- 


for as ſhe aid n not . 


hs tak * * 


7J7J7%V%%** Leng . 
CCF 
en, on being told by their admirers that all thein 
perfection lay in folly,” and that to prove their 
wiſdom they mult ſhun, as poiſon, every offer'd 
inſtruction, for fear of becoming diſagreeable ts 
their lovers, now felt rolling in their boſoms the ; 
higheſt anger and diſdain. — Not againſt their 
adorers for ſo prepolterous.a method.of:flatteryi— | 
much leſs agaimſt themſelves for receiving ane 
being pleaſed with ſuch abſurd adulation ;. but 
all their indignation, was pointed againſt Portia, is; 
for daring to” bring into open light. the true 
meaning of ſach:paradoxical ſtuff. Yet as there 
was not . 5 who kat 1 
enjoyed the pleaſure. of having been flattered for 
their vie th dings; 4 Giffenſion began to 
ariſe amongſt themſelves, which for the preſent 
took off their attention from Portia ; and ſuch 
their contention. growing every minute louder 
and louder, the pſual and only effectual fem 
was forced to be applied, namely, the commande 
of Una, which ſoon, awed them into a ſullen at. 
tentlon. Slag er eee 5 ttt . 5 
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fear ſomething ſhould come out that you! co 


ing that it deſerves. 
continues no longer than whilſt you can keep it 


1 "any Ber nes behold hin & 408 dint... 
5 Les him not dare to challenge me e pl. n 


Hur if he ſhame to have his follies known, . q * N 
Tui be lu fun: to act em. „ 5 
WE Jounson, 


TON 6691 


10 Fa : 
1 kan, u, Tur F "Wire 5 


„ 
1 > (£30 . 3 


| P 0 R ＋ 1 4 14 Rl No 
oO IN ct; you juſt now, Oye t Cay; ſhuffled 
away the queſtion which 1 aſked you, for 
uld 
not Jaftify*;* 7 "myſelf will tell you from 'your 
own language, whether you hold learning in 


kJ 4 1 12 9 7165 (1 
s; | | 7 


contempt, or in very high eſtimation. 


You really ſet a much higher value on learn- 
But your admiration of it 


at a diſtance, and whilſt you can look on it as 


too robuſt and maſculine to be ſuited to female 
delicacy. Let it once come ſo near you, as for 
'2 woman and an acquaintance to be poſſeſſed of 


it; and you would ſink under the intolerable 


burthen of ſeeing (atleaſt in one point) your own 


inferiority, if you could not ſubſtitute ſomething 
of your own property to admire in its ſtead : and 
unleſs by fancied e or e üneldiue⸗ 

| you 


2 E am 


FD S282 8 


FR 
=e 


«i 


. 7% „„ 


ode ext än odium on whogyet Saab 
dare tO ſoar Above you. 3 * VR IH of F 


That Portia ſhould thus penetrate the thoughts 15 


of the CRY ſwelled: their hearts with rage. 
They would, have gone farther, had they dared, | 
coy ſpeaking daggers. But they plentffülly bee” 
wed on her their whliole''colleAioh o Iro-" 
b — — „ by talkitig'6f v 1s, WOMEN oF_ 
plas prRETENDERSTO PENETRATION, Kc. 


and concluded by drawing this abſurd inference 


from Portia's true repreſentation of miſs ; 


* WW char the thought it right'and fitting for all! girls” 


to be inſtructed in IN and GREER, 404 
: that houſewifty and need: work were very 185 
0 r female employmen ts: 6 


The laugh and hubbub of the Car, on this 
fancied" diſcovery of a real abſurdity, wWas ſo 


d great, that it was a very long time before Portia 


8 WE © 


r could be heard. And it would be endlefs to res, 
Id peat the number ef filty trite ſay ings that wete, 


ur uttered,” in order to contradict Portia, in What 


in was the fartheſt from her intentions to "affert; Re. 


- TREE N. 4 dee. IG woman 19 8 to be 95 


it — nn Tam le fen 2 Feb contradiftn oY 
as that L looked On it 46 ted univerfally allowed to. 
le need any mentidn or "juſtification: "And full as 
or diftaritiatfo am I from thinking, that what is 
of called a learned education is by any means ne- 
ple ceſſary, or even proper” for women in general. 

But, when added to all the uſeful knowledge of 


ſary duties of her ſtation, a Foufg lad) employs 


or. J. 3 | reliſh 


Ty 


a woman, without neglecting any of the neceſ= 


her leiſure hours in acquiring às uch learning in 
ET 48 will: enable er to have A higber 
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1 relifh both for. WE a 1 A 8 
"FM which means ſhe may indeed have ſomething 2 
leſs relifh than other young ladies for cards and 
public places) I ſee not why ſhe ſhould: be ſtared 
at as a monſter, reviled as a flattern, or ridicu- 
led as an abſurd animal, not fit for the ener 
of either men or women 4 
When mankind are e to eee an- 
other poſſeſſed of any particular excellemce, the 
great pains they take in endeavouring to tack on 
to that excellence ſome neceſſary defect, is 2 
contrivance invented by envy, in order to pre- 
vent burſting with in ward ſpleen at ſo bateful a 
ſight. And it brings to my remembrance a prac- 
2185 L have heard of one of our former ſovereigns, 
who, when he wanted money, would never 
fign any uſeful bill in parliament, without tack - 
ing on another for his own ſupplies. - Thus to 
make wir paſs current in the world, malice 
tacks on to it WANT N 'JU/DGMENT!'z Tt 
SOUND Ifir is tack d w] AN TOF IN 
- VENTION ; to LEARNIXG in men, ED AN 
TRY; in women, WANT. OF EVERY : DOME - 
STIC VIRTVE; to VIVACIFY,;:LEVET-Y 3. to 
GRAVITY, | DULLNESS 3 but above all, to a 
© LIVELY IMAGINATION, MADNESS», The be- 
haviour of mankind to each other, in exulting 
in every trifling advantage which they have dver 
another, and repining at the want of every: ad- 
vantage which they cannot enjoy, puts me in 
mind of a ſcene which was acted amongſt ſome 
children in a family, where, one ſummer, I 
paſſed ſome months of my time. The gentle- 
man and lady, to whom I paid my viſit, had a 
very large houſe in the country, and the upper 


n was en or: the eee 1 4 
girls 


& 


. 
8 0 r A 1 * * 


rice „„ 


zirls and a boy made up the number of this lit= 
tle ſociety. One day, miſs Nancy, the eldeſt 
girl, who was about twelve years old, had 
bolted herſelf into a large clofet that was Within 
the nurſery, She was fitting in an indolent 1 
poſture, ſeeming at a loſs for either employment 
or diverſion, ci ſhe heard her fifter Nelly in th 
next room, who ran directly to the cloſet door, 
and finding it. bolted, entreated her fiſter to let 1: 
her in. On. this, miſs Nancy grew ſo proud, __ 
with thinking ſhe was in a place where miſe | 
Nelly could: not come, that her indolence fled, 
| and, ſhe ſoon found employment enough in 
. W forming reſolutions for keeping her lifter Rill out: 
| and, collecting reaſons for ſo doing, ſhe told her 
through the door, that as ſhe was the eldeſt, he 
' had a right ts chuſe her awn apartment; that 
15 the books were kept in that cloſet, and ſhe was 
i retired to read; that the nurſery, and the outer 
b room were propereſt for children to play in, and 
9 there ſhe might ſtay, for into her cloſet ſhe ſhould 
not c m. 5 J 
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: Tien thouſand rooms would now have been of 
” no uſe to Nelly, unleſs ſhe could have got into 
* the place from which her ſiſter had excluded her. 

- BU She intreated, ſhe threatened, but all to na 
I Purpoſe 3 for miſs Nancy could not be prevailed 
on to open the door. On which Nelly fell into 

a moſt violent paſſion of roaring and crying, and 
vowed revenge: againſt her ſiſter, whenever ſhe 
ſhould have it in her power. But whilſt this 
terrible tragedy was acting in her little heart, a 


gleam of comfort aroſe; for hearing her brother 
Billy running up the ſtairs, ſhe flew to the nur- 
ſery door, bolted-it againſt him, and, by reſolve- 

ng to keep him out, had the pleaſurs of think- 
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rift. 


b that 1 89 was one perſon, however, chr 
could not get ſo far as herſelf. Little Billy uſed 


the ſame endeavours to prevail on his ſiſter 
Nelly to admit him, as ſhe had before done with 


her ſiſter Nancy, and as much in vain. Miſs 


Nancy was all joy at the thought of being able 
to exclude her ſiſter from the cloſet. Miſs Nelly 


: was greatly perturbed ; for ſhe knew not whe- 
ther ſhe ſhould be more pleaſed or vexed. She 


ſometimes crept cloſe to the door, which ex- 
cluded het from her ſiſter; and there blubber'd, 


ſtamp'd, and rag'd, with all the agonies of. anger, | 


ariſing from envy. She then ran back to the 


door which ſhe had bolted againſt her brother, 


and there laughed, and crowed, and chuckled, 


and received the higheſt raptures that inſult can 


5Sive. Poor Billy was all grief; he had no- body 
5 ſhut out except the cat; and there the diſtance 


5 was too great to give him any pleaſure.” He had 


0 Feller. but by the vent which Nelly firſt gave 
95 her paſſion 3 namely, by ſetting up a very 


loud roar. This ſoon changed the whole ſcene; 


for miſs Nancy, from her cloſet hearing her little 


brother cry in the outer room, ruſhed out to his 


afſiſtance. Pity now ſeemed wholly to poſſeſs 
her mind: ſhe could not indure to have the poor 
child vexed, and ſeverely reprimanded her ſiſter 
Nelly for her cruelty, in excluding her brother 


Fon: the nurſery. 
The exact degrees of envy and inſult, practiſed 


amongſt theſe little children towards each other, 
are. generally to be diſcovered in ſome infants of 
ſo large a growth, that their bodies are viſibly 


arrived at maturity, whilſt their minds have 
_ carefully preſerved every part of childiſhneſs, but 


its innocence. N Pope, in his preface to 
Shakeſpear's 


85 Fr .* $555 5 7 ; ; ; 
Jn Po bg a a? a. #48 


N 


* 16014 

. Shakdſpearts works, declares it as his opinion, 
that Ben Johnſon's envy firſt gave riſe to the re- 

port of Shakeſpear's want of learning, which re- 

port hath prevailed even to this day. The ſurly7ß 

Jaureat (as. Theobald, in one of his notes, judi- 

ciouſly calls Johnſon) hath left behind him a 

very. good receipt, which gloomy. malice may 
ever make uſe of to pull down a bright contem 5 

porary genius. In the firſt place, Johnſon ex- 
alted learning to a pitch beyond its value; then 
by making the moſt glaring ſhew of his own 
learning, he endeavoured to fix the higheſt ag- 
miration on himſelf ; caſting at the ſame time 

an imputation on Shakeſpear for want of learn- 
ing, and ſpared no pains in exhibiting whatrh 
thought ſo much his own Sperry in thee 
ſingle point. 

. Whoever will take the 11900 of extrating 

from Johnſon's prologue to Every Man in his 

Humour, and from various other parts of his 

. writings, the ſide-way reflex ions which he fre- 

"quently caſts on Shakeſpear, need not, I think, 

ſeek farther for the ſtrongeſt proofs of his male- 

volence and impudence of heart. I would not 

uſe ſuch words, if ſofter terms could convey n 
| meaning; » but I cannot from complaiſance lo 

the uſe of language, and drop half the image 

I deſign to give. 

_  Shakeſpear ſaw a riſing. genius in N 
and like himſelf, that is, like one who knew 
the true value of human learning, and its utmoſt 
boundaries, and whoſe genius was exalted by 
candor and good- nature, prevailed on the ma- 

nagers of the theatre to encourage Johnſon, . and 

to exhibit his firſt performance. on the ſtag "I 
| BIG ANY had nouriſhed i in his breaſt this 
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young and venomous ſnake, now grown to ma 


turity, and warmed by his friendly boſom, Ben 
Jobnſon, like himfelf, that is, like one who 
poſſeſſed fo much of genius as to make him graſp 
at the fame of having all, ſpurned at his gene- 
Tous benefactor, caught the ears of the multi- 
tude by ſharp expreſſions againſt him, which he 


called humour, and I call fpite, and endeavoured 
to throw all the obſtacles he could invent in the 


Way of Shakeſpear's race to the goal of fame, 
But Shakeſpear could never be provoked to re- 
turn ſuch paltry fpite; he, like the ſtrong 


maſtiff, fteadily paſs'd by the whiffling cur, un- | 


Heeding of his yelpings. I know the. men (as 
Montaigne fays of Plutarch, and ſome other 


5 writers) to their inmoſt fouls; I know them 5 


their works. Shakeſpear indeed had no eau 


to diſguiſe himſelf; and Johnſon's malice was too 


obſtreperous for bis management; he coud not 
reftrain it from breaking out, where gratitude 


Hhould have with-held it, and with the monument 


he hath left to poſterity of his genius, he hath join- 
ed to it a ſtrong picture of his unconquerable envy. 

The Cxy, not in the leaſt obſerving what 
Portia had faid of the character of the man, be- 
gan to accuſe her of a total want of humour, in 
not being pleafed with ſuch entertaining cha- 
kracters as are drawn by Ben Johnſon. Then 


ſome were ſounding the praiſes of Bobadel, others 


of the jealous Kitely, and all joined in admira- 
tion of the diverting figure of maſter Stephen, 
when he ſaw his broken toledo. 


Pox TIA. Very juſtly, O ye Cn v, have 


you pointed out the humour of three very enter- 
taining comic characters, which have lately gain- 


1 ed 1 merited ä 3 Nor is there any one 


amongſt 


gers eee 


* 
e ' _ 


* bp. 


. themſelves ee when it ſerved 


what Portia meant by bearing ſuch teſtimony ta 
Ben Johnſon's genius as a writer, ſince ſhe had 
before condemn'd his malice. e 


PoxT1a. I ſhould be aſhamed of myſelf; if 


| holds fo very low a place in my eftcem, when 
weighed in the balance with an honeſt heart, 
that with me (and J wiſh it was the ſame with 


taken the ſecond rank, had loved his friend 


—c——DU:ß— — . ¶ ˙ y 8 1 


JJC 
*monegft you, who can admire the beauties of 
ſome of Ben Johnſon's writings more than I do. 
For, beſides the foregoing ones, which by the 
force of inimitable action have made fuch an im- 
preſſion on your memories, there is Moroſe, 
Macileate; lady Woud-be, and many other 
ſtrong pictures of nature, in his comedies : and 
ſor his tragedies, the ſpeeches are extremely fine, 
both in his Catiline and his Sejanus: his juſt 
picture alſo of an inexorable mob, in their uſage 
of Sejanus's daughter, where the diſtreſs muſt 
move the hardeſt heart, are ſuch proofs of genius 
as have often pleaſed my fancy, and claimed my - 
- almiradon?? 1 
The Cx were now all agape, and as they 
were conſcious that to give merited praiſe, with- 
out being blind to glaring faults, was not in 


their purpoſe, they were always ready Joudly to 
clamour for impartiality) they could not imagine 


T would not acknowledge the merit of Ben 
Fohnſon as a writer ; but a capacity for writing 


every other human creature) it hath no chance 
of concealing one grain of malice or envy ; had 
Ben Johnſon known the infignificaney of genius 
in compariſon. with a benevolent heart, he had 
been contented with himfelſ, had borne to have 


Shakeſpear inſtead of abuſing him, had therefore 
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"AI been 2 happier man whilſt he lived, and left be- 


- hind him poſthumous fame (if poſthumous fame 
could delight him) ſufficient to have gratified 
the wiſhes of any.reaſonable man; and it might 
alſo have been untainted with that malice, which 
18 now too viſible to: be concealed from og 


- eyes. 


Altho' 7 1 eh ſaid) I would willingly ac- 
* knowledge all Ben's merit as a writer; yet 
would I wiſh to ſet his malignant envy in full 
view, that the face of ſuch envy may be known 
whenever i it dares to make its od ious appearance; 
nor would I willingly have mankind bully'd into 
becoming the paltry inſtruments to gratify the 
ſpleen of malignant envy, by turning their eyes 


averſe from one of the en Sorics of the hu- 


aan, . 1 
The CRV toſs⸗d up their noſes) RET faid hot 
- they ſhould not condemn Ben Johnſon, - beeauſe 


' Portia had pleaſed to abuſe him; nor would 


they blindly admire Shakeſpear, | becauſe ſhe 
thought proper to vu r him off as ſomething ſo 


very extraordinary: and then with the higheſt 
inſult they ſneeringly threw about the word 
Pyr, and wittily told her ſhe would do well 


T0 enlifl herſelf in that office to ſome modern au- 


© thor. A loud laugh of triumph re-echo'd through 


the throng; and Portia, unheeding of their rude 
behaviour, thus purſued her ſubject. 


PoxriA. The author, of Jab . 


hath gone through the ſeveral degrees of envy, 


from the lower claſſes of men to thoſe juſt above 


. them, as alſo the degrees of inſult from the up- 


per rank to thoſe below them, in my opinion 


7 very judiciouſly ;' and whenever I ſee his obſer- 


8 


F 


vations exemplified by inſult EAETUIDS: itſelf over 
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the degree jut N it, my remembrance al- 


: ways preſents me with a ſcene that I once faw 


perform'd between two monkeys, which were 
for a long time ſhewn amongſt the curious 
ſights at the Tower. One the keeper dignified 
with the name of the wisE MONKEY, and the 


other he debaſed with the appellation of FOOL- 
15H PUG, It appeared indeed to me, that it 


was nothing more than a violent deafneſs which . 
had ſeized the poor wretch, and prevented his 
obeying the word of command, and no fort of 
incapacity, that brought on him this imputa- 


tion, and degraded him below his companion, 


who was praiſed for his ſuperior wiſdom. For 
ſuch was the force of compariſon in this caſe, 


that it gave the e of WISE even to a mon- 


5 key. 


Firſt, the v WISE MONKEY, at os <olfirdnd 


| of his maſter, difplay'd his various feats of acti- 
vity, to the great delight of all his beholders. 
But there was yet a higher entertainment in 
Noe which was no other than the inſult practi- 
ſed by the wis E MONKEY over the FOOLISH 
oN E, who, either from ſtupidity or deafnets, 
was indeed perfectly incapable of obeying” his 
maſter's commands. On which the wirs E 
_ MONKEY again repeated the various little tricks 
which the other could not perform; then ſtrut- 


ted, chattered, and convulſed himſelf into ſuch a 


; number of inſulting ſneers and geſtures, import- 


ing contempt, that ſurely pus muſt have been 
a narrow obſerver of his maſter MAN, before he 
could be fo perfect in them all. But the poor 


little infulted animal eſcaped every degree of 
ſuffering from his irifults, for he was happily ig- 


norant of what they eat. But the Wẽã1.sE 
F 5 MONKEY 
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MONKEY was e not to be ſd bafied : de 
found out therefore a method of proceeding, 
_ which muſt be felt by both the wis E and Foor- 
2, and beat the poor deaf wretch till he almoſt 
left him for dead; then grinn'd and chattered 
_ aloud was, the thoughts of his own facetious be- 
- Haviour. I aſk'd the keeper why he ſuffer'd the 
poor little animal to be ſo barbaroufly treated; 
who replied, that moſt of the gentlemen and 
ladies who eame to the Tower were ſo pleaſed 
with the eſſential difference between the wis E 
and FOOLISH MONKET, that the ſhewing rr 
made a very conſiderable part of his profit. 1 
obfſerved indeed fome people then preſent, 7 
ſeemed highly delighted with the ſport, as they 
thought proper to term it : for they ſpurr'd the 
WISE MONKEY on with, Welk done wis E 
„ py G6—at him again—there you have him on 
+ <5 -this- fide—now you bave him on tother, 
with many more fuch words of encouragement, 
as are proper to be made uſe of at a prize-fight- 
ing. Peals of applauſe burſt forth in rattling 
ſounds, till the yanity of the Mon EA was puff. 
ed up to its utmoſt height, and he ſtood collected 
in his own, wiſdom. , 'This ſcene I have always 
_calPd the PICTURE. I wiſh it was an original 
_ inſtead of a copy; but alas? MON REIS can but 
imitate, and have never yet had the honour of 
being called inventors. But whenever we ſee in- 
ſult to be the effect of any ſuperiority, either na- 
tural or acquired; we may, I believe, with cer- 
tainty conclude, that the degree of ſuch ſupe- 
riority is not greater than that of wisE PUG over 
dis Wehennte BROTHER, 
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SCENE x. 


2 * fapientem qui of the prode 158 non 
 -Qtiret — Non enim MO. bis ſelum fed fru- 


; mw apientia 4, 
e 1790 Ex Enx10 & Cicxkonk. 
ee | Un. Tux Car. 


| a HE Ona were at prelent fib'd with the 
higheſt rage and indignation againſt Portia, 


and were chamorouſly loud in their accufation of 


Her having treated them with contempt, imagin- 
ing that ſtories of children and monkeys were 
beſt adapted to their weak comprehenſion. 

| PoaTia. I am now cenſured of acting a part, 
10 which of all others my nature is moſt averſe. 
To treat any living creature with contempt, T 
| Hope is not in my difpofition ; and whenever I 


dend one thought towards pointing out a weak 


comprehenſion as an object of ſcorn, may that 


corn be deſervedly retorted on my own arro- 0 


ant, and-conſequently moſt contemptible head. 
t if the higheſt inſolence reigned in my boſom 
on that ſcore, tis almoſt impoffible that I eould 


be guilty of the intention with which Jam now 


accuſed, in ſtories I have or ſhall relate before 
this particular aſſembly 

The gloomy lowering Tooks of the Cv fud- 

_ denly brighten'd. up; for, doating on the word 
ASSEMBLY applied to themſelves, -ithey looked 

| With an air of ſatisfied —— each as a 8 


1 798 1 
? ©. ++ 


— T 108 1. 
fuch x A collective Ds, They forgot indeed that 


ortia's words, which imply'd reſpe& for her au- 
dience, could in any degree be applicable to-Una,. 
for a very palpable reaſon, namely, that they 
did not at that inſtant remember that Una was 
rn for they had no leiſure to look at her, 
their eyes being all ſeparately fixed on them- 
ſelves; and every one tacitly making uſe of that 
figure in the rhetoric, which includes the whole 
in a part. Thus agreeably employ'd, they re- 
' trated their accuſation, and unanimouſly de- 
clared that twas imppſſible for Portia to be ſo 
daringly filly, as to think of treating them with 
© contempt. . "Portia inwardly ſmiled at the odd 
turns in the mind of the Cay, and thus pro- 
een ed. 153 „ 
wee Seorieb und exemplars Hons undiſ- 
| oy nature are molt properly uſed! when we 
ve a mind to trace meer fimple nature; for 
., when in fuch refearches we labour through the 
- windings of art, we often impoſe upon ourſelves, 
and have not the leaſt deſire of knowing the 
truth. Yet in the moſt labour'd and adorn'd 
- poetic fables it is poſſible, nay, far from difficult, 
to find the moſt eaſy and familiar inſtruction. 1 
remember that the learned and” i 1 Boſſu 
ES the following definition of fable. 1, 
2:56 We fable (fays he) is ia difcourſe arias: | 
, to form the manners by inſtructions, diſgui- 
994. ſed under the allegor ies of an action.? 
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e. 1 fable elt een pour: er les 
- meeurs par des inſtructjons deguiſces ſous les allegoies | 
= action. Boſſu, Traité du Poeme Epic, I. 4 1. 
2 93 . 1 25 55 2 1 
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8 

1 wal 3 ingenious inventions (in another = 
-place ſays the ſame author) under which the „ 
e truth was diſguiſed, bore for their excellency W 
« the name of FABLES, that is to ſay, of  _ ii 
% woRrDs ;. as if there was as great a differencne 
e between the fabulous diſcourſes. of the Wiſe, A! 
«© and, the common language of the vulgar, as = 


2 


„ there is between the ſpeech of man and the = 
5 or ſounds uſed by brutes to expreſs their paſſions F ö 
% and ſenſations.” 1 
The name of an eee authority hath — 
1 great weight with the Car; and as 1 


Portia profeſſed to be ſpeaking from Boſſu, 1 they 
. without interruption gave her their attention. 

Pos TIA. 8 appears not perhaps, at furſt 
view, any great degree of excellence in the ap- 
pellation of a won p, by which the French cri- 
tic (taken too as he ſays from Ariſtotle) honours | 
his fable: for, according to the vulgar notion of 
a WORD, which may be either good, bad, or 
indifferent, it rather gegrades to common con- 
ceptions this ingenious invention, which is to 
inſtruct mankind : but if we will add, that it is 
(or at leaſt contains in it] THE WATCH-WORD 
given only to the few, that it is the key which 

- admits the adept into thoſe inner apartments 
from whence. the e vulgar, are excluded, or in ſhort” —- 
; | that 


* py 


d 41 verite Stoit e degli Gi ces in- . 
ventions ingenieuſes, qui Pour leur excellence portent 
le nom de FAaBLrs, C'eſt a dire de PAR OU ES; comme 1 
Sil avoit autant de difference entre ces diſcourſes fab. 
| Jeux des favans, et le language ordinaire du peuple ; 1 
"OJ 'it y en a entre la parole propre aux hommes, et les 
voix dont uſent les brutes pour marquer leurs enn | 

et. a eee lv. 1. ch. „ 
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dat it is, i to the common Ryieg 1 4. 
WORD TO THE WISE ; we ſhall, I believe, have 


a full and perfect idea of what is os ie under 


the term fable, In what manner the Iliad and 


Odyſſee of Homer, as alſo the Aneid of Virę il, 
may be called fables, as juſtly as any of the 2 
ries which bear that name written by Eſop, 
Boſſu hath very clearly explained; and hath 
then us that under the quarrel of Achilles and 
Agamemnon, whilſt the vulgar are amuſing 
themſelves with the deſeriptions of battles, feaſts, 
e. there is to be found a uſeful woxp To THe 


wisE, And by the fame rule many a ſtory left 


us on record may be turned into a leſſon of in- 

RNruction. There is indeed in every flery, worth 

either remembering or repeating, a word to the 
vulgar, and a word to the WP. 

for inſtance what is reported of Alexander the 

Great, namely, that he extended his conqueſts 
10 as to become maſter of the known world; 
and then ſat down and wept, becauſe he knew of 

no more worlds to conquer. 


Let us take 


As to thoſe people who wonld cönfider this as 


only one hiſtorical fact, added to the number with 
which their memories are already crowded, they 
are ſcarcely indeed worth mentioning. But, if 
a country fellow, whofe images, not 
capacity, but leiſure to reffect, have ſeldom gone 
farther than the out ward objects of his labour, 
whoſe mind,or body hath not travelled beyond 
bis own + a 
round abou 


want of 


— 


ih, or the neighbouring villages 
Was to be told this flory of Alex- 
ander the Great ; he would think what. a huge 
man was this Alexander, who could conquer the 


Whole world? which too our Colin Clout would 
conſine perhaps to his one pariſh, and would 


ſtare 


: * 
* . * 
5 my # | 8 - * 
K * W 
3 * + 2 * - - 
Fs .- * wo 
3 I 11 F ; 9 
"7 3 = - * 4 


4 


fare with aſtoniſhment at the giant who could 


conquer the ſquire and all his tenants, who could 
| ſeize on his coach and fix, his large retinue, and 


take even madam in all her ſitk and jewels a pri- 


| foner. And as te the latter part of the ſtory of 


Alexander's crying for more worlds to conquer, 


our ruſtic would ſoon pronounce him a fool, and 
boldly declare that he himſelf ſhould. not ery if 


| he had but one half of. the world, nor would 
care one farthing who was in polleffion of the 


_ other. | ß 

The ambitious man in the purfuit of glory 
and conqueſts, on hearing or reading this ftory, 
would ſympathize with the mighty conqueror 
would follow him with joy in all his victories, 


and at the end (altho' he might not ſhed tears} 


would be vexed at fuch a ſtop to human gran- 


deur; and would wifh with Alexander, when 


the earth was fubdued, to extend his conqueſts 
to the heavens. _ But the philofopher, the man 


of cool reffexion, who hath accuſtomed himſelf . 
to weigh the true value of all earthly enjoyments, 
would find this wor» Tre THE WESE in the 
before-mentioned ſtoryj: That man not ouly 
„ enflaves himſelf in the vain purſuits of ambi- 


„ tion; but that the attainment of. his utmoſt 
66 deſires, and the extending his conqueſts even 
„ beyond his firſt moſt fanguine hopes, will but 


* bring to his view the ſhort bound of his ca- 


reer, and the imbecillity of his power.“ 


The different judgments paſſed on this flory 


| by the hero and the ruſtic is owing to this; 
that the former, warm in his paſſions, and bave- 
ing his imagination filled with the fame glorious 


purſuits, is fo far from looking with any gaping 


admiration at Alexander, that he hopes ſoon to 
1 | 5 | overtake 
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be” I 12 15 | 
e bim: - whilſ the latter, having no byas 
from inclination,” comes, in the pointed part of 
_ the ſtory, much nearer the truth : for he laughs 
at Alexander's childiſh tears; and 'tis inexperi- 
ence of mankind alone that makes Colin Clout 
imagine, that a perſon who had conquered one 
half of the world could be contented without 
ſubduing the other. 
The Cx v expreſſed no ſort of diſpleaſure at 
what Portia had been ſaying concerning the 
Word to the wiſe, which might be extracted 
from fables and the hiſtories of great men; and 
nodded their heads on each other, as if ous 
of being themſelves the wiſe, and far 9 the 
vulgar. 
Port. Tig the drefs and ct orna- 
ments of poetical fables and hiſtorical relations, 
which make eir moral not always obvious to 
vulgar ſimpficity ; for the ſubſtance of this ſtory 
of Alexander every nurſe is ſenſible of, who 
tells you, that the more a child is bumoured and 
indulged in play things, the more will it ery 
and roar for a new ſet of baubles. When we 
farther conſider the moral of the fable of Ho- 
mer's Odyſſee, as pointed out by Boſſu, and 
Which he ſays is equally applicable in private fa - 
milies as in public ſtates, we ſhall find that every 
' honeſt careful farmer hath it at his fingers ends 
in his own language. For when he is at an ale- 
"Houle, and is deſired by his companions to ſtay 5 
longer than is proper from his own family at 
home, he will tell you, that when the cat is 
away, the mice will play;“ and with this 
thought haſtens home with the ſame eagerneſs, 


as had the wiſe Ulyſſes to return to his wife and 
native kingdom. : 
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FThe Cx now began to grow a little diſpleaæ 
ſed at Portia's ſeeming to bring down all know- | 
- edge to proverbs. and old ſaws, which could de 
repeated by nurſes and country farmers. © They 
declared therefore, that they - ſhould” conſider. 
ſuch ſtuff as fit for the vulgar, but the higher fa- _ 
- bles' and hiſtories were alone worthy their confi- 
derablon. 1 . „„ „ 4 
Pex TIA. Tis the application alone which 
gives value to any ſort of knowledge, and ren- 
ders it either uſeful or agreeable. If a man was 
poſſeſſed of all the golden mines contained within 
the fertile womb of the earth; yet was he only 
to think of this his treaſure as a ſubje& of ad- 
miration, it would be to him a uſeleſs lump of 
uninformed matter. It muſt be current coin 
before he can be the better for it. He muft ſee. 
uſeful knowledge contained in the maſt vulgar 
language, as well as admire it in a fine writer: 
he muſt be ſo intimately acquainted with the 
images he hath imbibed from the writings of the 
greateſt geniuſes, as readily to know them again, 
although cloathed in the plaineſt garb ; other- 
wiſe, let him be ever ſo profuſe or eloquent in 
his admiration of chem, yet by refuſing to own 
their acquaintance when they are unembelliſhed. 
and unadorned, he denies himſelf the utility of 
their friendſhip. Nothing indeed can diſcover 
the vanity of a reader of large volumes of learn- 
ing, more than this ſimple teſt, For if a man 
peruſes the works of the learned from an inten- 
tion of profiting by their ſentiments, and of be- 
ing acquainted with what gives him real plea- 
ſure, he will gladly acknowledge his old friends, 
| When dreſs'd in the garb of common ſaws and 
? . vulgar 


1 


willow proverbs 3 whereas, ſhould he intend no 
other uſe from his reading, but the boaſting of 
Dis fine grand acquaintance; he will, according 


them, when they appear in lowly weeds; nay, 


ys 
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to the way of the world, turn his eyes from 


for fear of being diſgraced, he will, if queſtion- 1 
ed, flatly deny his knowledge of fuch en 
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LTHO the Cx T had tacitly yielded 2 


ſmall degree of approbation to Portia's 


explanation of the word to the wiſe, fondly 


and cloſely embracing the idea, that they 


themſelves were included in that number of the 
wiſe to whom a word was ſufficient; yet were 


they ready to retract any ſuch approbation, the 
moment their favourite image of their own wit- 
dom was in. danger of being leſſened. They 


were continually on the watch to diſcover. that 


they were contemptible in Portia's eyes, and con- 
fequently were aſſiduous to make themſelves mi- 


ſerable. From the time therefore that they 
could extract from her words an intention, as 


they thought, of reducing all their knowledge to 


faws and old proverbs, they felt the image f 


their own wiſdom ſliding by degrees from their 
minds, and fought through all their hoarded trea- 
ſure of abuſe for ſome device to cenſure Portia. 


They were reſolved, if poſſible, to rob her of 
tny little degree of merit which they had granted 


o her ob ſer . and fled to that ſtale common 
trick 


Fs. 
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trick of taxing ber: with picking up all . ob⸗ 
ſervations from fome favourite of her own ac- 


quaintance: nor were they at a loſs for a perſon 155 
on whom to confer the honour of being the obt 
prompter to all her ſentiments; for in full chorus the 

they all agreed, that ſhe had een retailing to cat 

them the peculiar notions of Ferdinand. Then ane 
with a ſelf. ſufficient ſhout they applauded their ret: 


own wonderful diſcovery. io 
Had it not been for'their ſhout of triumph, and E 
for thoſe geſtures of inſult which accompanied on 
their words, Portia would hot have been in the K 
leaſt ſenſible that they deſigned any ill-natured 
reflexion, when they pronounced her obſervati- 
ons to have been learnt from Ferdinand: for as 
ſhe pretended not to any intuitive knowledge, it 
was in her opinion matter of praiſe, rather than 
Tepro2ch, that ſhe ſhould have profited. by the 
converſation and remarks of another. Thus, 
therefore, in the kene, of her heart, ſhe 
Anſwered. 

PokrIA. I freely e that from the lips 
| of Ferdinand I have often heard many uſeful and 
improving obſervations, and I have always en- 

deavoured to apply them properly, and by the 
help of my memory to retain them in my own 
particular ſervice. And tacitly do you now, O ye 
Cx v, approve my ſentiments, when, reſolutely 
bent on abuſe, you are driven to that trite device, 
of labouring to fix on me the imputation of being 
a plagiariſt in all my thoughts. That I utter 
not one word but what I have ſomewhere, ar 
ſomehow learned, I very — acknowledge. 
That I endeavour to improve myſelf by ſuch 

. converſation as that of Ferdinand's, is, in my 
Rio, more to my honour than my ſhame. 


And 
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And wart are you eolivtiited! [Ae] lr ebe 
| hot you ſhould be ſs ingenuous as to confeſs. it). 
| that no one can make a right uſe of 1 


obſervations, without a capacity to underſtan 

them, and judgment to make the proper appli- 
cations; otherwiſe ſentiments thus taken from 
another would as illy fit the mouth of a mechanic. 
retailer, as the robe of a giant would the roguiſh, 


pigmie, who, had clandeſtinely purloined it from, | 


the right owner. 


The Car, inwardly tormented by the thevele 
of Portia's darting penetration, could not avoid 
feeling the truth of what ſhe had faid ; "baffled 
alſo. by her honeſt confeſſion, that ſhe. knew. 
nothing by intuition, they thought their ſureſt 


method of 1 was to vent their preſent anger 
on her favourite Ferdinand. They mangled and 
defaced his character into every falſe form they 
could invent: various ' were their accuſations 
againſt him, every one making ſome outward 
pretence for abuſe, whilſt the true cauſe of their 


hatred to a perſon unknown was, in reality, 
nothing more than his being the choſen object 
of Portia's affections. At laſt, without the 

leaſt bluſh for their own contradictions, they now _ 


poſitively affirmed; that ſhe could have learned 
nothing from Ferdinand, for he was too dull, 


too ſtupid, too ſhallow, too trifling, for any one 


to be the better for his company: and this they 


had the aſſurance to declare they had collected 


from her own account of him. 
Portia well knew how fruitleſs would be the 
attempt to anſwer or convince ſuch malice and 


erverſeneſs, as appeared in the Cx x's abuſe of 
Ferdinand: ber e, reply therefore was 
iy ee 


— 


POS 


UH intended for no other purpoſe than to bear an 


honeſt teſtimony to her own opinion. 


Pon ra. I never knew any one perſon to 


whom the accuſation of dullneſs could be ſo little 
applicable, as to Ferdinand: the graveſt of his 


diſcourſe hath a ſpirit in it, which the utmoſt 


tevity (unleſs joined to malice) could not call dull: 


and when he is diſpoſed to be humorous, the 


moroſeneſs of a cynic could ſcarcely accuſe him 


ol levity. Greatly indeed muſt Ferdinand be 


changed, before I can alter my opinion of his 
being the moſt entertaining companion in the 


world ; for he laughs and ſports with: i innocence, 


unmixed with one grain of malignity. _ 
The Cx now, leaving their abuſe of Fer- 


dinand, haſtily ſeized on Portia's laſt words, as 
dfording them new matter for cavil. It was at 


preſent their good- will and pleaſure to interpret 
her praiſe of Ferdinand's laughing without ma- 


lignity, into an opinion, that all laughter gene- 


: rally aroſe from malignity of heart. Found was 


was the word, a new diſcovery was ſtarted, and 
Portia was otonounced a favourer of mr, Hobbes, 

As the Cx r are ſometimes to be ſilenced by 
the authority of an acknowledged author, ſe 


nothing puts them into a greater tumult, than 
the name of an unpopular writer. Without ex- 
amining the truth therefore of their charge 
againſt Portia, they began a loud clamor againſt 

Hobbiſts; and declared that they feared all be te 


contaminated by converſing with ſo wicked A 
creature as a Hobbift. 


PoxTia. There is no one 1 can more 


thoroughly diſlike Hobbes's aſſertion, that all 


laughter ariſes from malignity, than myſelf; and 


little 1 I have * to have been called 
Upon 
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upon t zuki „ on that head; 
when the very words, which raifed the chmee 
againſt me, might have ſhewn my real oppoſition 


to mr. Hobbes in that point. en s laugh- 


ing at the ſight of a candle, or at any other 
obfect in Which they take a delight, is a 
contradiction to mr. Hobbes, and à proof 


that laughter is cauſed by a certain degree of 


pleaſure, for which we cannot give the reaſon 
why, and comes from as many various cauſes as 
are capable of raifing that degree of pleaſure.” 
Had Hobbes, inſtead of ' ſaying 'aLwaYs, de- 
clared that laughter SoMETIMEs aroſe. from a 
malignity of heart, ſhould not have diſſented 


from his opinion; "for laughing as well as crying 


hath two very diſtinguiſhable marks, by which 
it reveals the inmoſt recefles of the heart. The 
ghaſtly ſmile, which Milton mentions in hell, 
can mean I think nothing but invidious ſneering: gt 
and this invidious ſneering is, I believe, as ſtrong” 
a proof of à diabolical diſpoſition, as is the ami- 
able benignant ſmile: an indication of an heavenly 
temper of ' mind. '' Thus alſo is a paſſionate blub- 
bering, when words are too weak to vent the 
inward rage of the ſoul, as ſtrong a proof of 
what I beg leave to call the TUKBA in the human 
breaſt, as are tears'filently flowing from ſorrow, _ 
at harſh ankindneſs,” the "Nr: of a moek and 
humble diſpoſition 

Whether Portia was right or n in ber laſt 
obſervation, was not once thought on by the 
Cxv; for at the word/TUzBa they all ſtarted 


up at once, and wanted nothing but the affiſt-! 


ance f cat- calls with their ſhrill and piercing 


notes to expreſs their diflike, in order to have 
deen a true — " a * play-houſe 


audi iencs. 
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andience. Portia ſeveral times, in the widſt of 
' their. noiſe and | uproar, began to ſpeak, but 
found it as impoſſible to gain attention; as the 
player doth when the multitude are reſolute to 
hear nothing explained. The Car! knew: not 
clearly her meaning, yet dreaded to ſubmit to 
an explanation from her, for fear of being forced 
to own their ignorance. | They choſe therefore 
What they thought the ealieſk; ade moſt pleaſing 
method; namely, the abuſing of her for uſing words 
which had no ſenſe nor hgnification, concluding: 
with a general clamour againſt innovation and 
novelty. Portia did once or twiee go ſo far as: 
to utter the words, I don't deſite; but the 
En x, without giving her leave to ſpeak, inſiſted 
upon it, that ſhe did deſite, eben they 
knew not what. | 
But as it is the nature of the. Car: to retire 
into themſelves in ſullen ſilence at the dreaded; 
voice of Una, not out of reſpect but in order to 
meditate ſome fallacy againſt her their greateſt 


enemy; their tumult was ſoon, appeaſed by:Lna's: 


deſiring Portia to explain what ſhe: intended to 
expreſs by the word Tu RBA; that if ſhe uſed it 
any more in the remaining part of her Rothe no 
one might be ignorant of her meaning. 4 

I don't deſire, reſumed Portia, to 5 a; 
new term on any one, without explanation: and 
if you, O Una, approve not the word: æ u, 


| when 1 have declared what I would pres, by it 


1 never will uſe it any more. | 
Una, who always preſerved. her . 7 
therefore never condemned without full hearing, 


made a motion be Fortia to! . e Ou Her 
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Ponsr rA, I want a ſiggle word, by which 'Y 
can at once conyey the idea of all che evil pal. 
ons, ſuch as Wrath, hatred, malice, envy, &c. 
which ſometimes Altogether poſſeſs the human 
breaſt; and T think, eyery common LATIN dicti- 
onary,, will they A how, adequate the word TURBA . 
is, to. exprels. this le egſon of, evil ſpirits, without 


all their, names. = 
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bee of 125 cuſp ag the 19 05 of oh 
aſſions which are the diſturbers o and of 

the wah Y, 'diſturbanceitfelf. - b 5 gag 

The Cay cared not to appear ignorant of. 

what had been fo clearly explained; but as they 

e bad ſtill remaining ſo popular an objection, they. 


d. WI foiled not-to, renew their clamor againſt novelty, 
0: and innovatio n. 
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being at the trouble of a, continual repetition. of ; | 
Lunz means not Rad a-mub. 5 
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metaphor from coining; for new motley will be 
current whenever it is ſtampt with an image 
of acknowledged authority. xy. ' B 
The Car, when "they have the leäſt notion | 
that they have really an advantage againſt their 
_ adverſary, never uſe their common method of 
noiſe and uproar, but always ſpeak by their orator 
Dueſſa, who was now deputed to aſk Portia 
what was her acknowledged authority for the 
word ſhe was deſirous of impoſing on their un- 
Por. I confeſs I can produce none. But 
on the introduction of every new word, the 


judgment of mankind muſt determine whether 
it be adapted to expreſs the ſtrength of the idea 
for which it is formed, more adequately than 
any other before made uſe o. 
If the judgment of mankind muſt determine; 


* 


r 


5 8 the TU RBA. 


0 
IE 


Tt 123 . 

5 a . diviſion 3 in their breaſts, whether 
they ſhould reſolutely deny their being able to 
comprehend her new term, or whether they 
ſhould contemn her for pretending to explain 
what was ſo very eaſy to be underſtood. . 


mine this mighty point, Una told Portia, with 
a ſmile, that ſhe very well underſtood her mean- 


offenſive whim of uſing the word TRA, 
whenever it would clearly expreſs her ideas, and 
defired her alſo to go on with her account of the 
family of Nicanor. _ 

The approbation given by Una to Portias 
whim ſtung the CR to the very ſoul; and al- 


mand from Una, that Portia ſhould be indulged 
| in the future uſe of her new word, (which ys 
| well knew, was very eaſy to be underſtood) ye yet 
; the TURBA at that time ſo ſwelled and turmoiled _ 
5 their furious breaſts, that in order to give them 
ume for compoſing themſelves into a more proper 
f diſpoſition for attention, Una for the preſent dif. 
miſſed the aſſembly, and appointed another day, 
when ſhe intreated Portia to appear again before 
them in oder to continue her narration. 15 
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But whilſt they were in doubt how to 1 


ing, and therefore deſired her to indulge her in- 


though they dared not contradict a poſitive com- 
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8. we bling” in our insect to re · 


tain to ourſelves the office of a chorus, in 


order to relate ſuch matters as are neceſſary to be 
known, and ce which we could not prevail on 


c any of our actors to tell for us;” it appears in 


our judgment by no means impertinent to offer 
to our reader's view a retroſpect of the family, 


with which our principal perſon i is fo intimate 


connected. 
The matters of fact contained in the follow- 


ing hiffory, dur Portia could not with any pro- 


priety relate, had they been all within her Know- 


| Tedge : but concerning moſt of the circumſtan- 
ces ſhe was perfectly ignorant, as her intimacy 


was with that part of Nicanor's family, whoſe 
dutiful regard for their father would have made 


_ not thought it proper or decent to have 


her ſuch kind of information. 
8 this is all that we think expedient to be 


ſaid on the introduction of the following ſtory, 


we hope it will be as much as the reader will 
think neceſſary for his own ſatisfaction. 


OT ICANOR | was 1. e child RY 

his parents, and left by them very 
7 young, with a tolerable eaſy inde- 
2 - pendent fortune. He had a ſchool 


guardians for ſome profeſſion: but, 
be in love at eighteen with a young lady 


whoſe fortune was very ſuitable to his own, in- 


ſtead of going from ſchool to the univerſity, he 
married before he was nineteen, and ſettled: him- 
ſelf in the middling ſtation of life; not intend- 


ing any farther endeavour of encreaſing his for- 
tune: and by prudence and œconomy he made 


a very genteel appearance, yet lived ber 


within the compafs of his income. 


For the firſt ſix years of their . they 


had no children; but at the end of that time 


his wife was brought to bed of a ſon, We 
called by the name of Oliver. 


As the affections of ſome parents: en . 
meer accident, ſo the joy of Sm firſt a mo- 
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education, and was intended by his 
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ther ade the mother of Oliver doat on him to 
. ſuch a degree, that neither ſhe nor her huſband 
had one minute's peace from the hour of his 
birth. The fear of loſing him, and anxiety for 
his health, kept her eternally on the fret; and 
inſtead of poſſeſſing that chearful complacency 
which uſed to accompany all her words and acti- 
ons, ſhe was now ſo altered, that Nicanor no 
longer enjoyed thoſe pleaſant meals and chearful 
- Hours, to which he had been ſo long accuſtomed : 
nor had his companions the ſame pleaſure in be- 
ing his gueſts, as they had formerly experienced. 
Oliver, by his mother's ill-placed indulgence, 
grew every day more and more himourſome, 
*till his health decayed from his reſtleſſneſs to 
find out his own will. His mother became per- 
fectly miſerable, from ſeeing that weakneſs in 
her ſon's body, which the weakneſs of her own 
mind had cauſed. Nicanor had too much un- 
-  derftanding not to condemn her-behaviour, and 
was grieved alſo to ſee her ill management of his 
ſon; but he was exceſſively fond of his wife, 
and had not reſolution enough to contradi&t her 
in any thing. 
In two years after the birth of Olin; they 
had two children more, Ferdinand and Cordelia, 
who were twins. Their mother {till continued 
-ſo doatingly fond of her firſt-born ſon, and her 
whole thoughts were ſo taken up in humouring 
and indulging him, that ſhe gave herſelf no far- 
ther trouble concerning the little Ferdinand and 
Cordelia, than was meerly neceſſary to keep 
them from falling into miſchief. But Nicanor, 
as ſoon as they were old enough to learn, took 
care that they ſhould be inſtructed in every thing 
which he thought neceſſary for them to 3 
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poſe on bim, even Where they bp el to deſign 
him a kindneſs, he rather hated than loved his 
benefactors. His mother indeed had no farther 
intention than to preſerve him from being im- 
poſed e on: but when the ſubtle minds of youth 


are taught continually to look aſkance on all the 


words and actions of their beſt friends, to ſuſpect 


cunning motives alſo at the bottom of every 


good · natured action, it will not be long before 
ſuch minds will begin to take as great a delight 
in making dupes of 15 as in | avoiding to be 
made ſuch themſelves. © 1 6 
As ſoon as cunning is ſettled to be Filo, 


how natural is the N to make the Venen 
uſe of it in our power! 
The wife of Nicanor was an excellent ccono- 


miſt, and, by the influence ſhe held over him, 
they had: always lived perfectly within compaſs; 

but ſhe knew the turn of Nicanbr'g mind to be 
ſtrongly bent towards profuſion and expence; 


and although ſhe doubted not bis àffection to- 


wards his children, yet ſhe dreaded what might 


be the conſequence, when ſhe was Zone, of his 
attachment to ſome other woman: therefore, 


Joſt! before her death , The, by intreaties, prevail- 


"ed on him, to ſettle i out of his own, Power her 
whole fortune, which was twelve thouſand 


pounds, on her children, and in the following 


manner; one half on her ſon Oliver, and the 


other half, which was three thouſand e 

piece, on F erdinand arid Cordelia. + 

Nicanor the more readily gave into tf is her 
requeſt, which was indeed by no means unrea- 


ſonable, as it freed his mind. from future anxiety 


| "about. his children'; and left him his own, eſtate 


Free to engage bimel 3 in marriage, or to deſcend, 


hould 
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ee Nicanor ill loved his wiſe enough; ; 


ſtrongly to feel her loſs at firſt, yet was not his 
grief half equal to what it would have been, had 
he loſt her before the birth of Oliver. 
always ſenſible of his own weakneſs, in not be- 
ing able to contradict her, while ſhe was deſtroy- 
ing her own peace and her ſon's welfare: but 


when he had for ſome time given way to it, he 
could not then alter his behaviour without ſome _ 
degree of harſhneſs, which it was impoſlible for 


him to exert toward a woman, who was the ob- 
ject of his fondneſs. 
his wife's miſery was inevitable, either from the 
death of her favourite child, which from the 
weakneſs of his body was an event not unlikely, 


or from his life, which by her management and 
his own diſpoſition was likely to be the plagus 


and torment of all around him, he could not 
long lament a perſon” s leaving this world, w 
portion in it was likely to be only ſorrow and 


vexation of ſpirit. on. 
. Nicanor, on the death of his wife, took proper 
care of the education of all his children: for, 


having real good ſenſe, he could govern! any 
thing but his own paſſions. 
was his love of pleaſure, and averſion to pain, 


He was 


As he ſaw therefore that 


Whoſe 


1 


And fo great indeed ; 


that there were no lengths he would not go, ei- : 


ther to attain the former, or to avoid the ſmall- 


eſt degree of the latter for the preſent moment. 
Although Oliver was now fourteen years ad; 


and Ferdinand and Cordelia but twelve, yet was 
Ferdinand and his little ſiſter ſo. much forwarder 


than their brother 81 1 in the knowledge attainable. , 
by their 2 an that any perſon who had heard 
85 | them 
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them all talking in another room, would have 


been perſuaded that the words uttered by Oliver 
were ſpoken by the youngelt child in the com- 
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icanor having lived a whoth year in the 
country after his wife's death, amuſing himſelf 
with the care and inſtruction of his children, 
now met with a gentleman who was very deſi- 
rous that he would accompany him in the pro- 
| 2 he intended to make, not only through all 
urope, but into Egypt alſo. 
This propoſal was very agreeable to Nicanor, | 
as he had at this time no immediate intentions 
ef ſettling again in marriage, and his ſons alſo 
were of a proper age to be ſent to a public ſchool. 
Having fixed them therefore at Eton, he placed 
his daughter under the care of an aunt, her mo- 
 _ther's ſiſter, who lived about five and twenty 
miles from London, was a widow with a mode- 
mee income, and every way qualified for ſuch a 
charge. All things being thus fixed perfectly to 
his ſatisfaction, he ſet out with his friend for 
Holland, which was the firſt of their intended | 
tour. ls 
The life which the two boys ed at t ſchool was 
as follows. ö 
Oliver ena day improved in his pied 
maxims. He led his life in defending bimſelf 
ainſt imaginary enemies; for, as he thought 
| als his ſchool-fellows were 10 wiſe as to endea - 
pour to impoſe on bim, he was reſolved not to 
be agutdone in wiſdom, and played all the moſt 
attful cunning tricks he could invent. Howe- 
ver, as he was not quite a maſter of Machiavel, 
he was often found out, brought to ſhame, and 
. kemstimes Ne” 2 panes mar TEE "only 
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: on doubled his aſſiduity for ſpite and- miſchief, f 


and made him exert his memoſi cunning to pre- 

vent ſuch diſcoveries. . --. ce | 
The innocent Ferdinand improved in learn 

ing ſurpriſingly for his age, and dvas beloved by 


all his companions, . whole love was worth ob- 


taining; that is to ſay, by all who were capable 
of having an affection for the only true object of 


love. But Oliver made him the object of his 


hatred; for he envied him, and could not bear 
the raiſes. which his brother received for his 


Learning, altho' he had neither attention or in- 
duſtry enough to attain to it himſelf. Vet din 
Ferdinand endeavour to endear bimſelf: to his 


brother by every act of kindneſs and friendſhip 


that was in his power, But nothing can be a 


ſtronger picture of the life which Oliver lived 
with his companions, and the manner in which 


he received kindneſs, than a cat when tis offer- 
ed any food. The ſuſpicious; animal firſt ſmells 
to it, then tarts back ſeveral; times, and ſeema 
to be thus ruminating with itſelf: Man is a 


4 miſchievous animal; for men betray and 


e murder one another. Tis true, I have from 


66 this particular man often recei great bene» 
« fits; but the wiſe are cautious.” Exulting 
therefore in her own wiſdom, puſs again ſmells 
to the offered meat, and having by her ſagacious 


noſe found it out to be wholeſome food, and not 


poiſon, - ſhe darts out her offenſive weapons, 


ſnatches it away with her claws, and often 


| draws blood from the hand of her benefactor. A 
| Rronger picture of the behaviour of Oliver than 


is ſhewn by this ungrateful cat, it is impoſſible 
to draw; and yet how. would he and all ſuch 
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70 wiſdom," if "they thought any 


Five years being expired, Nicanor!s returned 


to England. Hel found! his daughter now- nine- 


teen, improved equal to the expectations which 
her earlier ears had given bim for tis impoffi- 


ble to form any thing more ile hat i hh 
:gentle/Cordelts.'' 007 34-50! Renn as Sins 0 


Oliver had left ſcheol two years, and had been 


all that time in a gentleman's family, a diſtant 


relation of Nicahof's, in the country. Ferdi- 
nand alſe had juſt left Eton, and was in the ſame 
Houſe with his brother. Nicanor, whilſt he was 
abroad, had given #'looſe to his natural diſpoſi- 


ction, had ſpared no expenee in any thing that 
Was for his pleaſure or amuſement, and had in- 
deed greatly leſſened his circumſtances; but this, 


as bis children were tolerably provided for, did not 
exceſſively concern him, His intention was to 


dettle in che eountry;i26/t3ke his daughter home 
0 him, and to make alſo à Home to his ſons, f in 


the vacation of ady PBüſineſs or profeffion” they 
might chuſe to follow. But whilſt he ſtay'd in 
London to ſettle his affairs, an accident happen- 


ed which changed all his purpoſes, and was in- 
eed the cauſe f alt the future misfortones' of his 


family. He became acquainted with a lad) 
awhoſe name was Cylinda, and grew ſo enamqur- 


ed of her perſon and charms, that he cob d Rot 


poſſibly break from her. Nicanor was now 
turned of forty-ſeven years old, but he had all 
the cheerfulneſs and ſpritelineſs 6f youth without 
its levity. Helbad a very good natural under: 


ſtanding improved by every kind of polite lter 


rature and travel; which made him moſt 


da. 
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4. e the 165k be pains to difguile the real 
pleaſure ſhe found in his converſation, he had no 
doubt but his propoſal of marriage (the only pro- 
poſal he intended to make) would be readily ac- 
 cepted; but, to his great ſurprize, the firſt time 
be addrefſed her on that ſubje&, ſhe forbad him 
deen vey bs menetgn 1t ee 
erious an alr, that, as he was deeply in love 
with her, he converſed with her ſome time, 
without having courage enough to riſque her 
diſpleaſure by diſobeying her commands. But 
finding that, notwithſtanding her prohibition to 


him from, mentioning, marriage, ſhe converſed 
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perfeQly_ in earneſt, replied to his propofal in 


en refuſal of marriage I was playing the 
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„ better, you will find how mych,I deſpiſe ſuch, 
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" paltry arts. I now once more ſolemnly declare 
70 you, that my reſolution is unalterably 
fixed never to marry; and, unleſs, you will 

<& promiſe never more even to think of matti, 
((N N . - »' ay | 5 7 14180 4 11 4 I 

mony, this is the laſt day of ouracquaintance., 


cee LA 5, 3 1 r 71 ; 18 
e e deren eee wich gu 48; 


* 
vp 

0 
*, 


oC a nlv . i — 14 * 22 
only on thoſe conditions.“? Ne 
FIC! Bo. it IMS 2” * ; 1 3 1 SES, beak wet bb | 
A 1 b 1 ( * . 3 + = * : Ni x . 
„„ | Nicanor, 


— * ' 
of A * 4 \ 
# we I + % ue $f as 


„44 A 


"LN 
80 2 7 
Fo P 4 
EDS: 
4 +2 & 
Es F > 
LF 3 
F ©. / 
Se. 
Both 
- O13 
bY | 
* , 
Bs 
RY 
3 2) * 
1 1 * 
© a 
47 
: 7 
£8 
37 3 > 
2 
” N 
4 A 11 
1 fe 
- * 
1% © 
+ 3.3 BR) 
1 WR 
n 
: 'E S300 | 
- þ* #5 8s 
„ So44 
. E 
3 
3 
- pf. 
3 
+ ok 5 
2 EZ 
47 
83 
CTR 
- ns 1 
3 
1 
1 
TH- 
$820 
<4 
SY 
4 
t 
a 
17 
1 
Bey 
n 
2 
1 
iy 
2 
13 
« 29 
* * 
{ 9 5 
* 2 R 
3 
RI F iu 
1 FN, 
. . 
5 1 
*+ , IH 
: 4 * Ts 
* . 
3 
. * 
8 7 
* 1 
1 
1 
by 
6 
5 
- 1 
ph 
X; 1 
42 * 
WL 4 * 
1 
1 
1 
* 
24] 
: F 
13 1 
17 
i» 7 
70 
1 
8 * 4: þ 
. . 
& , 
1 
nn 
7 
4 * 4 
1 
$4 1 
7 *. 
* b 
74 
t 
? 
. 
$:5 5 
IP. & 5 
$485 
» 39 bs 
W393: 7 
"i 8 
N 
93 (7; 
41 
11 
& 7 | 1h: 
1D 
* 
4. 151 
4+ 7 
© L. 
2.0 
WH 
=_ rl 
51 2 
1 "PF 
19 
10 * 
15188 
4 77 
0 5 
11 
4 % 
TR 
KS 
45 
98 
4 k 
2 3 
175 I 
„ 
12 
1 
+ 
* 
. 
1 wt 
5 1 
229 
1 
1 
41 
ol. 
. 
1 
n 
. 
"4 ** 
* +, 
. 4 
' 
: 3 
is #7 
* J 
44 ff - 
* 1! 
+} I 
1 4 
1 
* 
4 
* 
4 
> 
* 
„ 
D 7 
4 
i 4 x 
2. 5 
. 
91 
* + 
4 <2 +» 
LY 4 
n 
> 5 
3 E % 
1 * 
59 44 
FEA 
#8 CY 
1 
= > 4 
. 
A 
* 
uw 
BN 4 
. 5 
-F 
4 2 
N 4 
x V9 " 
I 1 
0 : 
IT: 5" 
N. 75 5 
1 
1 40 
: £ 
G39 
5 & 
: 
. 
9 » 
a * 
' TY I 
+ * 1 
n 
„ 
:, 
17H - 
n 
on Wo 
14 
1 
* 4 
fy 
5 1 
7 4 
* 
*. 


Nicanor, who but the moment heſote had no 
one image in his head but marriage, now forgo 
he had ever heard of ſuch a connexion ; and l. 
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other paſſions vaniſhed from his breaſt, hut hi 
' © ö „ Srot# WS 5 BEES. 1 L 11 ol: 11 
fear of loſing the acquaintance of Cylinda. UH. 


could only therefore utter theſe words: b On 
* any conditions, on any conditions!” Cylinda 


faw his confuſion; and as ſhe, had fröwned hi 
1 i 0 23 Ns. F' : 177 7 7 ES Th 
F/ into terror, ſhe,now ſmiled him into peace, and 
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jd left him to compoſe himſelf, ſaying, We. are 
EY % ſtill friends, Nicanor; but remember the con- 
. & ditions, from which Iam deter mined never to 
14 Cylinda ſmile, when ſhe quitted the room left 
Nicanor almoſt as well pleaſed as if ſhe had 
"4 granted his requeſt : for the dread of loſing her 
[in  &cquaintance, which her menace had raiſed in 
11 his mind, being now baniſhed, joy naturally took 
= its place; and he was ſome time before he could 
1 make any reflexions on her uncommon conduct. 
|. 30 _ * Nicanor yas not of a temper to quit the pur- 
dau: of any pleaſure, and eſpecially where his 
ih; Whole heart atid inclinations -were ſo engaged, 
| I as.in the enjoyment of Cylinda's company ; and 


it would be needleſs to ſay of a man ſo agreeable 

as Nicanor could make himſelf, and of a wo- 
man of the turn we have deſcribed, Cylinda, 
that they quitted not each other's company; 
nor did the lady by any means recede from her 
declarations againſt the chains of marriage. 
Cylinda continued in her own lodgings, and 
Nicanor, quitting his deſign of going into the 
country, took a ſmall houſe in town; for. 
they were both agreed in the refolution of keep». 


, 7 


ing the appearance at leaſt of ae houſes. 
hat reputation 


The lady was deſiro us of keeping t 
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*dih ſhe had hitherto preſerved; api 8 
being the father of à family grown to men bad 
women's eſtate, cared not publickly to lead a 
life, which however right he pleaſed to think it 
| by his own rule of conſcience, he ſhould have 
been aſhamed of towards his own children. © 
Nicanor called himſelf a chriſtian, and perhaps 
bnd himſelf ſo; for he had not profeſſed 
atheiſm or deiſm ; yet had it never entered into 


his head to obey the laws of God farther than Ne, 


himſelf judged thoſe commands to be moral; 
and as to the manner in which he lived with Cy. 

linda, he thought as it was injurious to no one; 
and, as they pleaſed themſelves, it could not poll, 

fibly be any crime. He had indeed in his Ref 


wife s time, whilſt he was fond of her and had no 


inclination to be inconſtant to her, look'd with 
a ſevere eye on all women, who by any means 
had been betrayed by men; but then it was be- 
cauſe he looked on ſuch women to be profligate 5 
for he had no notion that any woman like Cy- 
linda, from the beauty of morality, from the 
precepts of philoſophy, or (what was to him a 
more ' pleaſing thought) from a fix'd. affection, 
could be conſtant to one man without the ties of 
matrimony. | This, joined to the beauty of her 
perfon, and the ſpritelineſs of her converſation, 
ſo inſlaved him in his affections to her, that, 
could all the kingdoms of the earth have been 


ut in the balance againſt his living with her, 


like Mark Antony he would have given them 
up, and periſhed for the ſake of a ſmile from his . 
| beloved Cylinda. 

Notwithſtanding Nicibdt had perſuaded him- 
ſer, that there was neither crime nor ſhame in 
his manner of lie, yet he could not bear the 
2m | "Wort 
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thought of his children's conſidering 1 at that 
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attachment, namely, 


| le, for they were out of Eng: 
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he woüld ſooner ſuffer any miſery, 
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ter to thoſe many inſults, to which youth and 


1 Now did his affection for his daughter make him 
1 | in imagination run over all her paſt actions; and 


_— ; amiable qualities which ſhe poſſeſſed, Her filial 
= duty, her gentlenefs of mind, and a noble gene- 
55 _  'Tolity of diſpoſition, which he had ever obſerved 


_ luckily ſtruck him, that ſhe could not furely re- 
_ "Fuſe to her father in diſtreſs ſome part of her for- 
tune, which alſo he flattered himſelf he might 

on the ſale of his eſtate find himſelf inabled to 
repay. With theſe thoughts floating in his mind, 

hardly indeed knowing his own intentions, he 

Went into the country to make a viſit to. his 


' iſter and his daughter Cordelia. 
_ © His ſiſter, was abroad, and he found his daugh- 
ter alone. Having ſomething, Jabouring in bis 
breaſt, which he was in doubt whether to utter 
or conceal, he appeared more thoughtful than 
- uſual; the innocent Cordelia, to pleaſe and amuſe 


7 


' the could collect; and having a genius, and a 
love to painting, ſhe told her father that ſhe 
*begged him to accept a ſmall performance of her 
art in that way; and taking it out of her pocket- 
book, ſhe gave him a picture in water- colours, 


Alba, and the ſubject was what is called the 
Roman CHAAIT I, that is, the figure of a 
beautiful young woman, who viſiting her father 
in priſon, where he was condemn'd to be ſtarved 


STE 


laced AL nd SOS ſupport. 


than by his extravagance expoſe a beloved daugh- 


beauty in diſtreſs of circumſtances. are liable. 


1 with pleaſure did he refſect on thoſe numberleſs 


in her from her childhood, roſe full in his view; 
but on thoſe very amiable qualities a thought un- 
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him, entertained him with as chearful prattle as 


which ſhe had copied from a fine original of Roſa 


to death, gave him from her own breaſt a daily 
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ſupport, | Nicanor, ſtruck with the ſubje&t; ſud- 


— 


denly burſt into tears. Cordelia had too much 
tender ſagacity not inſtantly to gueſs the cauſe f 
his tears. And, having intreated his pardon 
for mentioning. what he had never yet granted 
her permiſſion to diſcourſe on, ſhe without the 
leaſt heſitation begged him to relieve any diſtreſs 
of circumſtances, (which her fears told her he 


might labour under) by taking any part, or the 


| Whole of that fortune which was call'd hers, and 
which ſhe conſidered as of right due to his neceſ- 
ſities. Overcome for the preſent with his daugh- 
ter's exceſſive goodneſs, he cryed out, God for- 
bid, my child, that I ſhou'd cruelly be the 
deſtruction of that innocence, which I am by fo 

many ties bound to protect! But ſeeing his ſiſter 


advancing towards them, he begged Cordelia to. 


hide the concern, which this converſation had 
© occaſion'd, and to conceal from her aunt what 
had paſſed between them; and, after ſtay ing one 
night, he returned the next day to London. 
On his return to town, return'd alſo bis per- 
plexities. No money was to be had, and there- 
fore to him no pleaſure. He ſat himſelf down at 


laſt in order to write to his ſons, and to tell them 


that a particular preſſing occaſion for money have- 
ing happened, he begged they would ſupply him 
with what he wanted. This letter when he had 
finiſhed,” and thoroughly conſidered on the con- 
tents, made him appear very low in his own 
eyes. He found an abſolute. impoſſibility of de- 
claring to his ſons the uſe for which he wanted this 
money, namely, revelling in.a way of life which 


he dared not to avow; and then the thought of 
his falſe pretences to borrow their money being 


erer diſcovered, and how mean he mult appear 


5 
* 
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aw Gems on the . hurt him too "0 


even in apprehenſion. Yet all theſe difficulties, 


rather than not obtain what he ſo much wanted, 


would, we doubt not, have been got over, bad 


not a readier way ſtole on his imagination, 
From his daughter he feared no prying enquiries 
into his manner of life; from her gentleneſs he 
"feared no reproaches, not even by her looks; and 
from her generoſity. a door was opened to him 
for an eaſy ſupply. Supprefling therefore all far- 
ther intruding thoughts about her future welfare, 
be took the liberty ſhe had given him of uſing 
lone hundred pounds after another) as much of 
her fortune as was necefſary to his pleaſures. 
© Altho” Nicanor in this manner lefſen'd his daugh- 
ter's fortune from three thouſand to fifteen hun- 
dred pounds, yet on every ſum he took did he 


make himſelf believe that it was the very laſt ho 
would touch for his own uſe 3 and after having 


lived on in this manner four years with Cylinda, 


and now every day expecting his ſons at home, 
he had juſt brought himſelf, as he thought, to 2 


"reſolution of declaring the whole truth to Cylinda, 


of telling her both his circumſtances and family, 
which he had hitherto with the utmoſt reſerve 
"concealed, when an accident happened which 
' overthrew all his reſolutions, and drove him into 


à worſe ſituation than he ever imagined. bimſelf 


in before. For Cylinda acquainted him with 
her having by the roguery of her agent loſt her 
whole fortune, and ſhewed him at the ſame 
time a letter which threatened her with being 
immediately arreſted, unleſs ſhe paid the ſum of 
a thouſand pounds, Which ſhe confeſſed was due 


by a bond ſign'd and ſeal'd under her own band. : 


80 extravagant was Nicanor's Paſſion for 3 
da, 


1 1 14 „„ 
ta, that the leaſt i image of any harm or neon | 


. ren 
CAC 8 * - pr EY 
—_ ... Ws 


. 
r NN vi 
& YL bs 123 erwg— BEM Ab bf 
>» . 23 . E> 


BED TAN 4 n — 
* "2 ones”, "08 8 
= — Ian 22 * 


5 venience happening to her made him like a ö nt i 

madman. He. knew his own, inability to help # | 

| ber; but to declare it at ſuch a time, when he. 8 
| had hitherto, appear'd to her rather in the light 0 

of a man of great affluence, muſt ſeem ſo like a Ve 

: poor evaſion t̃o get off when he was really want: 

| ed, that he could not bear the thought. He 5 

knew, that ſhould he ſuffer her once to be arreſt: 

; ed, he had no way to-rEleaſe her but by. paying 


down. the money; or it kn 6 5 likely, ſhould _ 
he offer, it, that his bail would be taken for ſuch 


4 

. a ſums, at leaſt without ſome perſon of Enowen,, 
fortune to join with him; and where to find 
ſuch a perſon was harder than to find the money. 
'F here was a 2 Op indeed, when Near had 1 7000 
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that it was better to prevent ſuch a diſaſter, than ae 
to heal the blow after it was given. 


\ 3 


His mind was too full of theſe various ſenſa - 
tions, to ſuffer him to ſay ſcarcely any thing to 
Cylinda on the unlucky news ſhe had told him of 
with an aparent abruptneſs ; therefore, after 
about an hour's ſilence, he left her, and ſaid he 
would return with the money in a few hours time. 

What enabled him to make ſuch a promiſe 
was, that he that very day expected his daughter 

in town to pay him a viſit. When he came J9) 
home to his own houſe, and on enquiry found _ | 
that Cordelia was not arrived, it is impoſſible to ple 
deſcribe the tumultuoug anxiety of his mind. He 
flew home with eager haſte to meet his daughter, 
in order to have the means of ſaving his Cylinda 
from what he thought perdition. But having 
time for reflexion, he * to rejoice that Cor- 
delia's abſence prevented him from breaking the n 
promiſe he had made to himſelf, of touching no i 
more of her money. On this he ſat down eagerly f 
to write to his ſons ; for Cylinda's diftreſs was 
ſtill uppermoſt enough to make him bent on re- 1 
lieving it: but no ſooner was ſuch a letter begun, ſhe 
than recollecting the great diſtance they were at, = 
his fancy was again haunted with the frightful do 
picture of Cylinda's being arreſted before he 
could receiveany anſwer. Then did his daughter 4 
again return to his thoughts, and he hardly knew 5 
whether he moſt wiſhed or feared her coming 7 
into his houſe. In this exceſſive ſtruggle in his 
mind, © ſhame' ſo prevailed, that he could” not 
bear the thoughts of ſeeing Cordelia's face; he . 
therefore ſat down, and in a tremor, in which 5 
he could hardly hold his pen, wrote a letter, 0 
which he intended to leave for her againſt ſhe 
| ” = 5 came, 
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cine, and to fly to ſome place © or r other to avoid * 
her ſight. Ele was in ſuch a hurry to get over 
the ſum which he wanted, that inſtead of 
writing it i in words at length, he ſet it down in 
figures; and not only ſo, but in his hurry he 
omitted one of the cyphers, and inſtead of de- 
ſiring her to take up for him 10001. he ſaid 
he had occaſion for 100 JI. He had written 
no farther of his letter than mentioning the ſum, 
when Cordelia entered the room, haſtening with 
joy to have her father's blefling. Nicanor's coun- 
tenance at that inſtant very little indicated the 
pleaſure which might naturally be expected in 
any father, on ſeein ſuch a Fa but on 
the contrary, from the conſcioufneſs of what be 
was doing, and from vexation at being thus 
ſurpriſed into an interview which he intended to 


avoid, his efer Haſhed SEL. 2 mixture of ear 


and anger. . 


Cordelia, ſhock's at ſo ubenpeeted a reception 


from her father; fearing that he was for ſome 
reaſon” highly diſpleaſed with her, ſtood like one 


aſtoniſhed. At laſt, with a faultering voice, 
ſhe ſaid, © Thope, Sip, I have by no inadver- 
e tant ftep offended?” Here Nicanor, interrupt- 


ting her, took hold of her hand, , and replyed, 
| (CT impoffible, I think, for the image of 


ce offence,” and my Cordelia, ever to ariſe to- 


„„ gether in my mind; I was only vexed, my 
child, at an accident which hath bappened. 


f 


« My beſt friend is arreſted on my account, and 


6 RR: go to priſon 'unleſs I can ſupply a timely 

e relief. The vexation which I felt at being 
(©! obliged to take any more o 5 ur fortune, was 
the cauſe of that anxiety: which you miſtook* 
Ns "i SHUT 1 Was juſt writing a letter to you, 
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cc Cordelia,” f e Pool -torproax ed any 
farther, he gave the letter which he ha db beg un 
into his daughter's hand; which no — 7h 
Cordelia receive, than a ſudden Jo LED into, 
her countenance, to find that her father's anxi- 
ety aroſe. from , if est in, 
her power-to.relieve,” ... ,, .... 

_ 7 The tender heart of Cordelia ws not oP in 

ö diſtreſs any one ſhe loved, without uſing. any 
1 Fay ans in her power for their relief, without con- 
3 W alſo. by: What means that diſtreſs aroſe. 
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a rich prize, had oh forth all hey tee to 

engage him in marriage; not for any Ay liking, 
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WY RT's "who ſhe" doubted 1 nit an im- 
poveriſn him, ſo'as to bring him to a goal; and 
 ”twas'well if ſhe did not excite him to fome 
wicked deed, which' would bring him to the 
gallows. Cordelia could not ſtop the firſt volly 
of her tongue; but ſhe would never afterwards - 
ſuffer either her or any one elle to mention it 
any more, as hearing ſuch tales was, in her opi- 
nion, a mark of difreſpe& to her father. Cor- 
delia had none of the water of Lethe to drive this 
knowledge from her breaſt, and her father's im- 
prudence and misfortunes filled her heart with 
ſecret ſorrow ; yet the leaſt hint of ſuch her 
knowledge never dropped from her tongue; not 
did ſhe, for her own convenience, ufe that com- 
mon method of ſtifling her concern for his neceſ- 
fities, by reflecting on the bee b meaſures. 
from whence they aroſe. She 
to have no fears on her account, * if he wanted 
it, that he would take all that remained of her 
fortune, for ſhe looked upon it as his own; and 
ſhe could never do any thing with it, which = 


could give her greater happineſs” than his making 
uſe of it. 

Nientes" charged her on his bleffing to take 
up no more than he had mentioned in his letter:; 
and the ſame reaſon, which had made him before 
miſtaken in the ſetting down the ſum, made him 
now omit a "repetition of what he could but juſt 
indure to think on. Cordelia made no reply.z _ 
for as ſhe did not think of letting her father have 
this money by way of gift, ſhe could not ta- 
the language of Nuo ing, fo much as to preſs 
him to accept of more than he wanted. The 
image of her own property was not uppermoſt in 


ker thoughts; the looked * ea Was doing 
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as an act of duty; and therefore ehearſully 


baſtened, to obey her father's commands. 


As ſoon as Cordelia was gone to her banker's 
to fetch the money, Nicanor was again ſeized 


with one of thoſe violent ſtruggles i in the mind 
which is not far from temporary diſtraction, 


He left his own houſe, intending to fly to Cylin+ | 
da, but conſidering that he had nothing more 
to ſay than to renew the promiſe he had before 
made of bringing her the money, and finding 
bis mind too much rufled to enjoy any ehearful 
3 like a wandering ghoſt he traverſed the 


reets from one end of the town to the other, 
hardly knowing what he did, or where he went; 


ſometimes reſolving yet to drop his. purpoſe of 
thus: 1obbing his daughter, yet dreading to ſee 
Cylinda's face with ſuch ſhame as diſappoint» 
ment would bring; more dreading. to encounter 


the tender looks of his gentle Cordelia; and in 


"bis agony of mind did he wander about for near 
five hours, till recollecting that his daughter and 


his ſervants would think him loſt, or ſome Harm 
dome to him, he ventured home. 


As ſoon as he entered his houſe, his forvant : 


told him that his daughter Cordelia was gone out 
of town, and had hz letter for him. The 


occcaſion of which was as follows. 


Cordelia came to town to viſit her 8 


Thick he permitted her to do as often as- ſhe 


_ Pleaſed, and was as uſual to have returned into 


the country the next morning; but when ſhe 
came back from her banker's, ſhe found at her 


father's houſe a meſſenger, who was come from 
her aunt to beg her immediate return, if ſhe 
ever wiſhed to ſee her alive, for ſhe: had been 
ken e ill * after nel left her, 


Cordelia 
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 cherlx.<q kj home ; hutas every minute ſeemed - 


an bout from her impatience to be with ber 


5 aunt, who was nat leſs dear to her chan if ſhe. 


had! been ber g mother, ſheywrotea letter, 9 5 
ing her father to excuſe! her in not waiting f 
his return and ino the letter ſhe encloſed a ban 


noten or hundred Pounds, which ſhe. imagined 5 


een he ad deſired of her. 
When, nor! opened the 5 "And ſ * 


jo ke: vote, [notwithſtanding the ſtruggle he 


had chefote felt, an unbounded joy foo in upon 


| chis mind, from reflecting on;}..the; pl: ſeaſure with 


Which þe.:fhould.;now Aly to: his Cylinda; his 


| abſence from; when bad in reality given 


im more chan half the pain he had indured: 
hut, on; perceiving the ſum to be one hundred 1 A N 
ſtead of one thouſand; pounds, his diſappointment 
made him give way tat 1 the utmolt. rage againſt 
the por innocent gauſe of that diſappointment. : 
As he culd not knew the miſtake 
himſelf. had made, Bes began do, achufe. c 
-with haying feigned this ſickneſ of her aunts ; 
in order to avoid his ſight, after ſhe had been 


gailty of ſo paltry a trick as putting him 1 


with. one hundred inſtead of a thouſand pounds. 
. The long experience he had had of . Cordelia's 
being incapable. of ſuch an action had no chance 
for being thought of in her-favour::, for. when _ 


= ones ſa man, wboſe ſole; purſuit is his own indul- . 


genee, meets with any baulk to his pleaſures, his 
hatred! riſes againſt every ſuch obſtacle to his fa - 
vourite purſuit⸗ Beſides, another very unfortu- 
nate cireum ſtance ſor poor. Cordelia was, that he 


could not take the blame from her without 3 15 


Pa geg A perſon, much dearge:. to him, 
0h AR} H- * Namely, 
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3 rh with his Tervant;'ithat he did know 


bine „ 
namely,” „ Kine; for ane FOR | aſc 
corel wwance, but only a miſtake ; if it was 
not hers, it was his own, which he could by no 
means admit to be poſſible. And whilft he could 5 
ſuppoſe her guilty even of ſueh a miſtake, he at 
the fame time ſuppoſed her void of chat eurneſt- 
meſs to ſerve him, which ſhe had in reality al- 
ways ſhewn. It was with no very favourtble 
thoughts towards his daughter thef, that he de- 


termined to poſt down after her with the Utmoſt 


Tpeed, to get the miſtake reified. He wroten 
A note and fent it directly eo Cylinda, to ac- 
quaint her, that alittle accident had happened to 
revent his return ſo ſoon as he intended, but be - 
ore the evenitis Was over he would Gevtaitily 


i Brigg herſche g ne ye! „„ 57! Sr ben [t1uf 


But as it once again; before he ſet" out; came 
Into his bead, that this might be no miſtake, but 


khat his daughter might be, perhaps, determined to 
| ——_ her hand, 'and would hot Tet him have the 


tired he was Tefolved not to ſee 
Without the money: and left word 


'when he ſhould return home. For he was in- 


deed determined in his mind, if his daughter diſ- 
appointed him, to go directiy abroad to his ſons; 


and, if baulked in his expectati {on Never 
to return to England any more. FE 3 
"Nicanor's note te Cykada, which Sh 
is Teturn to her that evening, was perfectiy ir in · 
conſiſtent with what he told bis own fervant, of 
not knowing when he ſhould return: but his 


"reaſon for writing ſuch a note to Cylinda was, 
Arft, becauſe he could not bear to give ber the 


pain "of even the leaſt pr of a difappoint- 


| I and belides, thi ä no doubt of 


3 | 
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_ ebeyidig-her fatber's.c 
eln grieved to ſee him ſpe 


vertaking Cordelia before this was gone many 
miles, imagining bis own ardent wiſhes would 
qutfly' every thing. | But-Cordelia's anxious de- 


ſire to fee n relation outflew his utmoſt 
| ſpeedy, and ſhe arrived at her aunt'3 houſe about 


an hour after ſun-ſet, and to her great joy found. 
her in a manner in perfect health: for her com- 


plaint Was indeed a kind of fit or falling ſickneſs, 


to Which ſhe was ſubject, and which, as ſoon as it 
went off, left bert near as well as before ſhe was 
taken. They had ſearcely ſupped, when they 


 ware-exceflivaly-ſurgriſed. by the arrival. of Ni- 


eanor, who being told on enquiring for his ſiſtera 
that ſhe was very well, ſuffered. all his ſuſpicions 


_ againſt his daughter to return; and on entering the 
room, he r ere Cordelia to attend him im- 


madiatel) . Her aunt, aſtoniſhed ad Mi- 
eanor's wild beha viegrs ped to know what had | 
happened which could odeation ſuch a com 


and intreatęd him atleaſt. to delay. his journey th 


the next morning, if it was but in pity to her 


niece, who had juſt come off ſuch; a; journey, 
and could ſcarcely undertake ſuch a fatigue 26 
would be an immediate return to London. Ha 
anſwered: his ſiſter, with no great mildneſo, that 
be ſhould not publiſh his priyate affairs te all tha 


world; and that be thought himſelf the beſt 


ge what was fit for bis on daughter ta 


5 [os 5- but if ſhe choſe not to obey his command, 
Loh knew ſhe was independent, aue Ubr 


utly return without her- net GTG n 
Poor Cordelia hentated not e on 
ds, but was exceſ- 

ak with a fternneſs, 
ee a r ee to treat bar 


1 1 ba 
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and for which he could not in the leaf gueſs 
"The cauſe.” 7 9 e e ee ol TER, 
As ſoon fy" Re and Cosleka were Wen 
* the door, the former began (not Without a 
great deal of roughneſs) to mention the diſap- 
pointment he had met with from ber note of is 
à hundred pounds, which he had in bis letter de- 
fired might be a thouſand. Cordelia aſſured him 
. - that one hundred was all that he had mentioned; 
for it was with the utmoſt care ſhe attended to 
the ſum, that being ehe printcißah thing in the 
letter“ She was very forey; ie Haid, that ſhe 
had no method of clearing her innecence but 
by the molt ſineere proteſtations; for ſne con- 
feſſed ſne had burned his Woke! as _ as ſhe had 
7 complyed with its conten ess. 
But unlucky Was it for-poar Cordelia; that 
m her own generoſity in putting it out Of the 
power of chance to diſcover what had paſſed 
_ - only between herſelf and her-father, (which: was 
+ Her true motive for burning his letter) ſhe was 
looked on as the cauſe of every uneaſy hour 
paffed by that miſtaken, infatuated, may it not 
be ſaid ungrateful, father, to the end ef his life. 
Niecanor was at laſt convinced that his daughter 
meant not to diſappoint him; hut that the miſc 
take Was heris and not Biswas g be was reſo- 
lutely bent tot believe. However, as he now 
viewed his horſes heads moving towards London 
àciicumſtance which gave. him no ſmall pleaſurex 
his wrath was fome what abated i; and after eon- 
demhings@ordeliz for :a:tareleſſnefs;owhichthe 
Perſiſted in lay ing at herodb org he told het he 
cbuld not long be angry with any ve fot 2 fault, 
where there was in the bottom no illbintention 
O generous Nicanor !-and happy Cordelia ! 
5 . . ie... 


— 


to Bev A e who 68810 e 4 kult, . 
which per love to bim made her utterly in⸗ 
ca able! | 
1 now an air hal: that moved 
in Nicanor ſome few df thoſe fatherly ſparks of 
affection, which the reader may think had for 
_ time been pretty much ſtifled, 

It was a fine moon-ſhine night, and they were. 
got on their journey about eighteen miles; 


when, entering into a town within twelve miles 
of London, the poſt- boy, either through care 


leſſneſs, or the deceitful light of the moon, ran 
the chaiſe up updn a bank, and overturn'd them 
- with ſuch violence, that Cordelia received ſuch 
a blow on her head, as entirely ſtunn'd her ſenſes, 
and Nicanor aloft loſt his own, with the 
7 N apprehenſions that "He was bereft. of 
„ 
Hl e carried her in his arms into the ical of 
the town, rouſed the people at one of the inns, 
and on finding both warmth and breath in his 
unhappy daughter, they got a ſurgeon to let her 
blood, which reſtored her again to ſome degree 
of life. They then put her into a warm bed, 
and Nicanor fat by her bed- ſide in ſuch agonies, 


conſidering the real occaſion of the accident, that 5 


is eaſier to be imagined than expreſs'd. 


Alfter ſome hours of ſound ſleep, ſhe Son | 
herſelf greatly refteſh'd, but by no means able to 


| purſue her journey. Nor had Nicanor fo far 
| loft all feeling or tenderneſs,” as not to remain 
with her all that day and the next night; when 
the following day before noon ſhe found herſelf 
ſo well, that ſhe begg'd to accompany her fa=. 
ö 3 as he firſt intended, to London. 
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"hs ſoon. as _ arrived in town, Cordelia; 


being tolerably well recovered, haſtened to red 


fy the miſtake which had given her father ſo 


much uncaſineſs. And Nicanor, fearing that 
from his abſence what he intended to prevent 


might have happened to his Cylinda, and that 
more therefore than the bare ſum might be ne- 
ceſſary, bad his daughter take up twelve hundred, 


Inſtead of a thouſand pounds. As ſoon as this 


money was in his poſſeſſion, the ſwiftneſs of 
thought would ſcarcely paint the ſpeed with 


which he flew to Cylinda's lodgings. But what 
was his ſurpriſe, when the woman of the houſe 
told him that the lady had paid off her lodgings, 


| 1 95 was gone the evening before, without leave- 


any word to what place ſhe was removed, 


115 ly declaring that the ſhould return thither no 
more 


Gone ! (aid Nicanor). impoſlible ! How ? 
when? whither ? and with whom did the go? 


She went (reply'd the woman) laſt __ -Y 
75 I have already told you, and in a coach with 


entleman: but where ſhe is gone, no- body in 
N. houſe knows, I believe, but her own maid, 


whom ſhe bid to follow her as ſoon AS the had 
pack d up all her thing. 
Where is her maid? cry'd Ve; et me 


ſpeak to her this moment. 


Indeed, fir, anſwers the tach yer are 
vnluck ily a quarter of an hour too late even for 


that; ; fox it was not longer ago, that the maid in 


5 & hackney coach drove from the door, and bid 


the coachman go to the top of the ſtreet, and 
then ſhe would «ll him nen em was to carry 


*. 1 


„ | Nicanor's 


5 1 1557 . 
A 7 5 fears were now alarm'd to the ts 


Ma naſt ; Way not but the 1. —85 bad 
bie e f aft Art rest in ex cution one! 
Th oy Trace, ey and * 


i 5k 2 okd t he 
GEL the fo 05 ba your houſe ? 
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= believe, 6 bf r, 1 8 45 the good woman, you 


very m the. ga 1 'mention'd no 

e e 9 ma "and ſuch indeed I can 

19 0 2 1 him z vi is blooming cheeks and 
17 5 maplexion.y IEC With ever "thoſe bf oe 51 0 

herk J never in my life bebeld fo fw 

gure 3 he” ew Ay, a, le that pick Ile of 
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 Adanis, whi b you reſefted the hay Cylinda 
of 1 0 her bed- chamber. Danner 4 
V } }Njeanor, or be ce could hardly.contai in himſelf 
any bounds) T N 1505 to hear a fine 
e e 4 f you knew the 
; Femtec. mh 60 ka en Wy” for I baue 
buſineſs to er dee to her of the utmoſt im- 


bare : and Tam cettain ſhe muſt leave ſome 
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went off with the tiet,youn fo\ E yer 

beheld, and p 10 5 185 Her di Our! , 


Failed, not oroug ] 7 re move . 
nor's firſt 145 0 ; 1 910 l 0 its col f uch 
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return in ſuch a 9 iſp ſitio; © mind: at K 
the mighty. Des 1 i Far oy 0 _TOl 
Thumb, he. would gladly. 15 15 ere ; 
ſons. to be ſhut, up, Kc. ang. t of 


1 8 to have whipped al] their” boy 5 n 
Nac FTE te he hack 2 


8 it rebel, e a NEWS 1 her; bur i at 
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cid was e he . at paſt wel he 


Frog now. Gall miſtakes 4 85 90 f 9 En 05 
mould, with a indulgence. and, 18 770 f 5h 
= which the had e times ExperIencec ed from. f 

. Feceive her father i 


5 bleſ Hans. at the rag e With 
in Nicanor's mie mut have fome'vent i and 
25 dutiful innocent Cordelia Was the e 50 0 Jet 


n his way, on \ whom he,could beſtow it. On 


- ot entering the room, : Cordelia, lee ſtill co 
ſee a cloud | upon his brow, his checks, alſo'as pale 
. _almoſt as death itſelf,” asſked no 
concern, i he Was not We E 2 


With anxious 
nfwered, that 


9 8 was the 1988 of his 5 but, he could 


> @ M7437 3 


Fad 


ing as {ix 1 3 nor did Nicanor i in the leaſt 


1 


Him; THT hart careleſs atrid filly. wmaiſtakes. were- | 


the cauſe of it. She humbly begged to know. 
what misfortune had befallen bim. On which, 


affairs, in order to ph 8 for. ha conduct, 


or perhaps to talk of it to her companions. Cor- 


delia took no notice of ſo cruel and unjuſt a ſuſ- 


picion, the harſhneſs of which went to her very 
ſoul, but ſtill continued to entreat:: her father to 


let ber know, if twas in her power by any la- . 


bour, by any ſufferings; to remove his great 


anxiety. To this he only anſwered, that he 


wanted no more of her management; and if he 


had not been fool enough to have depended. upon 


her, he had been now a happy man. Cor- 


delia finding evety thing ſhe ſaid, or coul + he. 


thus unkindly miſinterpreted; and having no hopes 
of being able by the ſofteſt and gentleſt words to 


give any pleaſure to her father, remained ſome ' 


time in filent ſorrow; a tear now and then ſteal- 
ing from her eyes without her conſent, which 


| ſhe contrived ſo to wipe off, that Nicanor ſhould 
not ſee ſhe wept : for it had been long her 


cuſtom, whatever befell her, to be: all chearful- 


neſs before her father, as ſhe knew ber chearful- 
neſs always gave him pleaſure. But little neceſ: 
ſity was there at preſent for poor Cordelia's cau- 
tion; as Nicanor was in ſuch a diſpoſition. of 
: mind, that her chearfulneſs would have been by 
him called impertinent mirth; and. from her 


tender tears of ſorrow ſhe would have been ac- 


cuſed of blubbering, from the pride and ſtubborn- 
neſs of her heart. The reſult was, that with a 
heavy heart at ſeeing her father's grief and dif- 


pleaſure, ſhe went out of town the next morn- 


think 
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| f 156 1 DOE Won 
think of ade her, for her abſence was what 
he at preſent moſt wanted, in order to be at li- 


berty to follow his own ſchemes and invent ions. 
The money which he had taken up to ſecure 
 Cylinda, as he imagined, from being forcibly 
taken from him to a priſon, he now employed 
in the meſt aſſiduous ſearch to recover her once 
more to his acquaintance: for the thought that 


the had willingly deſerted him was too painful 


for. him often te admit it into his boſom 3. but 


whenever in its turn it found a place there, then 


Aid he ſtorm and rave at the levity and incon- 


ſtancy of women; all the general invectives that 


ever were written againſt them would he repeat; 


and whenever he had worked himſelf into a ge- 


neral rage againſt the whole ſex, poor Cordelia 


never failed of coming in for a large ſhare of that 
anger; as her ſuppoſed miſtake was to him the 
only cauſe of all the uneafinefs he felt. Yet now 
and then a thought would ſtruggle to ariſe in his 


ü mind, tending to ſhew him that his own ſelfiſh 
extravagance, with an indulgence of a paſſion 


unbefitting a man of his years with ſuch a family, 
vas the true cauſe of all his misfortunes; nay 


more, that his anger to Cordelia, ſuppoſing the 


miſtake hers, was perfectly cruel and unreaſona- 


ble: but this, like all other ſtruggles, gave him i 
Sreat pain, and then was treated as he would all 
pain, driven off with the utmoſt ſpeed. Nicanor 


had not reſolution enaugh to ſuffer a moment's 
uneaſineſs that he could avoid; and therefore, 


inſtead of Putting himſelf into the hands af that 
Axilful ſurgeon RE ASO, to probe his wounds 


20 the bottom, be always employed that quack 


. e to #laiſter emo over at the * eps ma 
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6 rotten; part at the botiom to; ft fe 
Fx 8 0 I „ 
Two. _ the were "employed in his 1 
| after Cylinda, but to no purpoſe. Meſſengers 
after meſſengers were ſent to all parts of England, 
and no expence did he ſpare in this moſt vain 
and trifling of all his fooliſh 5 
Having thus ſquandered away great part of wo 
money he had laſt taken up; and, from his der 
ſpair of recovering Cylinda, beginning to turn 
his reflex ion a; little on his future means of ſub- 
ſiſtence, a thought ſtruck him, which is too apt 
to preſent itſelf to men in his deſperate ſituat ion, 
and this was no other than a gaming table. The 
mortgage on bis eſtate for want of intereſt heing 
paid Was forecloſed; and ſo far was he from I&> _ 
ceiving any overplus, (with which he had a long 
time; flattered. his hopes, and made himſelf be- 
lieve that he ſhould. replace his daughter's for- 
tune) that he was a., thouſand. pounds in debt. 
The money remaining out. of the twelve hun- 
d red pounds was not half equal to the diſcharging 
this debt; and to take the very. ſmall remainder - 
in his daughter's hands, he could not now think 
of, eſpecially as it would have been ſtill inſuffi- 


Cient for his purpoſe. He knew very well that 


his ſiſter's income was only for life, and there- 
fore on her death Cordelia would be deftitute of 
ſupport. Altho' his daughter held nat the ſame 
place in his affection as before that unlucky miſ- 
cake of his, which obſtinately paſſed in his mind. 
for hers, yet could he neten bear the thought 
of a young woman, and ſo handſome a young 
woman as Cordelia, being thrown in ſuch. a 
manner on the world without horror; and al- 
"on 120 k alle&ion a bbdets yet his pride was 
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piqued: at the proſpect of his own daughter 5 85. 5 
1 forced into a ſervile ſituation- or tempted/t0 | 
 Infany.. ETON 

Edit: a the ging table therefore he flies, by 
Which he had already in his vain imagination re- 
- trieved all the errors of his life, and gained an 
_ ample proviſion for himſelf and family. The 
event is too common, too certain, as he: unhap- 

ente Ae n cede to need ue 
Telated. - 1 ISL 
n. he Was hits ee 10 the: laſt ſhilling 
kat had in the world, all his debts fill unpaid, 
his fon Ferdinand unerectedy arrived- at 17. 
. FM | SE 
Never aid katker receive a” Fon: with: greats 
oy than Nicanor received Ferdinand; and Fers 
dinand was no leſs delighted with foch a recep 
Tion from his father. Nicanor doubted not for 
the moment, but that his pleaſure ariſing on the 
ſight of Ferdinand was owing to his paternal 
love for him, of which indeed there was ſome 
mixture: but when a man hath once given way 
to ſuch an extravagant paſſion as Nicanor had 
or Cylinda; whether the woman be a miſtreſs or 
1 wife, all' other affections and attachments 
- grow exctffively cool: ?Tis pretty certain allo, 
that where the object of a man's pleaſure is the 
chief object of his love (that love too ſolely 
founded on her being the object of his pleaſure) 
every ſmall portion of affection which he can 
ſpare, to brothers, ſiſters, parents, grown-up 
Children, or friends, is only in proportion to the 
uſe or ſervice they may be able to render him in 
any light: but chiefly in the gratification of his 
favourite pleaſure. As ſoon therefore as Ferdi- 
e had told his father chat he muſt beg his ſor- 
. | fqn | 
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1 r 1 much ne lected his advices 
idently to have reduced Wee greatr 
}for't Cane he had been a e the hope of 
4 my Keie 485 Nicanbt e expected being g partſy de- 
1 toyed, „ His; "5 joy At his ſön's Aa was greatly 
Aimipifhed, and che inward turn of his mind 
from pleafure to uneaſinefs was very viſible 90 
the ſudden 15 of his, countenance, © ERS 
Ain bhi F felt 4 flap poiritinertt; b l 
| > Treat e with anger e 
e catiſe'of ſuch diſap 


there 901025 70h 80 any real blame in the] 
ſon who was to. unhappy. as to baulk his 527 
expeQations,= - This we 1 mention as being | (we 
7 obe at leaſt) An uncom mon” 'peculiarity of tems 
per ih Nfcangr For were ſuch” diſpolitions 
Giamon, . what Would avail the moſt tender 
1 ve, the Wo AMUuoys' ae the moôſt friendly 
ligehee, Thould our ſihcete fendeav cuts chingp 
»% fait of their d deſired ſucceſs? * 
Ferdinand was excefftvely grieved at ſeeins the 
Ager of his father's brow on this confeſhog, 
h ge his 50 tniffion to relate, in as ſhort a 
1 ae oro 9 le, All that had haf ppened to bim 
„His ttavels 1 7 And then I tract fir, (aid 
Hehe,) 1 mhall hot 5 appear quite ine xcuſable in 
"5 10 eyes. 5 
Nicanor, on the laſt words of F erdinand, con- 
Lie ſome hope that his affairs were not ſo bad, 
Ys his fears at firſt made him apprebend; and, 
nackening the ſeyerfty of his look, he bad him 
| Proceed with his F ; 
When my brother Ofrer and 1 went 
<6) 12 10 5 (Kid Ferdinand) we travelled through 


Holland, France, and Italy; l all che 
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«© provement, in every country. thro) 
IE Ta C Our 2 5 


8" we pa _ Ray In! Each particular. place 
& was extremely ſhort, althg' Moraine Mug 
7585 ck. Again to the ſa ane Cities. Ov. ich We had 


beſbre relided,. My brother O ver, by by wha 
« inclinations. in thole points I was entffely d 
< refed, was, indeed in s AION. Jow-fpirited 
A, Way, fb et he M $208 1910 + ad 
| #t Nee wy Fa my 10 glad therefore 
4 40 f 65 1 his. re leſs. 1 10 of; doving 
h e r 10 WE her, in Nr contpir 
5 e Fj ebe to His heal! health and plea⸗ 
4. F ſure. . BELT Ny. 1 C117 41 i 
Ka While we. 1 Bos Holi ah 00 Eng 
1 ago, we became A acquainted | I 
gratlewan of 8e 7 3 oy 


112 


Turkey, through C fee; — erf 1 5 
ba the Known. le 


N 81 world; and this; he promiſed to make 10 


1 Keck. eaſy to me, from taking on. bimſelf che {t 
« whoſe burtben of the exgence. Hh hi 


44 ſal was ſo v agreeable. and 
5 1 ee eren. have þ | 


40 ane 3 chat he was cextain he e 

« live long, and kene me therefore by my 
8c brotherly. e or him, not to 7 
ee him in fo Wea CONE e. was, in, th 

1“ begged the gent eman to my nat 

pr 9 50 his Lind. offer: > excuſe 0 

5 e e - 1 7 heing RY odd tem- 
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„ „ ᷑ » ̃ ̃ , Woe may wer Vers vn Ye 


ee « pers be took my refuſal fo extreme 
would not ſpeak to me afterwards, - 
E The ſtay of this Engliſh gentleman Rene 
« was much longer than he at firſt intended ; 
for when I refuſed to accompany him on his 


© travels, I imagined that he was ſetting out as 


“„ the next week, but it was ſome months before 
< he purſued his intended voyage. My brother 
„ Oliver, on my determination not to accom- 
„pany the Engliſh gentleman, was very earneſt 


“ with me that we ſhould directly r return back 
« into France, to which I readily conſented; 


e but the next day he changed his mind, and 
and ſeemed full as defirous of our longer ſtay 
« in Rome, to which alſo I made no ſort of 
'- objection, being directed, as I before ſaid, in- 
„ tirely by his inclinations. At the end of 
© three months my brother told me, that he 
«© was going to communicate to me what he be- 
„ lieved would a ge 
„ was, that the Englifh gentleman, who had 
offered fome time ago to take me with him 


< in his travels, had that day (as he met him 
% by accident in the ſtreet) wade the very fame 
„ propofal to him; and that knowing' the odd- 
„ neſs of his temper, he had at once agreed to 


o the acceptance of an offer which was ſo vers 
<* agreeable. Oliver told me, that he hoped 


*© had opinion enough of his honour to deere. ; 


him incapable of acting in any underhand way 


% towards obtaining the favour of a man, who ; 
„had, by his former behaviour to me, ſhewn 


„ himſelf te be plainly govern'd by caprice and 


< whim. But, till farther to convince me how 
“ lietle this agreeable excurſion was of his own 
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He confeſſed, he ſaid, that to accompany this 
gentleman in. his travels would be the great- 
eſt. pleaſure to him in the world,. and would, 


he believed, contribute to the odablifkunect | 
of his health: but ſtill rather than I ſhould 
ſuſpect him of a mean treachery, which his 
very ſoul abhorr'd, he was ready to give up 
any ſatisfaction of his own, if his loſing fuch 
an advantage would be any pleaſure to me. I 
* told him, that I wondered he could ſuppoſe 1 
 harbour'd any ſuch ſuſpicion of him, and aſ- 
* ſured him, that his pleaſing himſelf, and re- 
covering his health, was what of all things [ 
moſt earneſtly wiſh'd and defir'd. The next 


day, therefore, my brother ſet out with his 


I happened 
t juſt at this time to meet with a young gentle- 
man named Druſus, whoſe converſation was 
perfectly agteeable, and whoſe whole heart 


| and as ſoon as I had made myſelf 
eee maſter of the Italian language, I in; 
„ tended returning into England, 


and foul ſeemed by all his ſentiments to bear 


ſuch an exact reſemblance to my own, that in 


a ſhort time we contracted. the moſt intimate 


friendſhip. We. travelled. together towards 
Par is, Where his affairs, he ſaid, would oblige 


him to make ſome ſtay; and as I had no par- 
£6 ticular call to any other place, I was extremely | 
glad. to remain with him, as long as it would 


ſuit with his convenience or pleaſure. But 


aſter about two months reſidence in Paris, my 


72 friend appear d to be n with the deep- 
C 


et, melancholy; and on my enquiring. the 


$ 


cauſe he, with the moſt ſeeming rẽluctance, 
hs Was | 


. K . OUS a ill% ter I SIPC St No 


s 


7 163 1 1 
| 1% was PROP on: at 4% to declare, that tifs 
e melancholy aroſe” from diſtreſs in eircum- 
% ſtances. And ſince be had gone ſo far, he 
„ would, he ſaid, lay ope 
his very unhappy life; which he had hitherta 
4 conceal'd, in order to ſpare me the pain which 
« ſuch a recital would give. He then inform'd 
4% me that he had been left an eaſy independent 


60 «fortune by an uncle, but had zuin himſelf 


£ by ſuppotting the See of the worſt 
44% f fathers; „ 
> Here Nicanor with great bent gaid, 1 0 
ſhould not have contracted a friendſhip with any 
man who could 9 855 thus diſreſpectfully of his 
father. 
At was, Gar (reply d Ferdinand} his! tender 


N manner of repeating thoſe circumſtances in his 


„ father's} ife, Which were neceſſary towards 
40 inform ing me in his hiſtory, that endear'd 
© him till more to me, and gain'd from me an 
“ unlimited credit to his ſtory: for never did 
*© Druſus utter one diſreſpectful word of à man, 
„ whoſe behaviour deſerved not from his ſon the 
* generoſity and duty which he related of him- 


„ ſelf towards his father, and by whoſe means, = 


_ FRY according to his own account, he was totally 
„ impoveriſh'd.* Yet it was not his own pover= 
„ty, he ſaid; that he was unable to bear, bu 
_©©:he- confeſs'd that he had a wife, a beautiful 
„ young creature, who by marrying! him h 


*. difobliged all her friends; and altho when ſhe | 
65. was of age; ſhe would have à claim to an am. 


ple fortune ; yet ſo great was their preſent 
{© giſtreſs, that he had Juſt now received a letter 
„ from her, to ſay that ſhe was ready to lie in 


ar @ little villages where the was, obliged to 
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6. he feel far the di 


40 


: 755 impoſe on the generous and TT”. „ 
Now Nicanot's compaſſion fox Druſus was 
3 and with a frown he ſaid, ©& that had 


AX ood ro rear ne age nr eee 
— — rb nent cnn nds + ho — : 


oo wt 


be deed been due to his neceſſities. But you 
< very little qualified, Ferdinand, (ſaid he) to 
20 BY. 8 the. world, if Jau cannot guard 


„ 


te flop in | her intended journey to meet. bim at 
- WR and that ſhe was at that time ane 


of common neceſſaries for ef ſupport... 
© Poor. wretch,. (cry, 


7 whom it was 1 in his power to; ſupport! 
Tou could not, my boy, reſuſe him a ſupply 
* on fo urgent, ſo tender an occaſion !!: 


9 1 hope, fir, reply d Ferdinand, that I have 


© not a heart incapable of being moved WM A 


| « 4 fl diſtreſs : but not to dwell long on. the 


. 


relation of what. gives me the utmoſt pain to 
< think on, as it hath half damp'd the pleaſure 1 


* men: be: formed his err. ſ 


7 gious in all its 
* circumſtances, perfectly eale 


to move my 


1 compaſſion and to impoſe ps my; generoſity; 
Ke. and in concluſion borrowed of mea thouſand 


1 pounds. The very. next day be left Paris, 
be _ I. was ſoon convinced from undoubted 


< evidence, that he was a moſt notorious cheat, 


and had aſſumed ſeveral different . 
e invented. ſeveral different ſtories, ada 


© Druſus's ſtory been true, ſomething. had in- 
bare 


* cm MP4s n ino 
«1 x am very fanſible, "Res Gi Ferdinand; 


5 1 that 1 en incur cenſure for want of prudence 
35 2 * 11 1 13:8 * 


ee, . had a9 8 


Krelles of e n. 


could propoſe in any future confidence or 
1 friendſhip ; this Druſus was the moſt artful of 


a D Uuſus,” had you MF is artful N 
dc mut have condemned me for want of friend - 
4 ſhip and Wellnes, had T not complied with his 
6. « requeſt, Beſides I conſidered, that ſhould I 
his death or misfortunes ( for his treache 
| 1 1 never ſuſpected) loſe the whole ſum which 
. had advanced for his ſervice, I ſhould hurt or 
. diſtreſs no one but myſelf ; fot I had the hap- 
c pineſs to know that you, fir, were in eaſy 


40 circumſtances— here Nieanor ſighed — — 


cc that my fiſter alſo is well provided for. 
Here Nieaner looked wild, eee and mut- 
tered the word, fo 2 Pardon me, ſir, faid 
“ Ferdinamdz the“ T'' love my fiſter with a 
*© $rotheely affeRion;) yet have I 'atways conſi- 
< dered a moderate provifien'as a greater blefling 
«© that" itch" heaps! of wealth, as tend only to 
% male the owners a prey for defigni men. 
„ *Piras on that confederation; fir, that I term - 
ed my fiſter well provided for: and as to my 
„ brother; his prudence” will meyer ſuffer — 755 to 
want any alliftance; ' FR 
— Nicanorpeeviſtily bad bim Mare h ſe 
ons and reflexions, and procecd with his ſtory.” 
I have nothing farther, fir, to add, aid 
© Ferdinand, but that in a few Unys alter the 
46 1 Jepartere of Druſus, I left France in order, 
as you ſee me here; dee pe y duty, and to 
« voteive! your bleffinng 
Niennor how finding * that 0 bad bead e 
weck, and that bis fon, althe” he had leff 
his fortune, had fulficient remaining for his pre- 
{nt relief, kindly, embraced him; and told him 
that he was fincet ely glad to fee him fafely re- 
turned. But I am extremely ſorry, my on, 
© #6 acquaint you, {aid he) thar you are coltle. 
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er to be a. melantholy. witneſs to wt ) _ 
& misfortunes and diſtreſs. . ee — 
by theſe words, and ſeeing alſo the:fix'd melan« 
choly which appeared in the face of Nicanor, 
begged to know of what kind ſuch diſtreſs and 
misfortunes were, and if in his power to relieve. 
In ſhort, Ferdinand and Cordelia were ſo truly 
twins in their minds, as well as by birth, that 
it. would be a tedious repetition to relate what | 
Ferdinand felt, or how he acted on hearing of 
his father's circumſtances. - Nor could the fear of 
any conſequences for himſelf have the leaſt chance 
for making him keep any thing, in chis - n poF- 
ſeſſon, of which his father ſtood in need. | 
Ferdinand from having heen ſent abroad which 
en did. from. a deſife of getting rid of both 
his ſons) was now in that meſt unhappy of all 
ſituations, à gentleman both by birth and edu- 
| FAUONs with parts capable by application of 
making a figure, at an age in which) he eught to 
Yo entered on buſineſs: or ſome ptofeſſion yet 
thrown ſo much back in the world, that it muſt 
be ſome years before any thing he could purſue 
would yield him the leaſt advantage, void alſo ef 
the means for almoſt common ſubſiſtence," till he 
could be enabled reputably to ſubſiſt himſelf; 
4s ſoon as Nicanor's, debts were paid by Fer- 
5 dinand, he lived on in the ſame houſe with him 
on the ſmall remainder. ofthis fortune, till he 
could turn himſelf to any profeſſion, or find 
means for his own and his father's future ſupport. 
But it as not above a month before they had an 
addition to their family, by the coming home of be 
Cordelia; who, as her aunt was juſt dead, want - perce 
ed that protection which a father is moſt proper bent 
$9 give. Abe: hag not 25 Jong with har abr daug 


1 T 3 © 
* - io 
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w_— — — — — — —— — — — . ̃ V — 
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5 9 « 


ſtances liked her ſo well, as to make a proof 
of marriage to her father. He afked not her 
fortune, nor defired any, he ſaid, but would 
make whatever ſettlements they Thould require. 
Now was Nicanor's heart. greatly elated oh" th 
joy, for he wanted not affection enough for his 
daughter to wiſh to ſee her happy; or witl 
more propriety may we fay, to fee her rich; 
for as to happineſs he could not expect there 
would be much in a marriage between two Pere + 
ſons ſo thoroughly oppoſite in their diſpoſitions, 

as was this man and the gentle Cordelia. . Rufn. 
nus, for that was his name, had acquired great 
wealth by buſineſs, and was. ſtill in a way by 
merchandiſe of doubling ang trebling his fortune 
His perſon was by no means difagreeable; z yet, i #_ 
report belied him not, nothing could be more 
ſordid than his mind, or more void. of every 


thing that is truly amiable. | He kept in his - 


houſe a brother who had faiPd in buſineſs as hig 
book-keeper; and fewer privileges did that bro- 
ther-enjoy, than he would have given his father? $- 
butler, if he had been qualified for the office. 
His only ſiſter,” whoſe outward deformity, poor 
girl, had prevented her ever hoping for any other 


protection, lived with him as his houſe-keeper ;. : 


and how ſhe lived need not be told, finee it Was 
with a brother, whe worth near a plumb could 
ſuffer his ſiſter to remain in that ſituation. 


Nicanor knew all theſe family circumſtances, ' 


yer dwelt fo ſtrongly i to Cordelia on the exceſſive. - 
liberality of his propoſal to her, that ſhe plainly 


perceived her father's whole heart and ſoul to be 


bent upon this match. Nicanor 'urged to his 
eee 1 common reports of the avaritious 
. 


Z . 55 3 27 1 . Dy a f ad 
i "Foal; dere a man fn very great elrcung 
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thus generouſly offer to take her without a 
ſhilling ; and this being evidently the effect of 


love, that love muſt make him to her the beſt 
of huſbands: he omitted not alſo to remind her, 


that from her own diſpoſition ſhe could not but 


be happy, as the whole pleaſure of her life, he 


knew, conſiſted in the kindneſs and affection of 


the perſon with whom ſhe was moſt nearly. con- 


neted. 
It was impoſſible for Cordelia on this ſubje& 
to give her father any other anſwer, but that ſhe 


| begged a few days to conſider of a.propoſal, which 


fo nearly Concerned the happineſs of her future 


life. 


Cordelia 3 well knew the 3 of Ruff 


. Ke that ſhe would not have wanted one mo- 


ment's conſideration for the rejecting of him and 
His offers. No conſideration for herſelf would 
have made her. have. 
whom ſhe could not eſteem and love, and whom 
therefore the muſt have deceived under-that moſt 
ſolemn vow of marriage. But her father's ne- 


ceſſities and her brother's diſtreſs, made her en- 
deavour if poſſible to reconcile her mind to the 


undergoing the moſt dreadful of all lives, for the 


fake of bringing them ſome relief, or at leaſt of 
relieving them from any cares for her ſup 


As to the real generoſity. of Ruffinus's propoſal, 
It was not ſpecious enough. to deceive her; ſhe 
well knew that it proceeded from. gratifying 'that 
liking, which ſhe was not ſo blind hut ſhe per- 
ceived he had taken towards her the only time 
the had been in his company; and plainly did ſhe 
fee the fallacy of her father's reaſoning, as being 


croel, 


|: | Jul well convinced that with. fo yrannical; © 


wen. her hand to a man 


's 


i 


l fol hard a heart; 48 it was plain from 
his behaviour to his family he was puſſeſſed of, 


there could not dwell that love and affection 
which was indeed the chief joy of her liſe. 1 8he 


acquainted her btother Ferdinand with the pro- 


poſal made by her father, to which he deeply 


ſighed and beggedꝭ her-t6 conſult her own heart, 5 


and take adviceifrom thence, for it was not in 
his power to dare the con ſequence which might 
attend the advice he wiſhed to give her: but 


ſhould ſhe atcept this offer'd opportunity of 


ſnatching herſelf from one kind of miſery, ſurely, 

generoſity, and 
her own affectionate 5 0 1 eg 5 
to be -unhap py. +3 b 1 3 15 1 


he ſaid, heaven would bleſs ſuch 


Cordelia knew br exce 


loved: her; and how much breed her real 


happineſs: ſeeing him i ſtherefore ſo ſubdued by 


their miſerable entcumftances; as not to dare the . 8 


con ſequence of i het tefuſing this advantageous 


offers: eee his deſpair, and | 


was almoſt come to tu. reſolut ion of ſacrificing: 


her own peace for her father's ſupport, when het | 


brother Oliver arrivedeat the dot. 


ie wab wateivet by tba all aich aGoAionats 
joy, and Ferdinand ion took an opportun ity of 
informing him of the deſperate ſtate of his fan May: | 
eſs, for 


This! information :happened:ito be rieed] 


Oliver had: long before: heard 6f the ruin of his 


father; and, altho' he made the appearance of 


being juſt come from abroad, he had been in 
Hngland ſome weeks, but had his reaſons for hot 


going home, nen them any notice of his 
arrival Va nne nenen enn 1510 


 Heigave them a ſhort account of his ee, 
and ſeemed 9 had not Heard] of-ithe 
. nn. ä 
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„ 1 | [1507 ]' 
death of his friend with 
This gentleman he informed them died at Con- 
ſtantinople, and left him all his fortune; which 
Oliver ſaid; amounted not to the ſum it was re ; 
puted, but was ſufficient,” he- hoped; to enable 
him to relieve! the diſtreſſes of his fa milyt and 
he kinidly!declared: that his ſiſter Cordelia ſhould 
not be driven into a match which was diſagree- 
able to her, if ſhe would depend on his brotherly 
UV ĩ ĩ ² A 0 


» 
* 


— 


7 


filled the whole family with a joy that is not to 
be expreſſed. Nicanor was freed from the fears 

of poverty, which he had by no means ſtrength 
of mind enough to look boldly in the face; and 
Ferdinand and Cordelia ſhed tears of joy, to find 
ſuch an alteration as they thought in Oliver, of 
whoſe generoſity or affection they bad hitherto 
no great reaſon to think very highly. 951 Cordelia 
readily embraced the liberty ſhe now found ſhe 
had of refuſing her opulent lover; and he, in 


face that came in his wax 
Oliver took chambers for himſelf in one of the 
inns of court, and told his father that he would 
allow him ſufficient to remain in his own: houſe, 
with his brother and ſiſter. FCC 5 


r 
„ 


<> 


not that he could relieve his family, but that 
they were now truly his dependents, made him 


KA 
GET I LNCS 


appear at firſt ſo very good-humour'd, that Fer- 
dinand' and Cordelia doubted not the truth of his 
friendly profeſſions towards te. 
Oliver was not naturally what may be calle! 
covetous, for he conſidered his money as a means 
of his pleaſure: but that his pleaſure was to ex- 
„„ : erciſe 


3 © 
l edc. 


Tue arrival of Oliver, and this his behaviour, 


reſentment for her refuſal, married the firſt pretty 


The real joy which poſſeſſed Oliver's mind, 


[a7 TY 
erciſe a tyrannical power, of making 1 a. 
] 


the weight of what he pleaſed to call an obliga- 
tion, plainly appeared when he came to grant 
| this promiſed. allowance to his family.  _ 
Oliver fixed in Nicanor's mind a high opinion 
of his own prudence, and inſinuated alſo that it 


was owing to his dutiful affection that he bad 
preſerved his fortune, in order to be of ſervice to 
his father in his old age. He then artfully * 
out ſo many reflexions on the contrary beha- 


viour, that Nicanor looked back on the un- 


matched generoſity of Ferdinand and Cordelia 


=. 


be 8 10 e A. „ and to AVI ano, _ 


towards him; as a blameable extravagance, and 
knew not that he was the father of one valuar 
ble child but Oliver. 

When this mighty 1 from Oliver 
came to be made, it was indeed ſufficient .to 
KEEP his father; that is, from ſtarving: and 
yet this was to be thought a proper n 
ance for the whole familß. 

Ferdinand and Cordelia plainly ſaw. their ere 


ror,. in imagining that a heart ſo paltry as was 


Oliver's, could be in reality changed: but as 
they delighted not in the diſcovery, they. ſeldom 


made it even to each other the  ſubjeca. of tic 


courſe. 

1 now found the necellity of 1 
ing himſelf with the utmoſt afliduity to the ſtudy 
of the law; but, as he had not admitted 1 


his mind the poſſibility of his brother's being A 


exceſſively ſordid. as to refuſe him mere nece 
aſſiſtance, he aſked Oliver to ſupply him — 9 
barely money enough to ſupport him, without 
his taking any thing from his father, till he could, 
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. Trl. ©. 5 
neſt Oliver not only refuſed, but 


1 1 


5 conglaiogd! to his father, that Ferdinand wanted 
(for the ſake of indulging himſelf in idleneſs and 
luxury) to rob him of the means by which he 
was enabled at preſent to afford ſuch an allow- 
| ance, as he hoped indeed would be perfectly ſuf- 
: ficient for his dear father's ſupport, 
© Nicanor was but too apt at preſent to admit 
| Into his mind the idea of Ferdinand's doing ſome- 
thing wrong; for Ferdinand had not the hap- 
'  pineſs of appearing neceſſary to his pleaſures : 
and Oliver, by ſwelling every trifling gift and 
obligation into a mountain, poſſeſſed all the 
_ ſmall ſtock of affection Nicanor had to beſtow. 
Ferdinand and Cordelia could have been hap- 
| py in each other's company, and happier till if 
by their chearful endeavours they could have 
amuſed and pleaſed their father; but their means 
were ſpent;- their generoſity was forgot, and 
Nicanor, inſtead of looking on them with de- 
light, loved not the ſight of them, as from their 
- Giftireſs he was ſelf-reproached, and yet from their 
dutiful behaviour he could never find any juſt oc- 
| caſion for anger againſt them. 5 
There is not, perhaps, any thisy/ more un- 
happy for a family, than to have the head. of it 
1 pleaſure- loving man, ſoured by diſappoint- 
nents. Such a one is always gloomy and moroſe 
ts thoſe around him, and if ever he indulges the 
Teaft vein of chearfulneſs or good-humour, it is 
in the company of ſtrangers, before whom he may 
Mill have ſome little reſtraint. This was the 
pteſent temper of Nicanor, and this made his 
Children partly to pleaſe and divert him, and 
artly to relieve. them ſelves from his domeſtic 
Knoroſencl, ha Cos frequent viſits of more 
company 
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Par the THIRD. 


v5 BY invention (lays an ingenious author) 
I believe is generally underſtood, a crea- 


tive faculty; which would indeed prove ro- 
„ mance writers to have the higheſt pretenſions 


to it; whereas by invention is really meant 


no more (and ſo the word ſignifies) thah diſ- 


+ covery, or finding out; or, to explain it at 


«© large, a quick and ſagacious penetration into 


© the true eſſence of all the 8 of our con · 


(© templation.” 
' Invention then is in truth pretty muck the 


fame with having eyes, and opening them in 


order to diſcern the objects which are placed be- 
ſote us. But the eye here made uſe of, muſt be 
the mind's eye, (as Shakeſpear, with his peculiar 
aptneſs of expreſſion, calls it) and ſo ſtrictly juſt 
is this metaphor, that nothing is apparently more 
frequent than a perverſe ſhutting of this mental 


eye, when we have not an inclination to per- 
ceive the things offered to our internal view. I 


know not likewiſe, why a ſhort-ſighted mind's 


eye ſhould not be as good an expreſſion as a ſhort- 


12 9 


7h 175 1 


ſig zbted body's! eye. But in this we are much 


kinder to our ſenſe than to our intellect; for, in 
order to aſſiſt the ſormer, we uſe glaſſes and 
ſpeRacles of all kinds, adapted to our deficiency. 


of ' fight; whereas in the latter, we are ſo far. 
from accepting the aſſiſtance of mental glaſſes or 
ſpectacles, that we often ſtrain our mind's eye, 


even to blindneſs, and at the ſame time affirm 
that our ſight is nothing leſs than perfect. 

"The poet who writes to the mind's eye; and 
collects his images through the ſame medium, 
lies under a great. diſadvantage in compariſon 
with the painter. The original, from whence 


the latter draws his copy, is an out ward object, 
and his picture, when finiſh'd, is addreſs'd to 
the viſual ſenſ⸗: whereas the original, from 

whence the former takes copy, is perceived by 


the mind's eye, and addreſs' d alſo to the mental 
perception of his reader. In order, therefore, 
clearly and- diſtinctly to convey his images, the 
poet is obliged to make uſe of allegories, meta- 
phors, and illuſtrations from outward e. ae 
and from 3 s viſible, to nee the We 
0 things not ſeen,” a 
Thus, Conſens ſpeaking,” the 3 which 
we call works of invention, ought: to contain 
the hiſtory of the mind of man z. and he is the 
beſt writer, ho repreſents it moſt truly- viel 
If invention then be only a capacity of find= 


ing; and not of creating, we muſt endeavour (if 


we would exerciſe this faculty) to keep our 


mind's eye open, and on the ſearch, and not 


cloſe it up by bending all our thoughts on the 


gratification of ſome preſent humour. The read- 
er alſo may be ſaid to partake of the invention 


of 255 FR when he finds his own aequaint- 
7 - "SDS . 
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ans in. the true repreſentations of nature. This | 


thereader, who hath moſt; truly conſidered and 


digeſted the ſentiments which he reads, muſt be 


2 man. of. the. beſt taſte, and muſt find moſt 
1 plealure i in the peruſal of authors worth the read- 

ing. It is (but to preſerve candor enough to 
keep up an impartial attention, and, inſtead of 
being actuated by a falſe ſhame of ignorance, to 
know when properly to confeſs myſelf a learner, 
and I have it iu my power, as far as my capacity 
will reach, to command #>y-knowledge that is 
5 en tant FRI whole univerſde. 


Would mankind be but ct, 1 : 


the continual uſe. of that little, but ſignificant 
pronoun, MINE, or MY OWN, with what lux- 
urious delight might they.revel'in the property 

of others] Every man poſſeſſed of a competency 
enough to obtain neceſlaties, without the task of 
hard labour might, innocent of thoft or pillage, 
reap enjoyment from all the productions of the 
induſtry and faculties of half mankind. He; like 


the queen of the bees, might partake in the fruit 


of the labours of all the hive. | The works of na- 
ture and of art combine to delight his ſenſes. 
To omit the ennumeration of all natural beau- 

ties; ſuch as hills, dales, woods, rivers; the fra- 
granes of flowering ſhrubs, the melody of birds, 
Ee. which are all at the command of »the.poor- 


- eft peaſant; it is in my power with truth to de- 
clare, that to pleaſe my eyes the vain man builds 


magnificent palaces, and toils for riches in order 


to raiſe for my viewia beautiful ſtructure: for | 


the ſame purpoſe ſerve: the moſt finiſh'd pieces of 


the painter's art: the muſician toils to gratify - 


my ſenſe of hearing; and the poet's pen is em- 


yd for my * _ entertainment: . 
7 


DT 


Fd 
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if envy makes me ſicken at the fight of every 
thing that is excellent out of my own poſſeſſion; 
then will the ſweeteſt food be ſharp as vinegar, 
and every beauty will, in my depraved eyes, ap- 
pear as deformity. __ FF) en 2 
Men look on knowledge, which they learn, 
or might learn from others, as they do on the 
moſt beautiful ſtructures, which are not their 
own: in outward objects they would rather be- 
hold their own hogſty than their neighbour's pa- 
lace; and in mental ones would prefer one 
grain of knowledge, gain'd by their own obſer» 
vation, to all the wiſdom of a thouſand Solo- 
JJ % 
It is the remark of a very ingenious Frenehy 
| writer, that ſearcely any man ever foared ſo- ' 
high in knowledge as he might have done by 
more intenſe induſtry. And I believe the chief 
baulk to this induſtry is the great aptitude of ' 
the human mind immediately to pronounce the: 
perfection of all its own productions. We are 
| inclined to do by the produce of our minds as by 
thoſe of our bodies: namely, admire them for 
being ours; and, inſtead of taking the proper 
pains to form our children into objects of eſteem 
and admiration, we ſwear, although their de- 
formity is apparent to all impartial. eyes, that 
they are patterns of perfection: we are angry 
that others are not as blind as ourſelves, and, 
knight - errant like, are at all times ready to de- 
fend the beauties of our own Dulcine. 
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A A poet is not only a mental painter (as gene- 
rally allowed) but architect, ſculptor, &c. Anek 
Horace confirms this as his opinion, by illuſtrate- 
ing his rules for poetic 0 by every out- 
ward object he could deviſe. In joining things 
. Is cCongruous 
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|  congruous together, ſo as to form a reſemblance | 
according to nature, the judgment alone muſt 


be employed; and in mental objects, where out- 


ward lines and plummets cannot be uſed, the 


judgment muſt be the mental rule, and make 


doundaries for proper proportions; but in the 
animating and adorning parts, accident hath 
often had a great ſhare, and many a fine ſtroke, 


I believe, for which the poet hath almoſt gained 


the credit of infpiration, may have been entirely 


owing to a lucky hit. The finiſhing a moſt fa- 
mous piece of ancient painting, we are told, was 


owing to the rageful deſpair of the painter, who, 
by throwing his bruſh wet with paint, in order 
to deface what he deſpaired to compleat, gave 
that expreſſive ſtroke which all his labour before 
could not effect. One of the moſt beautiful 


as in architecture, the capital of the 


Corinthian column, was found out, as Perrault 


Hays, by accident, or apparent accident, namely, 


tze ſeeing: ſome leaves of the acanthus windin 
themſelves round the handle of a basket placed 


on a young lady's tomb. The reaſon I ſay ap- 


parent accident is, that although the ſeeing ſuch 
leaves in ſuch a careleſs form was accident; yet 


the uſe which was made of it was owing to the 


penetration of the architect, who, by habit, had 


accuſtomed his mind to make uſe of outward ob- 


jects; and thus the finiſhed piece of the painter 
Was, in the firſt place, owing to his candor, in 


ſeeing that his art was bailed by the trying cir- 
cumſtances of his ſubject; and, in the next 


Place, to his not being aſhamed to acknowledge, 
that the finiſhed excellence of his inimitable 


picture aroſe from a ſtroke in which he was con- 


_ *ſeious of having no more merit, as to the ma- 


nual 
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t 78 penciF itſelf. 


The ſtamp of immortality, or rather of Jabs. 
tion, equal to mol lity itſelf, which we have 
reaſon e bre is on ſome poems, muſt be 
made Do a judgment directed by modeſty and 
5 candor, wh 
there is a magic in his touch which immediatelß 
brings all things to perfection. This modeſty 
engages him, before he vents his thoughts, to- 


which will not ſuffer the poet to think 


examine and re-examine them; and not being 


partial to them as his own, the will awaken all 
his facukkies,. in order to cultivate and exalt his 


genius to the height, before be brings his pro- 
ductions into public view. _ 


If modeſty and candor are neceſſary to an Vads 


thor in his judgment of his own works, no leſs 
are they in his feader. And, when I hear every 


pert boy and girt from ſchool, and 
who hound not yet dare e hands of their 


governors, admitted to ſit in judgment on Mil- 


ton, Shakeſpear, Cc. the face o Ara: ſeems. 1 


reverſed, the infant is become the mafter, and 
the maſter i is forced to ſu bmit to be the ſcholar. 


Should an ingenious mechanic find out a 
machine in watch- making, or any other art, 
which was by expetfence proved to be for the 
uſe and pleaſure of mankind; an honeſt 9 | 


tion would ariſe in eyery generous boſom to 


It criticiſed, pulled to pieces, and condemned, . 
ſuch as are not only ignorant of its multiform 
wheels and M but who know not even 


Fs 1 "It 


its common uſe, :''' 


The learned Boſſu, in his alleourle on eple 8 


poetry, hath very intelligibly ſet forth the rules 


of N as N on Homer. He hath 
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i 8 the fables of fa .the Iliad FRE Odyſite 
= With that of the Æneid of Virgil, and by adding 
the opinion of Horace on fable. action, character, 
Oc. he hath ſhewn how. exactly Ariſtotle, Ho- 
2 Virgil, and Horace, all agreed i in their jdcas 


59 7 1% 91D 20 N it 
ACER, to o ſuppoſe, that, the oh 
TN as 5.20 their agreement of. opinion was 
owing. 35 their not each contending for the 
maſtery; MY 

- ellen es his. ales from 1 as. his 
"H45TER;. Virgil, in che gs, manner, imita- 
tod this firſt great pattern, and, it lis malt likely, 
aſſiſted his judgment by 2A le's rules; Ho- 
race drew his precepts. from. the ſame. ſources 
with Virgil; and Boſſu, in the cleareſt, manner, 
W ' hath ſhewn, the connexion, ang..eo-incidence. of 
= ping. in them all four: and this alſo, by mo- 
1 (deft ly. Gees, his, ds fn den them as m- 
dels, apd not 8 an air. bee bc 
| 8 Ale 155 r, 1 11 n. py) 3 WW . 
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5 Sik . pas, 
bj ug devons phitor En eſh dans 
I notre: Jugement, que dns ces modeles : Segels 
e nous plaiſent, DOR, Aue nog ger A nous 
4 memes; avec plus d'aſfurance, ſuivant cette 
Na 4 f e penſe js Quintilien.: que celui a 
«6 ui Ciceron plait, doit par Ja eweis qu bl 
« a beaucoup profits? 1091 
"fi works of the imagination, the 3 :magination 
muſt be firſt employed, to awaken. the attention, 
and to. lead... us afterwards to the. 1 of the 
5 Judgment. 
Bal: rraite _ Poeme Bpique, | . vi. chap. 8. 
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| judgment. The pleaſure PR Ariſtotle muſt 
take in reading the works of Homer moſt pro- 
bably led him to employ his Judgment e 


out cauſes for that pleaſure. .+- it 
Whether a man, who cannot write an epic 
poem, is, ot is not, qualified to judge of one, is 
a diſpute on which I ſhal] not attempt to enter; 
yet modeſty and candor, I ſhould imagine, muſt 
induce a critic to draw bis rules from the higheſt 
and beſt exemplars of that kind of writing, 
which he makes the ſubje of his enquiry ; and 
I could almoſt venture to aſſert, that Ariſtotle 
would haye bluſhed to have attempted the pro- 
pounding a ſet of rules for what he could neither 
execute himſelf, nor of which he had not yet 
ſeen any example : but much leſs would he have 
attempted a 3 on epic poetry, whilſt:two 6 
ſuch poems as the Iliad and the Odyſſee were ex - 
tant. 4vithout deducing all his pregepts from the 
father, the, jnventor, and the Judieigas executor 
of that kind of writing. 0 
I know not whether it would be too bold an 
aſſertion to ſay, that AN DOR makes capacity;  ' 
yet it is, I believe, indiſputably true, that by War 
this alone it hath the power of fully exerting all 8 
its vigour. But, in order to try the truth of 1 
any obſervation relating to the mind, the eaſieſt 
method is to illuſtrate it by outward objects. „ 
for inſtance, a man was to ſweat and labour all 
the days of his life to fill a cheſt which was al- 
ready full, the abſurdity of his vain endeavour. 
would be glaring: in the ſame manner, when 
the human mind is filled and ſtuffed with no- 
tions, brought thither by fallacious inclinations, 
there is no room for truth to enter; (candor be- 
ing Wien, W alone bear the ſwa — 
union | 


— 


— 


n {mother'd in ſurmiſe 5 and nothing 8 8 
But what! is not. NM ERS G1 0426 8 10 0 
Truth is the very reverſe of what wad of that | : 
fickle Sead F ortune; . Ee ee a LR - 
She flys thoſe that ſue, 85 * LEN 
And thoſe that fly Funes. 3 5 
)%CÜÜ tkSy 2111 . . VVV 
For truth meets thoſe who affeQionately invite "of 


| her, and is unattainable by none but thoſe who | 
"hs her embraces, and fy her as their ee 
ut. C 2 EE a 8 FEY 
After all that has been ſaid in various ſhapes, 
17 many various writers, concerning Ju D6= 
MENT, TASTE, INVENTION, &c, they all an 
feverally mean no more than THE PERK CEPFION 
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— 7 will mix + with you 3 in e e - 

To pleaſe—but whom ? Attentive auditors ; 

Such as will join their profit with their pleaſure * 1 

For the ſe PII prodigally ſpend hel 5 . 

And ſpeak away my ſpirits into air; 206 

For theſe I'll melt my brain into inventin, 

Coin new conceits, and hang my richeſt words 

5 As 8 e in their en ears. 


BERN Jonxsox, IIs 
| Every Man out of his Humour. 


Fenris Una. Tux car. 


PORTIA. e 

N 5 8 I have ventured on uſing - A Gaol 
word at once to ſi gnify all the evil 
WE! paſſions turmoiling the mind of 
man, to ſpare the repetition of 

the various paſſions of which the 
Tuns is deſigned to convey a 
full idea 3 1. ſhould, on the other band, be very 


_ glad 


— 


> 


| | K Mo 1 x; 

30 if 1 might be admitted under one word alſo 
to convey an idea of all that I could wiſh-my 
hearers to underſtand, when I would deſcribe a 
boſom fraught with gentle peace; a heart 702 
ing out thoſe torments which compoſe the 
ITuxBA, and kindly yielding itfelf up to the en- 

Jjoyment of its own tranquillity. To this xrSHr- 

x Ess of mind, this completion of wiſdom and 
goodneſs (as far as the human mind can tread 


the road to perfection) I would, if allowed, ; give 


the name of the DE IRA. 


The Cay, without the leaſt examination, 


Joudly chmoured againſt the uſe of this word, de- 
claring that they did not, nor could they under- 


ſtand its meaning: but they ſuppoſed it Was ſome 


more gibberiſh of her own invention. 

PoxT1a..: Was it hard to be a e 1 
would not attempt the introducing i it 3 but it is 
ſo eaſy to be explained, it is to me ſo expreſſive, 
and yet ſo ſimple, that a child might ſboon be 
informed of its utmoſt ſignification. 

And now the CRT, in univerfal or, - 
peatedly exclaimed againſt any explanation, de- 
chring, that they would not be treated like 


children, and would farther exert the right of 
judgment, ſo as abſolutely to forbid Portia” s ever 
5 mentioning it any more. 
But great as they upd themſelves, they 


foon found that there was a greater in preſence 
for Una, with a commanding. voice, deelared, 
that ſuch tyranny, as to condemn. any one un- 
heard, ſhould not be ſuffered before her; and 
that Portia was at full liberty to explain her rea- 
ſons for the uſe of this word. It will then be 
time enough, faid ſhe, to judge whether it be in- 


ana or 0 to her purpoſe; 5. that is, 


whet ber 


— 


whether it be e 12 to anſwer the 
real uſe of language, the making: our ideas clear- 


ly underſtood. 


PoxrIA. e in Latin, 5 applied: 0 
the hand, ſignifies the right as Siniſtra means the 


left and 

The Cx v, who had, 58 forcibly fenced by 
Una's voice, now again roſe up in an univerſal 
tumult, and declared, that if they muſt learn 
new languages to underſtand her meaning, they 

were determined to hear no more. They would 
not be her butts, in order for her to puff off her 
<> learning, and to treat them with contempt. 


PokrIA. There is nothing that I would fay 
on this ſubject, for which the leaſt degree 'of 
learning is neceſſary, For example, Milton ſays, 
that the Meſſiah conquered his enemies with his 
BETTER hand. Surely if I aſked any learned 


friend, 'why Milton ſays the better hand? and he 


ſhould tell me, it was an expreſſion borrowed 
from the Latin authors who made the ſame word 
ſometimes (as when applied to omens) ſtand for 


good, better, &c. and ſometimes for the hand, 
which we call by the name of the right hand, I 


might without any farther learning underſtand 
Milton's meaning: and what is there in this, O 


ye Cx v, that you might not all know a as + well As 
myſelf? 


At the i image that Portia Vows no more chan | 
themſelves, the Cx V began to drop their furious 


looks, and the turba within them to abate ſome- 
thing of their ſtings. 

Porr. Learning is not only unnebe Ry 
in order to uſe the word dextra in the ſenſe I 
ſpeak of it, but, on further conſideration, it may 


per 1 5 appear, that there is ney ſo very new 
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or uncommon in this matiner of expreion as was 
at firſt imagined: 

I believe it will be Fond, that nothing: more 
certainly fixes the true meaning of a word than 
examining its oppoſite or reverſe. Now the word 
in oppoſition to dexter is ſiniſter; and if we only 
reſlect on what daily: paſſes in common conver- 


fſation, we ſhall ſee that we have all naturalized 
the word finiſter, and made it alſo applicable to 


the workings of the mind. What ears amongſt 


us have not been aecuſtomed to che Warts: un- 


ilter views, ſiniſter deſigns, &c ? 85 
The Cxy now ſhouted with applanſo- [miſts 

ake me not, reader, nor accuſe me of reprefent- 

ing an unnatural fact] for it was with ſelf-ap- 


plauſe, on the diſeovery that Portia had not, nor 


eould fay any thing, which was not familiar to 
their apprehenſions. With one united voice they 


declared, that they had been accuſtomed to her 
expreſſions all their lives. In a tone much foſter 


than uſual, they ſaid, We agree. with you, 
_ 2 obe that there is nothing extraordinary in 

your application of dexter and ſiniſter; you 
„ do but talk the language . even 0 chil- 
ut dren and. the vulgar )) 


Portia knew 3 rg 5 a Gneled feagus? of 


He which could not hold long; but taking the 


e of this temporary calm, the. thus 


Pon rrA. The word dexter i is not leſs natiz- 
ices than ſiniſter ; for nothing is more com- 
mon thanto ſay, a man is poſſeſſod of dexterity, 
and that he his dextrous in all the exerciſes of 


riding, fencing, or the like: and amongſt prize 
fighters, it is a frequent phraſe to we Achat 
f 255 r was . given.” bt 


2 


: 5 3 wy : x 4 = ; > 5 
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83 


moſt vulgar. of the people uſe this ſort of lan- 


_ guage. There is nothing in what you have ſpoke | 


beyond the meaneſt comprehenſion. _ 


Porr. Hitherto indeed the words dextrous, 
dextrouſly, dexterity, have, in the 'Engliſh lan- 
guage, been applied only to the activity of the 
body. But this I believe doth not ariſe from the 


impropriety of applying them to the mind, but 
rather from our greater aptneſs to adapt proper 
terms expreſſive of outward objects than of the 


objects of mental view. If a man, in the ma- 


nufacture of weaving, was to emply his fingers 


in diſentangling a heap of confuſed threads or 
ſtrings of any kind, that were got together, and 


thould be fo lucky as to compleat his deſign, we 
ſhould ſay, that he had dextrouſly unravelled the 
intricate knot, and claſſed every thread in its 


proper order, ſo as to enable him to go on with 
his work. Should any perſon, willing to un- 


ravel the intricate mazes of the human mind, ſo 


divide and diſtinguiſh one paſſion from the other, 


as to range them each in its proper claſs, might 


we not ſay, that ſuch a man had dextrouſſy ſepa- 


rated truth from error? 
PonxrIA. Since in the relation of my ſtory 
(aſpecially as Una condeſcends to be one of my 
audience) I would wiſh that my hearers ſhould 
be truly acquainted with the minds of thoſe per- 
ſons, of whom I ſhall be obliged often to make 
mention: all the indulgence I afk is, to be ſu- 

fered to tranſlate the word DpEXTRA into the 


Una ſmiled; and the Cx v began to look | 


mind, and that I may uſe it to expreſs mental 
EE iow „„ vigour . 


f ; 
True, Portia, (faid the Cx v) we are all una- 
nimous in our opinions, that the very loweſt and 
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vigour and wiſdom with the ſame freedom as 


sINIS TER is uſed to expreſs mental weakneſs, or 
that my mimic nal true Woes: ing 


cunning. | 

The Cor: Wa now to 8 into their uſual 
alarm; for they dreaded what uſe Portia might 
make of their late conceſſions; but, collecting 
themſelves into a heap, they fixed their heavy eyes, 
as if buſied in profound contemplation, and for the 


preſent only choruſſed nens into a e 


univerſal hum. 


| PoxTi1a, When we perceive with n 
any thing whatever to be in the mind of one 


human creature, we may, I believe, upon a due 


ſerutiny, diſcover its reverſe in the mind of ſome 
other. If this be true, and if it is allowed that 


the word s INISTER can be ever properly applied 
to any human mind, then may the word DEI ER 
de with as great propriety applied to ſome other. 
I think I know ſeveral characters to which the 
two different words are equally applicable; and 
to bring my hearers acquainted with thoſe cha- 


raters, I know not of any method more ad- 


_ equate than this, of naturalizing the word DEx- 
bn into the mental language. 


In all language converſant An tba human 


mind, we are under a neceflity of adopting me- 
; taphors taken from outward objects. I cannot 
recollect one yet made uſe of more fit in all points 
to expreſs the perfection of the exerciſe of the 
mental qualities, than what I now beg leave to 
introduce; and ſo far am I from wanting to 
make learning neceſſary to the underſtanding it, 
that its eaſineſs to be comprehended by the moſt 


illterate, if they have n no e views in its ex- 


cluſion, | 


8 Ti % 
duſi ion, made me propoſe it, and gave me, I on: 
ſome pleaſure i in-its adoption. FT 


I have fully conſidered it in various! lights; and | 


have found great amuſement in obſerving how 


thoroughly the analogy between'a man dextrous ; 


in body holds in almoſt every inſtanſe. 
The man, who with his right hand (or in- 


deed; with either hand that by habit is the moſt . 


dextrous) endeavours to help and aſſiſt another, 
exerts his whole ſtrength, and is generally enabled 


to compaſs his friendly deſign; or if a blow is 
neceſſary to be given, the dextrous hand hits the 


intended mark, and gives juſt the force deſigned; 


whereas a blow. given through paſſion, with the 


aukwardneſs of a weak-handed ſtroke, may 
beat out an eye, flatten a noſe, or indeed aim- 
ing at an enemy may ſometimes hit a friend. 


The mind fraught with the DEXTRA hath the 
due uſe of all its faculties; it keeps a ſteady pace, 
is ready and able to aſſiſt its friends, and if it is 


neceſſary for ſelf-defence, or quelling the inſo- 

lence of malice, its wit ſtrikes properly, and 

with judgment; nor ever blindly frantic doth it 
deal about its blows without diſtinction. 

The mind miſled by the s1N1sTxa is the em- 
blem of weakneſs, it is unable to aſſiſt others, or 
direR itſelf ; yet does it boaſt, that from the ex- 
erciſe of ſhuMing cunning it is in poſſeſſion 


of the DEXTRA: and in this moſt truly doth it 


follow the practice of thoſe jugglers, who by 
ſhuffling contrivances, and all fort of indirect 
methods, impoſe upon our ſenſes, and yet honour 


their paltry juggling with the name of £ true dex- | 


terity of hand, 


The Cry Kat drawn themſelves into a fad 


dilemma. from their acknowledging that they 


could 
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| n eaſily anderfiand Portia's meaning; They 
hardly knew how ſo ſoon to reſume their affected 


ignorance,” and continued to lay their heads cloſe 


together, tohum and groan, as if ney” had 8 
under ſome very great affliction. 

Portia, to relieve them from their Prelent un · 
eaſineſs, quitted the ſubject which ſeemed to 
= them Ws: and thus wont on WW her 

ry. 1 fi. 
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TY acquaintance 1 with Melantha, "the young 


lady whom I at firſt mentioned to have 
introduced me to Nicanor's family, began from 
an intimacy which ſubſiſted between my mother 
and an aunt of hers, by whom ſhe was brought 


up to London a few months before I was deprived 


of the bleſſing and protection of the beſt of pa- 
rents. Nor was it Jong before death bereft Me- ä 


lantha alſo of her affectionate aunt. 


I had from my own inclination, as well as A | 
ſenſe, of my duty, ſubmitted - with great cheer-. 


fulneſs to the exceffive retired: way of life which 
was my mother's choice, and had therefore con · 
tracted very few acquaintance. 


Melantha on becoming her own 1 an * : 
being in poſſeſſion of all her aunt's effects, which 


were very conſiderable, entered into a more gay 


manner of living, whilſt I continued, as much ag 


poſſible to keep myſelf. out of thoſe hurries, 
called pleaſures and diverfions, which to me, for 


the moſt Ne. e e as fo, n methods 
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8 
of intoxicating our ſenſes, and ſquandering awa 
what by moſt wiſe men has been termed the 
_ greateſt treaſure of our lives, namely, our time. 
_ There is not, I believe, a greater let to know- 
ledge than the living what Icalla look-there life; 


for whilſt the eyes are thus corititually engaged 


by outward objects, how ſhould we find any 
leiſure for looking within? 
Mighty ſententious, indeed! ſaid the Cx v, 
a a ſort of contemptuous toſs of all their 
heads. „„ | 
__ PorT1A.. Melantha ball what is called an 
exceeding handſome face: her complexion was 
clear, although not of the whiteſt grain, her 
features were extreamly tegular; her eyes were 
very much admired, being ſhining, large, and 
black; yet, when any thing ruffled or diſcom- 
poſed her temper, they ſhot forth ſuch à fieree- 
neſo and malignity, they were covered witty 
ſuch lowering brows, and every feature ſuffered 
ſuch diſtortions, as rendered all her beauty little 
leſs than deformity. She was tall and thin, yet 
was but ill made and aukward in her perſon; and 
from having been bred intirely in the country, 
ſhe wanted that gentility, which had it been'add- 
ed to the beauty of her face would have entitled 
her to public admiration: © She had the natural 
flow- of ſpirits, which youth, and a competent 
ſhare of beauty, joined to an independent for- 


tune, ſeldom fails to give. This, with but a 


very moderate ſhare of underſtanding, made her 
no unpleaſing companion; and the great fondneſs 
which ſhe either had, or expreſſed to have for 
me, kept het To much upon her guard in her be- 
Haviour! that I ſeldom ſaw hel in the leaſt out of 
temper; and thus ſhe it a manner Torctbly' for 
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formed ſtate; ju 


con Ar Ae, two yeats, when 7 
importunity, and much againſt my will NY | 
loved not making'tew aequairitarice) the intro- 
duced me. to Cordelia. 0 iini ni us 
The cat in the fable, nich by "the" veung 


W prayers was turned into a woman, and 7 
who onthe ſight of a mouſe; fotgetting her tranf : 
mped out ef bed) earneſt to fol- 


low her uſual divetſion, could not mere 
purſue her deſtined prey; than I Have put ſued ar 
human creature, who: would: vive me feave t 


wy 


encrgize m y favourite affecens. ed of 75 
bat tage 


To e the fable, Im ay y, 
with ſuch 4 as wy mole; 1640 is my food; 


I cannot live without it. Whoever, therefote; 
of my acquaintance will Tuffer me to have the 
beſt opinion of them, muſt obtain ſome ſhare of 
my affections: but if the object be not fully ade? 5 
quate to the p purpoſe; my heart is but bately\kept 
alive, and is n 4 OE do meagre eee 
conditionn. e ee 
Such was my Steatlos with eg 66 Mela 


tha. As 1 aeliche both in read ing and ſociety; 

deal with my. living nequaintaries as I do a 
authors: Mes are ſome beeks whoſe proper ha- 
bitation is a window; in ofder chat they may lie 
ready at hand to einploy à leiſure minute, 
which we can lay down without'regret''on 
entrance of the moſt trifling viſitors, and can eaſily” 
bear the LvForr a wages of eren a thundering . 
at the door Te NE N 

Portia's putting in the + FOOD? gave 
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experienced a n. beat of heart on every ſack* 
Vo. I. 8 | thundering 
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thundering rap: for they conſidered: that in pro- 
portion to the number of thoſe raps, they ſhould 
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Fonz ig, H I was an heathen poet, and had 


an inclination to indulge a little whim, I would 
guards againſt ſome celeſtial door whenever Juno 
went a viſiting. I could imagine alſo, that Pallas 
and Venus drew up repeated petitions to the fa- 
ther of the gods, in order to prevail with him to 
grant them the ſame priyileges; but that June 
_ elaims ſuch a diſtinction as an honour due only 
to herſelf, being both wife and ſiſter to Jupiter, 
and the acknowledged queen of heaven. I fancy 
if the invention was but managed by as able 
hands, that the three goddeſſes might make as 
entertaining a quarrel about this thundering rap, 
as about the famous apple decreed by Paris to the 
% 
Ihe goddeſs of wiſdom would certainly make 
a rather leſs ridiculous figure in this contention, 


; +3. 
F "oy" n 
* + * F ! Ss 4 2 y 


than where ſhe expects the preference ta be given 
to her before the | goddeſs: of beauty, and yet 


| knows that a man is to be the umpire. _ 


But to deſcend from the ſky, I | 
We race Joh that one of the greateſt 


eaſy ſound. of the faſces, and the rattle at the 
door before the arrival of her ſiſter, whoſe huſ- 


band vas then conſul. So grating was this noiſe | 
of diſtinction, which belonged No to the con- 


-% 


ſulſhip, in the ears of this good woman, when 
W the equipage of any other lady but 
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i, pay 


+ ta tho, cold; not V. in fear fü r 


be eſteemed of conſequence in their own neigh- | 


evolutions in the Roman empire was cauſed by 
a plebeian's wife not being able to bear the un- 


* 9 n nM 


, 


— 


G nee” 4.4 


FFI x 0.0 WW. 5 6 wo 8 


would tuff r any. one 81 
take It à good cult che 7 ying that. you had 


+ 


ti: . ah 10 2205 to Ge mutiny in 

the ſtate, and to inſiſt on it that the plebeians 

jy have a chance of the honour of the con- 
as well as the patricians. 

7 0 . Imiled benignant at Por fals whimſicdl | 

00 


'of the fancy y are ptoofs of à Joyous heart, and a 


mind unincumbered by the heavy load of malice; 
| for . is inoffenſive . be uncenſured oy 


"Be with far other eyes a the 2 any 

igen flig he of the. imagination, 

ſo fallen. The ey turned and twiſted this 

'trifling fancy of Portia's into ten thouſand! vari- 

ous forms, and extorted from it matter of tbe 

Higheſt offence. They declared that ſhe had 

treated the 72 55 and goddeſſes too lightly ; ; for 
s to them a deep ſtudy 3 that, 


the'Pinthes 


10 4 poctical af ionary, made indeed the chief 


art of fome' of their libraries. * Ws 4 -[-; _heathen | 
We 1 they looked upon as a fort of bible, 
d have been more aſhamed of their ig- 

2 in it than i in any part of the old tefta- 


e uc 10 Gs wa the Heer 7 Abri, 


and woul 


or wheth Natha Was a Han ce prophet, they 
ff. and would 


not looked into the ſtory Ae you came from 


Tchobl: but if any perſon” had forgot who was 


the father of Ju * ſhould a in the prd- 


La office' of 'Mereut), 'or ſhould talk of, the fine 
caſed to re. 
2 as blind; 1 all their ſneers, and attempted. 
Ns, which * ap e at hand 5 . 


es of Cupid, whom. fiction Bas ple 


A Not that ſhe thought 1 it any ſubject for 
admirgtion,: but becauſe ſuch telling indulgences 


e it ever 
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"Ing, they extracted 
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k 1 Lo incident our. © i the R onfan 


26 fatire? v | 


than to be thus Epe e abo 


T would 881 haye ; 1 goned It. 


0055 J. 


bac OT TORY would, be 2275 forth, *gaink ſuch 
norant blunderer, 1 | 
fle ſort of knowledge the Ne 8 


ceſfary towards "dining iy notions on, 


therefore. i 18 i of t utmio CO e 9 
Chief & purpo ſe of 7 91 0 e 10 
by 700 their, 6 enſy 10 br 


Al er they nag.cxpre 
| tia 1a for rang ts Jl Vol 5 hig ef Hear 
rom her word 8. a qua ab 4 


declaration, that The. thought.; her. 

a poetical genius to Ovid, or even 1 5 
. They: accuſed, her alſo. o 
n_ boaſt ſting « of 1882 e Ne 


| ity 


FF tp 
9 5 


Theſe were, the outwarc dq accuſatis 
which the CR x thought, e to charge 7 
but if they would have oke plainlys and con- 


feſſed the real ns if her. fancy, they myſt 


have ſaid, ** * Where i: the galling Ring of. painted 
here is the A ine n lie be ? 
Where js. the opports 


«< {elves aloft into the. Falighefal, regiqns o 


co A 
© tempt, at the Wes to ſome othe hers of | = 


ce and mortification ??? Neceſſary. i ingredients 2 
in every ſtory, in every flight of imagination 


| calculated to fill the PAN Vat any. eee 


ree of plea ure. 9 50 Nel 8 
K PoR £ Ay . . IS you, G year, 
to have wor friendly regard, 180. 90 de pers 


trifling bin 1 think not wor 
e and 1 25 ry 9 5 


guld not, ja 5 de ves, 0 
a 12 bout 


OL SAL ho 


bog 41 


ae 15 wid. WE 


a e 


tunit; for mate ef gur- 


T7 TY LE. 
Huey can give you any ſort of pleafure, you 5 
are heartily welcome ſtill to chaſe it till you are 
as tired of it as Tam myſelf already, But I pray 
von now de only .o Kind to yourſe bed, as not _— | 
All your minds 10 fruitleſs diſpleafure. 8955 
This cateleſſneſs of Portia's about her o-wr 
fancies, or their denſures of them, enraged” the 
Cry to the higheſt degree of anger. The 
UR BA rouſed and rolled about their ſtings in 
their unhappy boſoms, and ſwelled them i into the 
moſt tamultuous' "forms, at the fearful a rehen- 
ſion that there was no real cauſe for their dif- 
pleaſute; which 975 n more than, as Shake 
1 ſays of j eah ouſy, a monſter born upon itſelf. 
As it is the 555 Aeritie of minds inhabited by 
the Tux nA to be continually laying plots and 
ratagems, which tend to no other effect than 
teazing and tor enting themſelves; the Cx 
| 9225 ing their heads cloſe together) were now in 
1 bn fiſſgtten by What meanz they fhould 
| 15 abuſe thethen preſent object of their hatred: 
Z  whilft Portia, according to the conſtant cuſtom 
| of thaſe whoſe minds are filled by the EXTRA, 
L amufed' herſelf with her own, inriocent lageles; 
| and, taking the advantage of the CAHv's inatten- 
| tion, ſhe thus addreſſed ber generous protefreſs, 
Whoſe ears are eber open to hear with. .Candor gan 
. to judge without partiality or ptejudice. 5 
oRTIA. The indulgence, O Una, that you 
kindly give to my unreſerved manner of expreſſ- 
ing my thoughts on all occaſions, emboldens me 
x Ut er another of my whims, which came into 
p head on the Car's bigh admiration of all 
| $0 ben Jea! 720 5 
"Sigh ole” Tak, ot any pagan worſlipper 
| of mary gods, was on the account given him of 
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the Chriſtian religion by an Engliſhman, to be 
ſo far inclined to be converted as to take a journey. 
into England, on purpoſe to enquire fully into its 
doctrines; it would not be unnatural on ſuch an 


occaſion for him to be particularly inquiſitive into 
the manner in which we educate gur youth ; for 
in their inſtruction he would reaſonably expect 
to learn the grounds and ſubſtance of the national 
religion. But in his viſits to our great and pubs. 


lie ſchools, would it be poſſible for him to avoid, 
reflecting on the want of veracity in his friend, 


who told him that the Chriſtians worſhipped but. 


one Cod? would be not be apt to thik that the, 


Garhans ho eee 
bearing different names? | 


w 


thin fuch - Enowledge. | 


Þ 
2 


PF 


t 


gods, to which, it would be held impious in me, 


ames? for one he would think 
was worſhipped under the name of Homer, an- 
other of Virgil, and another, who had no ſmall.. 
number of votaries, was called by, the name of, 
| Horace, On his return. home, he would un⸗) 
- doubtedly joform his countrymen, that the do- 
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 Arines of theſe deities, and their religious rites, 
were ſo heard to be learnt, that the Engliſh youth _ 
were forced toundergoe a very rigorous diſcipline, 
eyen to the loſs of blood, before, they could at- 
Would it be poſſible to 

make this pagan. believe that Homer, Virgil, &c. 
were only the names of certain men, who wrote, 


n 


that the ;nftruQors of our youth are chemſelves 


generally the prieſts of our religion; vrould not 
ey intended convert be apt to cry out, 


« Riten en & non exedendum mihi? 


Not one word of what Portia had PO I 
faying was heard by the CRT; 3 but finding, from 
all their different propoſals amongſt each other of 


contradicting and cavilling againſt her words, that 


this was not ſo proper a time as they hoped might 


hereafter offer for inſulting her, they renewed 


their uſual kind of attention; and called on her 
to go on with her acebdunt of Melantha. For 


the Cxx are as penetrating as the great politician 


in the Rehearſal}: they are very apt to know 
vihen they ſpy a brother, and were therefore in 
hopes of receiving. 1 e from the 97 7 
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— 7 77 1 was introduced into the family 
of, Nicanor, Melantha was to me (like one 


. neee before · mentioned) ab a Ser "a 
Meant of the window : and, although. 1 


quently converſed with her, yet was not any = 
terruption much uneaſineſs. But, when I be- 
came intimate in Nicanor's family, that is, from 
the moment I could with any propriety ſay they 
were of my acquaintance, I found every inter- 
ruption painful. As in the reading any of the 


beſt authors, ſuch as Milton, Shakeſpear, &c. 


We for . for the time, that there were any 
other 


ooks in the world; ; we are abſorbed in 


the delight which they give us, and are com- 
pleatly ſatisfied: ſo when I was converſant in 


the family of Nicanor, I, for the time, forgot 
every other object, my mind was fully employed, 
and perfectly gratified. 


I o meet with converſation in which I could, 
without any painful 8. Abe open my hole 
heätt; And Where, 1 0 be underſtood, and 


not 


2011 E 216.0 | 


DO nee 


dot INE my words eee and tortined 8 
into meanings I never thought of, hath been the 


chief purſuit of my life. Vet hire J been gene- 
_ rally" cenſured for à blameable reſerve; but 1 
verily velieve; chat an apparent referve is very 
ofte the effect of a natural epenneſs of temper. 
Ie Ce r Were now ſo ceftain that Portia 
had uttered a paradoxical abſurdity, that they 
were in the very height of their good humour 
and merriment ; whilſt Una looked a little fear- 
ful in what manner F. Portia would prove” her af- 
ſertionn. 
FPörtid, perceiving ff bon, Uns ocks what plan 8 
ed wickin her 'hoſoth,” haft t relieve her 
friendly anxiety. „ 
Po TIA. The man whoſe diſpo fition is na- 
tutally reſerved and Twſpictous can play the pe 
of oßenneſs Juſt” to the pitch he Ehufes, and al. 
ways fetains à power of cmi back into him 
ſelf, ' Wherever be imagine His inrereſt requires 
it. He, withdut difficulty, can throw oft the 
bort6wed robe with which he cloathed himſelf 
for a feaſon; whereas, the man of à free and 
unreſerved diſpoſition" muſt keep a watehfal 
guard over the natüral bent f His temper; he 
muſt; in moſt company, be greatly Teſerved; 
otherwiſe, having. once in the lea flackened 
the"rein, and Sven a lobſe to Nis Higheſt plea- 
pn he cannot help imagining himſelf ſurround- 
ed by friends; and therefore” he thinks aloud; 


1 wantons in the feeds ef an unlimited Lo 


confiderice. But, as experience in time teaches 
4 danger of fuch 2 a freedbm of ſpeech, the 
achearted man is obliged to weaf the borrows 
robe f reſerve ; for he eandot chrow it, off 
by talyes, nor rin dd off his heavy toad 
e K 5 without 


hd 
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delighted with its practice. 


fa 
5 without ſuffering his natural/ ſkin 8 to 
appear naked and unguarded againſt the ſharp 
ſtings of ſpite and malice, I cannot take any 
delight, nor ſpeak with the. leaſt freedom in 
company, where rangour. ddr impfety, 
or proſſigacy, are continually breaking farth ; 


nor doth it, in my opinion, make any t 


ſential difference, whether ſuch diſcourſes are ſup- 


ported by wit, or admired only for their own 
natural. beauties. I am inqeed moſt grieved 


when wit is ſo; baſely employed, becauſe-it hath 
| more chance of doing miſchief. Hurtful rid: 


eule is | hateful; to my hearing, and I: eſteem 
thoſe alone the trueſt objects of it, who are moſt 


ſerved where mifchievous fallacy is the ſandy 
Foundation: on which. the whole converſation. is 


| Þuilt?. l intereourſes, are to me ſo many real 


tragedies. 
a fee of human creatures 1c aſſemble. together; 


What can be more tragical than. for 
under the pretence of . friendſhip. and gopy-fel- 


' lowlhipy in order only to take eyery, opportunity 


of flyly: hurting, and bringing one another to 


| ſhame?, For ſuch muſt, be the principal aim of 
ridicule, 


under Whatever F of, mirthy, hu- 
mour, & 6. it map fend deavgur.$0chide its biting 


h Ag 0, H aol 19 „ ee ie 1 


gr. choppi ridicule... is. ee e 7 1 
bereave them of. that. ſuppoxt to their. conyerſa- 
tion, and vou would almoſt take from. them the 


uſe of, ſpeech. Loudly therefore did they vosi - 


ferate in praiſe of this their. beſt friend, and, 


aving 


p . 0 


ho can be unte- 


Vith | an e dme, acouſed Tops, of 
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Rig a n bes to all mir mirth and good- _ 


E. 


Po TTA. Mie et weird 150 Seal Egod- 


gumour are tlie joy and delight of my foul 5; 1 
ſuch mirth I mean as EEC by N in bir 


Tears of the Muſes, 


<Y 1 a 17 5 0 OS 


een ankurtful Fort,” ; 
5 Delight and kuglrer deck di in. ſeemly 1 art. = 


But never 110 they to Ye found-in thoſe tragic 
ſcenes I have already mentioned. Another pro- 
perty of which is, that altho? the time of tfleir 
action is ſeldom more than three or four hours, 
their conſequences often go through the lives of 
the actors. They pretend indeed, like Laertes 


in Hamlet, to play only in jeſt, and carouſe in 
flowing bowls over their contention; yet ate 
their foils, like his, generally touched: with poi“ 


ſon; and the moſt inveterate and laſting enmi- 

ties follow every ſtroke. Inexorable hatred hath,, - 

I believe, oftener ariſen from a biting, taunting: 
„ than from any other cauſe whatever: An- 


Je 
other part of theſe delightful tragedies is, the con- 


tinual loud din of the kettle-drums and trum 
pets; not beat at the diſtance of the ſtage; bur 
ſounding cloſe in your. ear; I mean th noiſe: - 
and clamor which is raiſed on every freſh ima- 
ginary jeſt: for noiſe and'clamor are the conſtant ; 


attendants” on fallacy, and are indeed the very 


beſt" invention to prevent the appearance: off 


truth. In ſuch a ſet of company, where: noiſe: 


is miſtaken for mirth; and where' the chief lea N 
ſure propoſed ſeems to be like that of lady Betty 


Modiſh, to take off, and dt ive the plicet* ſmile: 
from: 5 coantenanee: Who that delights in 
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- FANG ſmiles can * any y.joy,. or ever he unre- | 
ſerved! Oliver, indeed, often hath cenſured me 
for thus cloſing. up my heart, and hath called it 


* 


2 e of mind, and a proud vol 
of others. 
And very rightly he thi It fo, ſaid the Car, 


| with univerſal conſent. _ | 
Pokern; But i tknow that whenever. m my 
heart i is thus cloſed up, it is the fault of my com- 


pany, and not owing to my own diſpoſition. 


It: Ferdinand, let Cordelia be ikedo dl if I Was 


er reſerved in their company. Trap 


85 reat Tek the j oy of the Cx Y on i bay e ; 


di 1 that Portia's openneſs. to Ferdinand 


and Cord lia was owing intirely to the opinion 

5 a had wy their d and = ſhe 
Had therefore by implication confeſſed what ſhe 

1 ad ſo often denied, namely, that want of ga 

Seit in en Te: to her an objec: 5 . 
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Hin 7 5 it, or my e foals: ont | 
if there is any F in me, the want of 


What we, Common y: gall parts; or underſtanding, 


Wyuld never ſet it in motion: and I think I 
could 


tempt. , p11 
5 hh I u Kue, I Laie ar opinion of 


r oy icy 2 ww mw ow 
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could honeſtly lay my han upon my heart, * 


without the leaſt equiyocation or mental reſerve, 


boldly aſſert, that, during the courfe of my 
whole life, I never. once endeavoured to raiſe the 


leaſt degree of uneaſineſs in any one individual, of 


— human rage, by the exertion of an igen 
periority ,of underſtanding. „„ 


I have always received the utmoſt pleaſure in : 


Dae theſe lines of the poet, 
Parts | may be piais'd, go t is adortd, | t 
Then draw: your wit as ſeld OM, as your ſworc 3: bas 
_ never. ewe, I il ne 


* Ye is „ = Sy * — 14 1 8 2 
As Ro olih aw 81 11 n K 2411 10 f 


The Cr now vail two-- very coherent. 
_ diſcoveries>——The firſt was, that Portia did not 
exert this ſuperiotity, hetauſe ſhe was not poſ« 


ſeſſed of it.; —and the ſerond iWAexcithat He did 


_ exert itevery momeht df her lifes;! F420 S107 15m 
_ -:PORTIA..: Every: degree of Anderſtandingg 


made an ill 3 ms (if any thing is 


ſo) the juſteſt object of contempt; it enables a 


man to find out more ſhifts and evaſions to up- 
port falſehood, and conſequently decome 
higheſt inſtrument of miſchief. But, e ſuch 
capacities are made uſe of innocently for amuſe-- 
ment, I think them exceedingly; agreeable ; I 
love the poſſeſſors of them the better for makihg 
a right uſe of them. Fot, as I think no ſubject 
too grave, provideld for RAE ve do not fead 
pr; ſo I eſteem no ſuhject too trifling, when 
it is treated with good-humour and pleaſintry. 
Such converſations ſhould: be conſidered ns the 
playrthings of maturity: and it is with great 
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kratties TY "marbles. ' But, when wit and 62 | 
partee are looked on as matters of importance, 
and the ſerious buſineſs of a perſon's life; when 
men exert their capacities to make ſharp the ar- 
- rows of malice, or to throw into ridicule things 
facred, and which ought to be reverenced, 1 
always think that it is pity the rod mould be left 
off with the marbles, and that playful idleneſs 
ſhould be whipt, whilſt malicious tongues throw 
forth their venom with impunity. It is malice N 
alone that is the objecx ef my averſion ; and, 
whenever T ſee rancorous malice ſhewing its 
odious face, I cannot help flying with horror ” 
from the company where it is cheriſhed, and. ( 
booking with pleaſare into my on boſom, which 
E aſſiduouſſy guard from the entrance of ſuch a F 
_ gueſt: Thither when Tretire from either peeviſh 9 
croſinefs or malicious inventions, I am ſure to 7; 
meet the delight of my ſoul, good - humour and 1 
pleaſantry. With Ferdinand alſo, and my Cor- 5 
delia, my mind can be all] joy and freedom ꝶᷣ the .. 
conſtant harmony and good humour ſubſiſting 
between them freed me from the difagreeable 
apprehenſions which attend me in many fami- 
lies, where we are in dread that, every moment 
of time, every ſentence that is uttered will tear 
open ſome wound that is but lately healed, and 
will produce freſh matter on which: to ground 5 
freſh quarrels. When Lhear theſe pointed ſtrokes: | 
of the ſharpeſt ſatire, when I ſee them accom-! 
panied by the proper ſignificant looks and geſ-- 
tures. to fix down at whom they are meant, 
when ſuch hints are thrown. about; till the in- 
ward anger, no longer able to be contained, 
burſts forth into an open contention; 1 mw. 
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HE freedom and j joy I have b on 
meeting with ſuch companions as Ferdi- 
nand and his ſiſter, (nay as Nicanor alſo, when 
Oliver had not artfully filled his mind with fome 
dark ſuſpicions concerning his amiable twins) is 
one of the moſt pleaſing reflexions I can bring 
into my mind: for the higheſt delight in con- 
verſation to me is, where I may fearleſly expreſs 
my thoughts, and be even indulged in all the 
luxury of talking nonſenſe with impunity. _ 
The Cx x burſt into a loud fit of laughter on 
Portia's making uſe of the word 1MPUNITY. 
They declared that they never yet had heard of 
any act of parliament againſt talking nonſenſe, 
They preſumed that thoſe people who were ſo 
I. ow, fo. fooliſh, as to delight in nonſenſical 
x; converftion, might, with the greateſt i impunity, 
follow the bent of their own filly inclinations. 
It would be hard indeed, they faid, to rob idiots 
of this privilege ; for it could not be ſuppoſed that 
one would talk nonſenſe who Was capable of 
OTA any _ 1 
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At this inſtant were the teeth of the whole 


xv again viſible to every beholder; for even 


the formal forgot to retain their ſolemnity of 


face on this occaſion; ſo watinly were they all 


engaged in the loud and rupturous laugh; and ſo 


brimful of contempt with Portia's confeſſion, that 
ſhe loved to talk nonſenſq . 
_ PoxrrTIA. How unfortunate are you, O ye 
Cry, in proving continually by your practice 
the truth of my obſervations, whilſt in words 


S832» N 
43. FISTS + 2+ 


hou are-endeavouring: with all your utmoſt art 


and eloquence to contradict me] You now, by 
the moſt inronteſtable evidenee, confirm my opi- 
nion, and eviricez*that'ulthough' there is no act 


of parliament againſt it; yet, in your company, 


there is an act of criticifm againſt the pleaſure of 
talking ſuch nonſenſe as I would plead for the in- 
dulgence of. I meu a liberty of uttering every 


innocent riſing thought, and of not being at the : 


trouble, according to the old ſaying, of taking 


out all my words to look at them. To talk 
nonſenſe agteeably is the talent of very few; 


but to allow that privilege to others; without a 
rigid examination of every ſingle word and ſen- 
tence, is rather more rare than even the other, 


and is to me a very diſtinguiſhing mark of good- 
)) CCCCCͤĩ AD: OO I © 9 


humour. . 


Mien who have but few ideas, whoſe chief joy 


is that of ſhining in converſation, and pluming 


themſelves on their own wiſdom, muſt, indeed, 


make the moſt of their ſmall ſtock; they cannot 


therefore afford to ſpend any of it in what I call 
play and diverſion: it is a richneſs of images that 


a enables A man to uſe either | of them b as plays 


things; and. it is an exuberance of good-humour 


that can delight in ſuch play. The heart muſt 
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be innocent, and have no ſiniſter plots to curry 


on, or there will be no leiſure or inclination for 


ſuch liberality of diſcourſe: there muſt be no 
jealouſies, no rivalſhip for wit, and fear of ano · 


ther's ſhining; no deſire to leſſen or degrade 
each other's faculties: for in all companies that 
are agreeable, the images muſt be ſhared as one 


common; ſtock, in the ſame manner. as in all fa- 


milies of love there is no e ny” kind 
of property. . * 


I never in the company of Ferdinand. od 


| Qocdelin heard an ohjection made to any fancy 
or conjecture on account; of its being triſfing; 
and yet none of the human race better ſhew the 
difference between a trifling conjecture and an 


important truth. It is indeed the being capable 
of clearly diſtinguiſhing between them, that en- 
ables the human mind to enjoy hoth; and I be- 


Jieve. to trifle and talk nonſenſe agreeably is al- 


moſt always accompanied with a capacity of 


talking ſeriouſly, with judgment and perſpicuity. 
And, inſtead of its being true, as you juſt now 
ſaid, that no one ever talked nonſenſe who could 


talk any thing elſe, it is a rule, I believe, with 


few exceptions, that none can talk agreeable 
nonſenſe, but thoſe who can talk every thing 
elſe. If you, O ye Cx v, will till, perſiſt in 


throwing forth terms of contempt, as if I meant 


to praiſe talking fooliſhly and- injudiciouſly,' in- 
ſtead of trifling with an innocent freedom, enjoy 
your ſneers; but ſmall is the pittanee of plea- 
jure you are contented with, whilſt you are ig- 
norant of the immenſe delight which others en- 
Joy, who can receive and communicate the plea». 
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The Cay gave but een 40 Portias 
laſt words; for the idea that her- converſation 
was nothing but nonſenſe, and that all her de- 
light was in, childiſh fooleries, had puffed up 
their. vanity..to the, higheſt. pitch of - ſelf-ſufficien- 
cy. They ſtrained all their faculties, in order to 
heir on wit and great 
talent for raillery; . they endeavoured to con- 
found Portia's meaning, and to confuſe all her 
images by affected laughs, and ſneering witti⸗ 
ciſms, and were indeed themſelves, at that in- 
ſtant, a viſible upon of the: truth of, 
Wh, IV ao i ie 


Pride, where! wit "falls, ſteps i in 50. 1 dance, 


And fills up, all the winni wie of Jeale.,: E * £ 4 


"PORTIA; L. am never anxious ks Mis 
company . J fall into chuſe to be trifling or ſe⸗. 
rioùs; I defire nothing more from my compa- 
nions than. good · humour, and a readineſs to be 
pleaſed: Wit and vivacity may produce enter- 
tainment, may be the luxury of converſation z 
but ande the neceſſary ingredients, good- nature 
and kindneſs of heart, are abſent, my ſoul is de- 
prefieds, nd I am as far from having any plea- 
ſure, be ſhould be from being ſed with painted 
food or carved luxuries. If, O ye CRr, you 
could but be prevailed on not to imagine wit 
one of the neceſſaries of life; or, baniſhing all“ 
wrath, anger, ſpite, and malevolence, would you 
content yourſelyes without the reputation of 
ſenſe, parts, underſtanding, Ge. you · might then 
become agreeable, which is in the power of every 
howny 1 ab t9 Ns and is an n 5 intreat 1. 
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fied that they were agreeable} yet would t 
not take Portia's.method'of' becoming ſo. "AH 


a only: of: arrogance and inſolene 


quotation; by. the pains they felt within, Ft. re- 


be av would: Ns Hive Hide with 
whatever was moſt vl” to have been fatis- 


was within, and anger will find its Object. Por- 


tia was therefore accuſed" by them of the bigheſt 
arrogance, and the moſt audacious inſolefice, in 
pretending not only to condemn them for not 


being agreeable, but daring to preſcribe to them 
in any thing. F 

- PORTIA. Jultiy might 1 be celifiired Het 

ice: but alſo of the 

moſt contemptible folly, was* 'capable of miking 

the leaſt reflexion on you for the want of any ac+ 

compliſhment which was not in your 'own power 


to obtain. But, it is for your ow•n ſakes that I beg 
you, O ye. Car, to be eee 
vite into your breaſts ſuch evil paſſions "as are, 
: OLIN: to Shakeſpear Witiep 


Do not in- 


in His rs Tale, 9 


nee m 18901 eſpewn TY Hicke 5 4 1 27170 17 


Z ee, thorns ntl; tale of Waſpam— 


The av, conſeious of che fois of Portia's 


folutely- bent on not confeſſing their folly n be- 
ing thus their own tormentors, with Jo e 

brows, with raiſed voices, and every technica 
mark of anger, declared: that Portia 82 to them 
the higheſt object of contempt, and that they 


- deſpiſed her from their very fouls. © 


Pon TIA. To your ſorrow, O ye fooliſh 


Cur; vod are ſo far from deſpiſing me, that you 
at this inſtant ſuffer me to be 0 "conſequence 
enough to alarm All theſe turtiultuons' paſfions in 
your-boſoms ; and the ſecret yo are'now'labour- 


ing, to conceal is, that you "are ſo uitforcuttare as 
* SY | to 


r 


S T7. 


jaſt or ds 0. the: CR v went uttered. with ſuct a 


to be filled with £; een ate for consempe;, 
depend upon it, always begins at home. I beg, 
J intreat you to be truly wiſe: endeavour to de- 
ſerve your own eſteem, and you will certainly 
have a ſufficient ſhare of it from others. Be but 
ſo prudent, ſo- ind; as ob te deſpiſe yourſelves, 
and you will Far no longer. tormented with the 
fear of being ſubje@Go-the-contempt of al 8 
acquaintance... wn) Os: e 
Fortia had ſuch a mildneſs in her countenance, - 


and generally ſuch a ſoftneſs ky her manner, as 


induced ſych-e Nane fte as; EF ele like 


the frogs in thi 


to 5 their ſovereign; 
for as they feared 7 fr pe lips any biting 
reply, they. bounteo fly be owed on her all their 
ian nenne But there always d wells in ſuch 

nſultors an abject daſtadly ſpirit, which the 
Poe jon 7 £an[cafily:;eonfound and Portia's 


bir er and meal, dignity cf ſuperior penetration, 
theEt, a thinking they heatd the idreaded 
yoigg,of, Nas: they anne and : 
nnn een heads . e owl ad Thy. 
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ELANTH(A was at this time; as 1 
thought, engaged to a young gentleman , 


Amel Demetrius; and; as Iiimagined, on the 


very brink: of (matrimony?! Br he %had dangled 


long enough after her to enable» hee? th'recoticile 


the being in love with! hifi tu the' opinion” ſhe 


| held of her on dignityi and) a8 W not at 
firſt the little wheels on which her- e 
paſſion turned, I knew not but it might be rea 


Demetrius and Oliver, the elder brother of 
Ferdinand, were profeſs'd friends, but made as 
ſtrong a contraſt as poſſible to each other. Oli- 
yer never moved a ſtep without the guidance of 


ſome prudential maxim ; whilſt Demetrius ſet 


up a hearty contempt for all rules whatever, and 


| held it the wiſeſt method to act inffrely by 


chance. He was ſo different from Oliver, who 
thought it ſhameful ever to change his opinion, 
that he gloried in being called a gay fellow, who 
faid one thing one moment, and contradicted it 


the next: he contemned, he ſaid all philoſophy ö 


* Rs 2 


; 
q 

| 
4 

, 
7 
0 
t 
, 


lass 


and wus conſtant in his admit ilon of val that 
one ſentiment contained i in the following Werkes s a 


| He who knows all that. cer. the! lea ob wie, 
Knows. only chis, chat he knows nothing yet. 


e 143 2135 * Seo 2 i} 1 415 


Oliver and Demetrius veeiprocilly called each 


oer friend, and frequently converſed together 


from a very odd reaſon, namely, this their con · 


traſt of character; for each took delight to rally 
the other. Oliver exerted the whole force of - 
. it on the levity of Demetrius, who return- 


fi 


the compliment by what he thought the moſs 
raillery on every triflin incident in life. 
1e ſickleneſs and inconſtaney of Demetrids 


was not, one would imagine, a very deſirable 


diſpoſition for a lover; yet it was this very diſ- 
poũtion which made Melantha perſuade herſelf 


that he had gained her heart“ It was rather her 


fear of loſing him, than any delight ſne took in 


his: converſation, that made her deceive": e 


and fancy that her affections were engaged; 


the loſs of 0 ee, her an infopporabe | 


misfortune. BO 10 0 


"Rabat, cha ſome evenings which : nad 


pafec with him and Melantha, behaved to me 
with ſo much particular deferenee and com lai- 
ſance, that 1 was afraid, in the wavering l his 

mind, he wanted to become 
yet I thought, that would be ſomething difficult 
for any man, for whom I had no manner of 


liking, to bring about: eſpecially too, if he had 
in his compoſition vanity IN a to dreads win 


refuſed. e i e 10-41 ; 
Tnfufferable vanity'and'arrogancs !: b eſt forth 
the Cx, unable longer to contain themſelves. 
PORTIA. 
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Pong r: This behaviour of Demetrius 


frighted Melantha moſt exceſſively; for her chief 


reaſon for forcing me into her parties with De- 
metrius was, in hopes that I ſhould be entangled 

In the, paſſion, of, love for ber -admirer, : whilſt 
ſhe might joyfully exult in the triumph of his vi- 


ſiblx giving her the preferenes, What then muſt | 
he her terror when ſhe perceived it likely that 
ſhe ſhould. ſee the picture reverſed ! that I ſhould 


be the perſon. preferred, and ſhe ſhould' be neg- 
| Iefted !: Vet, I believe it was this very fear 


which, firſt raiſed; in hen mind ſuch a ſtrange ad- 


miration of me, and -ſuch an opinion af my un- 
derſtanding, that ever afterwards agg 


edi te be my ſhadow, and to tread in all ny 


ſteps. * -!. -- 


„„ 


Ä i oebtid LH [$6 5 . „ 
As I had not the leaſt deſign nor deſire of 


rtobbing Melantha of her lover, my indifference, 


or rather diſlike ta Demetrius, became pretty 


Viſible in his eyes; and he wanted not obſerva- 
i ſo much, as: not to ſee how fruitleſs any ad- 
ireſs. from him would prove. Thus was Me- 
lantha ſoon cured of ber apprehenſions s bũt at 
the ſame time, ſhe was cured of her love. To 
think of being married to a man that I ſhould 
not chuſe for a huſpand, was dteadful to her 

. thoughts. As her vanity: therefore eould not be 
any longer gratified by the addreſſes f Deme· 
trius, the rotten foundation was ſapp'd, and 
dewn fell all her imagined affection. I per- 
ceived it falling, as plain as if it had been a viſi · 
eee Hills (muods V 
Demetrius was too careleſs to trouble him · 
ſelf much about the loſs of a miſtreſs: firſt; he 
threw forth a few common eee 
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N. e of the opinion of another, 
was, put an end to ſuch a reciprocal affection, as 
had convinced both Demetrius and Mela tha, 
that 15 moſt reaſonable thing they could do 


would be to enter into a ſolemn and irrevocable 


engagement to ſpend their whole lives together. 
A ſtrange method of marrying this! Only be- 
cauſe two. people make themſelves ae to 
ſupport each other's vanity! 

If matrimony; be really benchefal, t \ fociety, 
the cuſtom that, (below people of quality) married 
women alone are allowed any claim to place, is 
25 uſeful a piece of policy as ever was invented. 
This, I believe, hath often weighed: greatly in the 
ſcale, - when a woman hath; been ſollicited to be- 
come a e 5 and the eager deſire of Aman awd 


93 


doubt not, EY a very A e number into 
the bonds of wedlock: and how many are 
there who fancy themſelves in love. with men no 
ways ſuited-to their taſte, only from the joyful 
hope of 1. 99 60 ome en woman , by 

You, I. 1 „„ ys 


* £ 


cha y 


marrying the man vb 1 a the hath plac iced bs | 
affections! | : 
Part 'of, he Cx x brighten'd up at this. Wee 
of triumph, and viſibly ewe ener counte- 


nances, that 3 Bajazet ſays), ere! it Fn. 
thought. 


Pont rA. Let every fault or '*olly' of w 
women, actuated by any of ee are 
guilty, is by a too generous conſent dener 
thrown on poor love. 5 Ne 

| What crime, my dear Love, hie you chin 
mitted againſt mankind, that y ou! are 19 9 
loaded with ſuch anche el abuſe! Why are 
you falſely accuſed of deing the Promote of 
every prepoſterous match, the inlet to intrigue, 
the procurer to all manner of debauchery | Why 
are you called a miſchief- maker, and the blow- 
. coal of all quarrels between lovers! the ſtirrer of 
| thoſe Jealouſies and feuds which' are the deſtrue- 
tion of all harmony and peace in married fami-, 
lies Tn ſhort, why are ſuch' numberleſs and 
heavy charges daily brought againſt you, when, 
in my opinion, nothing in mathematics is more 
clearly demonſtrable than that you are abſolute- 
ly innocent of them all!! Why do mankind ſhut 
you out of their doors, obſtinately barricade'all 
their windows, and not ſuffer you ſo much as to 
peep into their houſes, yet at the ſame time 
cheriſh and embrace all your counterfeit ſha- 
dows, and ſwear alfo that they give you the up- 
| permoſt ſeat in their boſoms ? pn? | 
The Car were now in a perplexity not un- 
common to them. They were angry that Por- 
tia ſhould dare to exculpate Love from the 
crimes with which they thought proper to charge 
. But, as their brieß were not ready a 
| ban 
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hand to make 15 the FR they flew to 2 
refuge, which, in any great extremity, always 
ſtood them in ſtead. They fixed their thoughts 
on the peculiarity of Portia's manner of expreſſ- 
ing her ſentiments of the paſſion of love, by ſuch 
a ſudden addreſs to love itſelf. Then all at once, 

as if ſeized with horror, looking at Portia with 

a kind of compaſſion, they ſhook their heads, 
and cried out, ES PRA NENY MAD, IN- 

| DEED |— 
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Theſe, when their utmoſt venom they would ſoit „ 
Ms 2. e tell e 8 Tou re a wir. 


korn. Un. Tus One: 


PORTIA. 


LTH oO, I think, I have with truth de- 
clared that it would be difficult for an 
man, if I do not like him, to profeſs himſelf my 


lover, eſpecially if he looks with dread on being | 


refuſed ; yet I had not been very long acquaint- 


ed in Nicanor's family, before Oliver (whom, if 


I know my own heart, I diſliked the moſt of all 
* kind) in ſome meaſure brought ths 
about. | 


No one could have been more e piqued at a re- 


. fuſal than Oliver; but his vanity lifted him ſo 


high, that he never admitted into his e 7 


the poſſibility of ſuch a misfortune. 
Oliver was generally called a handſome man; 
and he had indeed as much title to beauty as a 


good complexion and 4 regular ſet of features 
could give him: but there was ſomething ſo ly 


and wicked in the look of his eyes, that it was 
impoſſible to meet them with any pleaſure 3 nor 


in my opinion can the neſt ſet of teeth, or the 


beſt 


GEE Hi Re ĩᷣ T 


; Ppt 227 5 | 

beſt form'd mouth, attone for the envious ſneer 
Wen dwelt about his lips. N 

It was not, however, on his beauty that Oli- 

ver depended for ſucceſs in his amours, but on 

the force of his wiſe maxims. 

le had invented and remembered political 
maxims enough to have filled a large volume on 

the methods of gaining womens hearts, Thedif- 


ference of their greg he never conſulted ; : 
for he had read, 


That v women have no characters at all: 


and no ener had he read this aller than the 
truth of it gained in his mind an unlimited credit. 
For, that the author of the above verſe confeſſed 
an exception to his.own general rule, by addreſſ- 


ing the poem to a lady, was an obſervation that 


could never enter into the head of ſuch characters 
as Oliver. 

He gave alſo his ful and ſerious aſſent to thoſe 
Writers, who (generally I believe from a vein of 
Humour) have made an analogy between a mili= 
tary fiege and the progreſs of courtſhip; and 
had he written the rules of addreſs, they would 


undoubtedly have been in all the technical terms | 


of a warlike aſſault. 
Nee began therefore to inveſt che fortreſs 5 my 
heart by a circumvallation of diſtant bows and 


reſpectful looks; he then entrenched his forces 
in the deep caution of never uttering an un- 


guarded word or ſyllable; his deſigns being 7 
covered, he played off, from ſeveral quarters, a 

large battery of compliments: 2 but here he found 
a tepulls from the enemy, by an abſolute rejec- 
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tion of "REY fulſome praiſe ; and this forced- him 
back again cloſe into his former trenches, 

No further had Oliver advanced in his ſiege, 
bofore Melantha' s love for Demetrius fled from 
her mind. She was now diſengaged, and that 
was a ſtate in which ſhe could not long conti- 
nue; her mind muſt be 3 in purſuing 
ſome engagement, which ſhe called love, or ſhe 
muſt ſink into indolence, and would be unable 
to ſupport that intolerable burthen, ber time. 
A common misfortune which many women la- 
bour under ! She ſoon perceived Oliver's inten- 
tion towards me, and was miſerable till ſhe could 
form a hope of making him raiſe the ſiege, -and 
fit down with all his forces before her. 

' Melantha, added to what is called a good per- 
Fon, hath one of the ſtrongeſt recommendations 
to men of Oliver's turn of mind that can be, 
| namely, a very great ſelf-ſufficiency : for women, 
like tradeſmen, draw in the injudicious to buy 
their goods by the. high value they themſelves 
ſet on them. You may ſee a picture of what [ 
mean in almoſt every mercer's ſhop in town; 
where, from behind the counter, you may hear 


the ſounds, Indeed, madam, it is the fineſt 


piece of ſilk I ever Rudd in my ſhop ;——there 
e js not ſuch another piece to be got in the 
„ kingdom. I cut off thirty yards this morn- 
ing for the dutcheſs De bon Gout, and her 
c grace ſtrictly comminded me to fave the re- 
% mainder till T heard from her again: never- 
„ theleſs, now your la——ſhip has ſeen it, if 
«© your la—ſhip likes it, your la——ſhip ſhall 


8 


© have it: though I would not for the ntl 
4% diſobey the commands of the dutcheſs on any 
account in, to FR your chan al Thus 

at 


4 


4 


5 


ä 7 Tr 


at once denke bx: in os ir EY 5 mind the 
high value of bis filk, the impoſbility of getting 
| ſuch another. piece, 4 the approbation of the 
| 1 De bon Gout, whole taſte is in high 
fal ion. Her la——ſhip, from theſe conſidera- 
tions, never takes her eyes off its beauties, nor 
Ae the ſhop till it becomes her property, firmly, 
believing, that, if ſhe leaves i it, the dutcheſs De | 
bon Gout will certainly have it. For one odd 
 Infignificant circomſtance never enters into her 
head, namely, that if her grace the dutcheſs had 
really commanded the mercer to have kept it, he 
would on no account have parted with it to her 
la ſhip. In this manner women deal with 
their lovers. They endeayour ſtrongly to fix in 
the minds of their enamoratos their own high 
value, and then contrive, as much as poſſible, 
to make them believe, that they have ſo many i 
Purchaſers at hand, that the goods, if they do 1 
not make haſte, will all be gone. And; I be- Wh 
lieve, many a poor man by this artifice has been 1 
raw ff to pürchaſe 4 moſt worthleſs piece of 
goods, which he might have had without being 
in ſuch a hurry. : 
The CRV now fpared no 1600 hei they 
could beſtow on Portia for her love of ridicule, 
For their parts, they did not love to hear any 
one turned into ridicule for only defiring to be 
thought agreeable, - For, ſaid they, it was 
the caſe of all wirs, a word of abufe always 
c ready at hand, to be ſevere and ſatirical, Their 
Jobſetyations and remarks were too paltry and 
malicious to deſerve an anſwer; otherwiſe Por- 
tia could have told them, that Thoſe 
who would plead for ridicule againſt ſacred and 
innocent n and abuſe it when its edge is 
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Juſtly turned on malice or affectation; 
properly as thoſe people would do, who' mond. 
put ſwords and other offenſive weapons into the 
hands of rogues and madmen, and yet deny 
them to the honeſt and ſober, whoſe only uſe of 
them would be for ſelf- defence. But taking 


* 


no notice of their ſpiteful cabal, as ſoon as they 


Had vented their ſpleen, and were become ſilent, 
"the proceeded with her hiſtory. _ ages 
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SCENE. vi. 


——__ perpende, E, 1 11 vera vide, 
Dede manus : aut, fi 7 falſa g ft, accingere contra, 


Lv CRET „ 


oni Una. The Car. 


e 0 R T 14 
E Bemeniber Montaigne ſays, that in the civil 


wars in France he was adviſed not to fortify 
his caſtle, as the beſt means of preſerving it from 
being beſieged and plundered. Fortifications 
naturally induce a belief, that there is ſomething _ 


within worth fortifying. A man who, like 


Oliver, lays a regular ſiege to a woman, if he 
meets with no reſiſtance, hath no triumph in a 


conqueſt, Had my liking to Oliver been as 


great as it really was for Ferdinand, Iam fo bad 
at wearing a diſguiſe, that it would have been 155 8 
impoſſible for me to have raiſed this fortifications. | 
and then how would he have deſpiſed met tow: 


would he have e and e He cars | 


comb 1 


plied a ſort of cenſure on women acting with 
| caution, and being on their guard againſt. de- 


ſigning men, wreſted a meaning from har. 


which was the ee her 'thou rg 1 


The Cxæ now chuſing to underſtand” that : 
what Portia had. before ſaid of fortifications im- 


» % % 
& 
4 Z 2 % 
g : 
. 5 : MOT f, FAT LE 1 e 
1 - I ; 
; 2 3 * ee 1 . - and 8 — . 1 - . n 39 44-5 ets 4 
- : 5 LT 88 — = — TT wing 8 Ky 8 2 
, 7 8 x : . . Bhs, he GE 
r ee, n N p : N pe 1 » r a 5 . -4 2 . 8 
I 1 Sx Fern n. r py = hs mw % — — 2 8 —— by OI ow . hey OED: 2 JD 0 > D - 5 A e 5 nv toy vo age r * 
u . er donde ea bEL 7 Nebdt 2 2 KONG "Ee . EIS De 5 2. P —— : K * r 7 . — >” OF © Pn Pr CG as Tr n 8 
n 7 tw r r <> n j GASES... r Se FE et 4 Ja + Fae * ** 2 PO > yes . oo - 7 2 2 : n - 
2 . _ 2 2 © * EB * A 8 . Cas rag erg Cee: NE res LU AER INS Sy IL E | MR Se F N r Deere "3 os 42” —— 
- $3 Av p 1 * COLE Yew 2 r 1 . N . a * "IL ith * n 3 4 . — 7 IE OF _— — Þ * ,- AGES Dr, - 7 
a —_— 7 S A 2 N ee e s . pk. 5 $7 . wg EE I. 8 . ne . . A LS * [TEN * SES - Dory — gh 3 9 — — 
N — Y Er = F SAC SEEN aA d wy — 2 Le 4 2 5 1 2 7 — : 2 2 


7 * A 
r r . CCL TS hs 


r C 
— n 


W 
r 
7 * © tc 2 "a 9 

ES * % 

2 


— 


P 


— 
——— ade OE Res 


222 


—U—— — 
— — 
— — 


gt: 


0 2 


2 * 2 ” 2 
. ̃ —̃ rñ—— — —A—U . —_ 
— — — —— avs op IN — 

— 
7 OT 9 * — " * N N 0 


— 


——— — —— — 
x * 1 


CORE 


—̃— 
— 
—— — 

— * — 


— 
n 
yr ASS II 
- — 


* 33 — Re ny. 
Ce ES APA > 
* SCE 2 = Can Sax ASE 3 — 
"” wage + I 3 * ” 
»Av ” * 1 * 
* 


1 F 
—_— 


1 426 1 | 
they peremptorily inſiſted on her having again 
plainly confeſſed, that bad ſhe liked any man, 
he might eaſily have taken the advantage of her 
affections, as it was not in her power to reſiſt 
him. From whence they fairly concluded, that 
her virtue was mere accident; and ſuch a tri- 


umph played and danced over all their counte- 


nances, as plainly indicated their exceſſiye joy 
on having drawn ſuch a falfe concluſion. 

But Portia was immoveable, and could not be 
prevailed on to believe, that her words implied 
any thing more than that Oliver, from ſee- 
ing a woman's affection for him, would have be- 


haved like a coxcomb.— The CxY, however, 
uſed all the moſt perſuaſive arguments in their 
power to convince her of the depth of their own 


penetration; for they were not wanting in loud 


and vehement aſſertions, thundering raps upon 
the table, and a univerſal babble, in which no 


one could be diſtinétly heard; concluding at laſt 


with an ironical pretended pity for the great 
number of poor young creatures, who (from 


Wearing no diſguiſe like Portia) had fallen a ſa- 


erifice to the deluder, man. And this no doubt, 
ſaid they, was owing to the ſoftneſs of their diſ- 
poſitions, and the tenderneſs of their affections. 


e Fog TIA. Notwithſtanding, O ye Cx, the 


ſharp, Teproaches you have caſt on thoſe unfortu- | 

nate young creatures, whom you inſultingly pre- 
tend to pity, I cannot help thinking, that thoſe 
girls who have been deluded from t ic ſimplicity 
of their hearts, and (as you fay) the tenderneſs of 


their affections, are truly the objects of compaſſi- 


on, But it is in truth the office of vanity, and 


not ig Tove, to be the inward betrayer of the 
bears E-pander t to mens artful defi igns. we is 


| | L227. 9 | 
the immoderate thirſt after admiration,. and. A 
Uefire of being prefer'd to ſome other woman, 
that opens an eaſy road for that flattery, which 
d co often, is the preyailing bribe... If in the edu- 
-Pittori' of youn women, inſtead of pointing all 
our force f their admitting i into. their hearts 
one grain 'of real affection, we wete to convince 
them, that admiration is not. neceſſary to their 
| well-being, we the might perbaps, efletually 
guard them axtinſt de 
man who can but once \\contrive. 0 pique their 
vanity or pride. 
Te Ev now collected together a Whole load 


| of « 0 POTS to prove. Portia, in the ee, 11 
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55 Tis b pride that keeps i men 7 and, women too 
1 from a 
e 9127 5 
; na) and men ec ife,. © . 
. mut be proud if you be "wiſe, ft 41 


„„ 
* 


4 4 7 2's 85 Ay, 
VV 14 645 ALS * : 


. Several. other "quotations! did N 88 : 
furniſh 75 with; and they thought Portia 


— could not dare to hold her own opinion. againſt 
„ What they nad read in ſo many different hooks, 
= | 1 The oftener price. or vanity, hath. 
"1 been ſented in fo fair 2 | light, the n more 
Ee ains Wa 0 be taken to Arie Ip. off the Hiſguile, : 
i nd to new, that it hath been i improperl y. repre. 
— hien. 5 'T believe” it 4 be as "PRO proved 
of - The ae iotreates to obſerve, that we ins | 
* . nd not peſinively to cenſure every quototron Which 
1d may happen to be put into the mouth of the Cay. 
We - | nad} it i the falſe or improper applica ions that ſuch 
Wo characters are apt to make of their reading, which 


ke e would endeayour to bring 0 . 


— 


1 ip. 
From experience, that nothing tealty s ood eve 
came from pride, as that grapes. never 1 ga- 
| thered from thiſtles. 3 


The Car were in 4 1 very great paſſ on, that 5 


iron <3 
| T6 8 7 ; SES, ; 
ever 


* Sa I 


Portia would not allow. the authority hich h they 
brought from their reading; and. decl red, that 
ſhe was the moſt perverſe, obſtinate,. arrogant, 15 
ſelf⸗ ſufficient woman, that ever yet was born. 
_ © PoxTr1a. Why, O ye Cay, are you ſo en- 
raged, that ride or vanity ſhould ſtand con- 
demned for Wel on tolls 'and; ſhould not be 
_ ſuffered to hide their 2 behind e borrowed 
names of virtue? © 5 
It might w with Erster þ propriety be laid, that 
the Cav felt the 4-1: ing 55 that they heard 
it. The rage which always poſſeſſed their 4 
whenever their inmoſt hearts were detected, 


fHafhed from their eyes. For. they were conſei⸗ 


ous, that at this time, every one was ſecretly | em- 
ployed in thought how they might hide away the 
daqdea of pride, and metamorphoſe the very Ford 
into dignity and greatneſs of mind, ey ſtood 
ready prepared alſo, in caſe Portia ſhould happen 
to mention the words modeſty. ang humility in 
"their true ſenſe, to N em into n 
| and meanneſs of ſpirit. 6 

"Por TIA, Although the or I Thould n not have | 
bribed me 70 have been gut ily fan action which. 
Tſhould' think fo FIC wo. Ke very well knew, 
that it was in my p 50 er to have ſacrificed the 
chaſtity of Malantha to Oliver whenever I had 
pleaſed. . Land Td 7; 
; e WR 1 "exe now the words 
4 which, the CRV thought proper to ten;; 1 
Por TA, Had I but given Oliver blie _ 

evutagement — to haue made Mel antha bes 


lieve 


} 2 
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lieve that he was the object of my choice ; and 
whilſt her paſſions-were all in a tumult between 


mt 


rage, jealouſy, and deſpair, had I drawn back 

enough to have raiſed. his reſentment, and ſent 
him to her as a refuge from his diſappointment; 
m— what would be her joy to find, on a ſud- 


den, the gloomy proſpect all vaniſhed }. and 
ſhould ſhe behold my lover proſtrate at her feet, 


and with the moſt inveterate abuſe ſacrificing _ 
me at the ſhrine of her altar — what lengths 
would ſhe not go ! or where would ſhe ſtop, if 


tranſporting a triumph! ! 


1 


there was the leaſt danger of her again loſing 19 


This pidture was too pleaſing to the Cav for 
them to contain their joy. They ſuddenly, and © 
before they were aware of it, clapped their hands 

in token of inward raptures,, 1.7 © 


« 2 * 


Pon ri, But when I reprefent what I believe 
would have been the conſequence had I liked 
Oliver, and had ſuch preference been viſible ta 
bis eyes, I am ſuppoſing impoſibilities. For 
could his perſon or addreſs at firſt have raiſed in 


me a capricious liking, I am very certain that a 
ſhort time, and a little obſervation, would have 


brought a perfect cure. When a man by inſult 
ſhews that he deſpiſes a woman, only becauſe ſne 


prefers him to the reſt af mankind, the coxcombi- 


cal part he plays is ſuch a tacit confeſſion of his 
being undeſerving; her heiss: that I. think 
ſhe cannot long be at a ols. in forming a right 


.4 * 


to the indulgence of our capricious inclinations; 


the object of our affections is not of ſufficient 
force to cure our love, we are all liable to become 


judgment of him: for if we place no boundaries 
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95 of Prior's Emma. 


au 


aim prey of the loweſt, and moſt abandoned of 


mankind. 
Fine love indeed, faid the Cx: r, that could be | 


1 fo eaſily cured! 


And fine love, ought Portia to Kerfelf, 3s 


that which cannot thus be, cured, nor has any 


e 


dependence on the behaviour of its objeck to or its 
dutarion! 125 
But now Serina, ſtepping, forward from che af. 


fembly, undertook. to plead the cauſe of conſtant 


love. -Serina, who thought herſelf violently 
entangled in a paſſion for a worthleſs young fel- 


low, who had no one good quality fo recommen, 
him. His only merit in her eyes was fixed on no 


other baſis than that of an indulgent father's diſ- 

approbation, and paternal anxiety on her account, | 
leſt ſhe ſhould throw herſelf, and her fortune, 
acquired by, his laborious indufiry,. away upon 4 


Pretch, whoſe vices muſt neceffarily render her | 
table She was indeed a proper advocate 


for the reſolute perfiſtance in à paſſion, 'which, it 
adequately expreſſed, would with much greater 
propriety be called obſtinacy than love. This 


| Serina, not yet twenty years old, her heart filled 
with the image of her own meritorious conſtancy, 
pleaded long in defence of the merit of thus reſo- 


jutely fixing the affections, and concluded with 
an high admiration of the character and bebaute 


)* 7 e Id 5 
5 


The Cxy were loud in their PERTH of Se⸗ 


' Fina's eloquence, ' and perfectly agreed with her 


in her general praiſes of conſtancy ; : declaring, that 5 
Portia had no heart, no ſoul, no feeling of the 


tender paſſions, and was more like an infenfible 
Rock than a woman. ü- 


* 


of LY ge FOLIC 4p KIA. 


0 ? : 


„ e EE 
Pon TIA. If you are reſolved, O ye Car, to 
make ſuch extravagant. paſſions the objects of 
your admiration and imitation, it is not in my 
power to prevent it. But I will tell you a ſtory; 
within my own knowledge, of a very tragical 
cataſtrophe which attended one of theſe unfur- 

' mountable paſſions. It happened when I was 
very young, for I was but ten years old, yet the 
impreſſion. it made on my memory is not likely 
to be eraſed by time. 8 „„ 

A farmer in the village where my mother then 

lived had two daughters: the youngeſt they 

loſt when an infant in the cradle; for ſhe was * 
ſtolen from them dy a ſet of ſtrolling wretches, 1 
called gypſies: but in a twelve - montb's time tee Ii 
ſame crew, 1 again through the village, 
were ſtopped and forced to render back their: 
ſmiling plunder. From hence her parents called na 
her Perdita; and her recovery in fuch an unex= I 
pected a manner fo endeared her to them, thaet 

they might be ſaid to doat on her to diſtration 5 

and her great beauty, as ſhe grew towards being 
a woman, made her the admiration of the whole 
neighbourhood. - But at fixteen the unhappy 

Perdita gave an unbounded looſe to one of thoſe 
paſſions, which you, O ye Cn v, imagine to be 
ſo meritorious, and in praiſe of which your Seri 
na hath been ſo eloquent. From that time her 

thoughts wandered from her rural buſineſs, and 
center'd alt in Colin, her father's fhepherd, 
who, unfortunately for the enamour'd maid; 
chanced to have very little reſemblance to the 

| Arcadian ſhepherds, either in virtue or conſtancy, 
Perdita (as is the natural conſequence of ſuch in- 
dulged paſſions) now left her cows unmilked, 

forgot to drive the young lambs to paſture; and, 
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5 herſelf like a ſtrayed ſheep,” Seel on 
every tree the name of Colin, admiring thoſe 
good qualities in her lover, which had no other 
exiſtence than what her own fancy had formed. 
But Colin was a treacherous inconſtant ſwain ; 
for whilſt the amorous Perdita hung on. 14 


words, and gazed with fondneſs on his eyes, he 


45 took the advantage of her paſſions, bereaved her 


of her virtue, laughed at her folly, and triumph- 
ed in his conqueſt over the vanquiſhed maid : for 


ſuch characters are not confined ts any peculiar 
claſs of men; nor are they to be found only in 


the metropolis or its environs. 


Perdita could not long conceal the effects of 
her paſſion; 


bad gained her ſo many lovers, that there was 


Hardly a wealthy farmer's ſon in the country 


that bad not vainly ſued for her love. She had 


refuſed all their offers by the public declaration, 
that ſhe was too young to think of marriage; 
dut ſhe ſuſtained her conſtancy of mind to reje& 
ſo much importunity (joined ſometimes with the 


entreaty of her parents) by the inward fixed reſo- 


lution, that of all mankind ſhe would have none 


but Colin. 
As ſoon as tattling ſcandal had divulged the 


| ſecret of Perdita's misfortune through the. village, 
the perjured faithleſs ſhepherd quitted his native 


home to avoid making her the only reparation in 


his power, and quickly fled out of the reach of 


all inquiry. What now was her ſituation ! She 


Was oppreſſed with ſhame, loaded with grief at 
Colin's barbarous treatment. 


Her father ſternly 
ppbraided her with being now as much his dif- 


Srace, as ſhe was before Ks and gory. 


for the vifible alteration of her ta- 


per ſhape was too plain a diſcovery, Her beauty 


75 £2 
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father and mother, forgive my follies, forget 5 


them, and 1 iii BET} : 
them, and let my ſhame be buried with mein 
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u tod up. their noſes In ben of con- 
tempt, ſaid, they ſaw. nothing. 1 in the 
death of a low-lifed wretch, who had been the 
cCauſe of her on miſery. They upbraided Por- 
tia for her compaſſion for ſuch. CREATURES, 
and then called Perdita by many vulgar abuſive 
Te, which. ſhall. not be here repeated. 

| Portia. From my inmoſt ſoul. I pity fuch 
: viclims to their paſſions as the unhap pos gh 
but would not therefore, when like rior's, 190 | 

MA they are accidentally crowned with ſucc | 
have them ſet forth as examples fit for imitation, 

and be admired as patterns of a virtuous; and 

faithful conſtancy, I would haye every action 
placed in its proper claſs in our eſteem, and not 

- erroneouſly judged by its accidental conſequenee. 

But now Harpaſia, from aniangft the Cx v, 
- entered on the topic of faithful and conſtant love. 
Harpaſia was a widow, who had continued in 
tat ſtate for twenty years, in all which time ſhe 
had been endeavouring to impoſe on herſelf the 
belief, that ſhe was a true pattern of opjugal 
fidelity to her dead huſband ; but What . Vexati- 
. ous companion ſhe was to him whilſt Rt living, our 
e mall not here W upon. She 0 
value 


nin! Oy vc 5—©=S0 ADDY 


FX FP 
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rr enen 


which ſays, 


1 th: Rrong, ſhe would not have patience to wait 


3 th 235) 7. 4 
3 herfelf upon not having nn rr 4 


although ſhe had lived a life of errant coquetry with 

almoſt every man that came in her way; nor, if 
ſhe could have prevented it, would have ſuffered 
either maid or widow. (herſelf only excepted) to 
have had one lover in peace. Full of levity as 


was her mind, and trifler as ſhe was eſteemed by 


all her acquaintance, Harpaſia, becauſe ſhe had | 


from choice (in order to carry on her ſcheme of 
coquetry) retained the ſtate of widowhood, deem- 
ed it her proper cue, with gravity to condemn 
the impertinence of young girls who ſhould talk 


of conſtancy: then with all the force of her 
rhetoric ſhe ſounded forth the praiſes of every ce- 


lebrated matron, both ancient and modern, which 


| ſhe could recollect, all whoſe virtues ſhe modeſtly 


deſired might, by general conſent, de conferred 


upon herſelf. 


The CRI now ranged tba in a parties; 3 


5 and every one, according to their different fitu- 
ations, connextons, or inclinations, choſe forths 


ſome example for their eſteem and imitation, - 
For the Dramatis . of Tow Thumb, 


ms 


Doodle i in W 3 far . court: 15 
Noodle out of place, id on 009 the 
eur : 5 


is in Mo = rg the patented, drama of > Ca r, 4 


One would repreſent the wife of Seneca, (a 


g grieve herſelf to death for the loſs of her huſband. 
Another would imitate the wife of Brutus, and 
ſwallow living coals of fire, only for the appre- 


 henlions of her huſband's danger; her fancy was 


for 
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1 the certainty of — death. But ſome iel 
this point ſo far as to work themſelves into an 
admiration of the Indian cuſtom, where livin 
wives ſhare the fate of their huſbands dead bodies, 
and are burnt alive on their funeral pile. But it 
was very remarkable, that the unmarried part of 
the Cx r, whoſe huſbands were only imaginary, 
were the moſt vociferous in their applauſes of this 
een proof of conjugal affection. 
PoxTtia. To be burned alive is a moſt 
dreadful thing. A ſcalded finger for the inſtant 
: affeAs the whole body, and is a momentary 
- miſery. My ſoul would ſhudder at the kindling 
of thoſe fires. which were deſigned to turn me 
into .aſhes. But what horror would ſeize my 
imagination on knowing, that whilſt I retained 
ſenſibility I ſhould be fewel on which thoſe 
flames would ſpend their raging force? that my 


. ſhrieks and cries would be vainly loſt in thoſe 


- winds which helped the riſing flames to my de- 
ſtruction ] and that not one of the human ſpe- 
cies would come to my relief! 

The Cx v at this picture ſtood agkaſt. Their 
power of ſpeech was loſt in their aſtoniſhment : 
for in their admiration of the Indian wives being 
burnt with their huſbands, they had fixed their 
thoughts only on the poſthumous fame of thoſe 
women, and on the applauſe of the ſpectators 
for, their noble reſolution. In the fancied en- 


Joyment of ſuch airy advantages, they had buried 
+ and. concealed the idea of the horrid flames with 


the torments they were, to indure, in order to 
acquire the valued purchaſe of being rewarded 


Witk having it aid, There died à brave 
woman.“ 


Sy " 'The Car by no Means wanted Mo 
| ag 
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ſuffered them to rove abroad for either, as they 
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they only Ha the power of uſi ing them br. 
their real amuſement or profit. They ſeldom 


found them ſuch continual employment at home: 
for the imagination, as well as every other fa⸗ 
culty of the mind, is incapable of travelling two 
ways at once. Whitſt therefore they were fan- 
cying what a fine figure they ſhould make by 
ſuch indelible marks of their love as following the 
cuſtom of the Indian women, they entirely for- 
got every other circumſtance except this deſired” 


heroic appearance. But being all inwardly vexed 


at the REAL FIGURE they were conſcious they 
now made in this their overſtrained admiration 
of being burnt alive with their dead huſbands, 
they reſolved to retrieve their error by exerciſing 


their common talent at abuſe; and whilſt they 5 
were ſeeking in their minds for ies known cha- 


racers of inconſtancy in women; their widow. 


Harpaſia helped them to he inſtance of the Ephe- | 


ſian matron, whom they immediately loaded 
with every term of reproach they could invent, 


and whom they repreſented as a picture of the 
higheſt hypocriſy and affectation in her apparent 


— 


affliction; and conſequently they pronounced, 


that all the love, ſhe is deſcribed to have for her 
huſband when living, was o cqually pretence and 


affectation. 


Amongſt the . terms of abuſe, which the 1 


Cay hoard: up as their greateſt treaſure, affecta- 


tion holds the foremoſt place. This, whenever 


they are reſolved to cenſure, without being able 
to anſwer the queſtion why, they inſtantly pro- 


duce ;. and are never therefore at a loſs to un- 


ravel the moſt intricate foldings of the human 
heart: : nor are they ever driven to the diſmal ne- 
- cellity 
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ty of eng their own ignorance, whilft 


this word aFFECTATION ſtands their friend, 
ready to be applied, according to their own . 


ſire, where, in reality, it 1s net the leaſt ap- 


plicable. 3 

Por. If affiRation - means a Heſtre to 
appear what we are not, in my opinion there 
never was à character to whem it was leſs ap- 
| plicable than to the Epheſian matron, although 
ſhe is ſo frequently named in general ſatires againſt 
women, for pretending immoderate grief for the 
loſs of their. huſbands. Take the whole ftory 
fairly, as it is repreſented, and ſhe acted only 
according to the ſimple dictates of nature. 

The 45 now really ſharpened their atten- 
tion: the univerſal Judgment of mankind was 
ſo much with them in the cenſure they had pafſ- 
ed on the Epheſian matron, that they were in 
ſome doubt, whether Portia was not going to bur- 
Jeſque the en and to heighten. che ſatire od 
Irony... 


-whilſt he was living. She and her huſband are 
_ *-deſcribed as two of the happieft of the human 


'__ _ kind. She was innocent of one thought to wrong 


him; the married ſtate was to her a ſcene of the 


higheſt felicity, and her beloved huſband's ſudden 


death raiſed in her mind a torrent of unaffected 
ſorrow, She mourned his loſs with a violence, 
which when once indulged cannot well be re- 
trained. But paſſions riſing to their height, and 


blowing where they lift, although they cannot 


be ſtopped, may be dane into another channel: 


for we muſt make a ſtrong diſtinction between 
alfectation and imagination, ot we ſhall be groat- | 


e T7 


Por. The ſociety of het indulgent lord 
was ſaid to be the Epheſian lady's chief pleaſure 
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that appear to act in an uncommon” manner. 
The Epheſian matron did not affect to be 


grieved: ſhe Was really pierced with ſorrow to 
her inmoſt ſbul: and, in this ſituation, what 
ſoothed and heightened her grief was the only 


thing grateful to her mind. Her greateſt indul- 


gence was to follow her huſband's dead body to 


the grave; and ſhe really ĩimagined that ſhe ſſiould 


never chuſe to leave his tomb. She abhorred all 
food j ſhe ſought no comfort, becauſe ſhe eſteem- 
ed it to be a vain catch,” ſincerely believing that 
there was now no comfort to be found. She 
imagined it à pleaſure to endure cold and hunger, 
and did not know but ſuch a rough treatment of 
her body might alleviate the forrows of her mind. 
In ſuch a ſituation, it is no wonder (to thoſe : 
who: know the natural turn of - human: paſſions) 


that ſhe readily yielded to the firſt impreflion.ſhe; 


received, that her huſband's death was not neceſ- 
ſarily the death of all pleaſure.: That it was 


poſſible for her to live and to be happy was a 


moſt pleaſing diſcovery; and ſhe could not reſiſt 


being delighted to find ſuch a ſudden revolution 


in her thoughts, as a tranſition from dark deſpair 
to animating hope, and to change a gloomy ſe- 


pulchre for a ſecond bright bymenzal torch, 
once heard a gentleman (who had pretty clearly. 


penetrated the human heart) declare, that if he 
was in love with a widow, he would chuſe to 


court her ſitting by her huſband's tomb, and 
giving vent to the higheſt guſt of paſſionate la- 


mentations. (From his good- nature, no doubt, 
and his delight in drying the widow's tears.) But 


he alſo added, that his ſucceſs would intirely de- 
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3 to alleviate or ARSON "7" OM 
to be found, would be a ridiculous as well. AS 4 
fruitleſs undertaking. Where affectation is the 

ſource of apparent ſorrow, all endeavours to re- 

move that ſorrow muſt be vain 3 for it would - 


N 


deſtroy its on 3 e e * * once admitted 


the poſſibility of a cu ee. 


The Cx with cheir uſual candor pronounced 
that Portia had been talking abſurd nonſenſe; and 

then with ſneering witticiſms aſked her, if in the 
number of her favourites ſhe did not place lady 
Anne, in RI cHARD THE THIRD, in the fore 
moſt rank of her eſteem? for ſhe too had changed 
the 901 7 IN a ſecond Wee hymencal 
torch. p n Þ1D 16h! 
Porta. Lam not 80 that by. any 
ching! I have faid you can juſtly call the Ephe- 


ſian matron a favourite character of mine: or 


becauſe I have aſſerted her whole behaviolür to: 
be the reſult of following the bent of her ineli⸗ 
nations, and not containing one ſpark of affecta . 
tion; that I do not therefore condemn whoever 


gives way to uncurbed violent grief, which is 


likely to produce the ſame effects; but leaſt of all 


can it be reaſonably deduced from my words, 


that I either eſteem or admire a character ſo truly 5 


deteſtable as that of lady Anne in Ric RARD 7 


HE Dai =! : 
Ihe babble imbnigt- the Cay 3 now * 
| great, that it was a conſiderable time before Por- 


tia could again be heard; ſome of them affirming, 


that if ſhe excuſed the Epheſian matron, ſhe 
muſt alſo excuſe lady Anne; others declaring, 
that the latter was much more pardonable than 


the former; and all concluding, that the cha- 
racters of 48 two women bers ſuch an exact ſi- 


militude 
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"Portia, There is nothing cauſes 0 great a 


confufion in our judgments, as the thus ſhuMi 
together chapters wich have no teſemblance to 


each other: nor is there any two known cha- 


racters that e e -unlike than that of 
lady Anne and the | Epheſian matron ; and yet it 


is very common to Hear them thus confounded. 
Lady Anne, as we take the ftory from our poet, 


was actuated by nothing but a lode of flattery. 


Hen hufband's murderer therefore, by only artfully 


ſaying, that HER BRAUTY WAS THE CAUSE, 


could as bya magicChartwitchnsfſorm, in her eyes, 
his own deformity into irreſiſtible grace, and ex- 


tract all the villainyland 1 from that fatal 
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amia 81 
te other fe ed, 
cod Marriage. 3.209, 
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arent. 


bete ee Fama 5 givin EE | Body of 
her, ſband.,t 2e. 4 ring wan om death, 
and the. being fla Ft into marrying her huſband's s 
qurderer. If t e. preference alſo. was to be given 
110 either of theſe. tvs. ebaraQurs,. they fil Pere 
ſted, (for; reaſows belt: known ta. » 96 0 
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is void of all progr. 


objects: for hatred, contempt, anger, And“ 11 
thoſe paſſions which compoſe the TuRRI, al- 


though each is (as Shakifpear f ys {of Jealouſy). A 
MONSTER, BEGOT "AND" B 14 ron IT- 
SELF; yet are all ſo kindly bee ee 
ſpread their baleful OT VE to” every thing 

around them. From hence ariſes the erty” f 
tyrants, whether placed on a throne which com. 
mands the lives and properties of millions, or 


having their power confined only to the fmall 


Cauſe alſo for the exceſſive heights to which human 
Oe __ eget: NPY 8 0 1 I oh 
re us 
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5 of che actor to top his phyſi; ts 1 
5 5 ſhews us that a man muſt firſt impoſe up 


on himſelf, and that hypocriſy, as well as con- 

| tempr, anger, &c. often begins at hom 
Never were the hearts of the Car a 
by the hope of proving Portia guilty: of uttering 
nonſenſe and abſurdity, than at this inſtant; for 
that hypocriſy begins at home, or that a man 
could be a hypocrite to himſelf, ſeemed to them 
an abſolute contradiction in terms; it being ſo 
generally allowed, that the very eſſence of a hy- 
pocrite is making an appearance to the world of 
what he is conſcious doth not paſs: within his 
own breaſt. Her joining alſo the ideas of hy- 
pocriſy: and tyranny was to them another pleaſe- 
ing proof of her having uttered a paradox which 
ſhe could not ſupport; and they all at once call- 
ed out upon her to prove, that Nero, one of the 


cruelleſt tyrants on record, acted the hypocrite 


after he was ſettled on his throne. For they al- 
Jow'd, that in the beginning of his reign he was 
guilty. of affectation and hypocriſy in ſhedding 
tears, and ſhewing ſuch a ſeeming reluctance to 
the ſetting of his hand to the laſt; dead warrant 
-which was: brought to him to ſign, that he 


et wiſhed, he ſaid; that he had never learnt to 


% write, rather than to e to en min 
e a uſe:of his power. 


PokrrA. I éconfeſs there i is a erm ing para- 


dox in my words; but, as it is a ſubject I have 
often conſidered, and as Nero is the very cha- 


racter I ſhould: have wiſhed that 1 might have 
brought as an exemplification of my aſſertion, 1 


moſt humbly beg of Una, that I may be per- 


tte leaſt NC" 2/16 the ak 0 what 


1 may 
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may appear at preſent a little bonne in : my 
my 1tion. | 
This liberty \ was N granted y Una, but 
with no rebuke to the Cx x, as they had uttered 
only a general opinion, ien ang mixture of 
. mal evolence. 
Ponkria. I have 8 told by the lendwes. 
that the original word in Greek, which we ren- 
der hypocrite, ſignifies alſo a player : and I be- 
Heve it will not be denied, that a man may play 
a part to deceive himſelf as well as another. Plu- 
tarch reports of ZEſop, the celebrated tragedian, 
es that whilſt he was repreſenting on the theatre 
% Atreus deliberating the revenge of Thyeftes, 
he was ſo. tranſported beyond himſelf! in the 
„ heat of action, that with his truncheon he 
<< ſmote one of the ſervants haſtily croſſing the 


5 <<, ſtage, and laid him dead upon the place. 


And I have been told by Mr. Garrick, (babe 
Judgment in theſe points I eſteem infallible) that 
it is impoſſible to warm the imaginations of an 
audience into a belief of the truth of the repre- 
ſentation before them, unleſs the player firſt is 
 *apable of impoſing on himſelf, and of forcibly 


ſeeling all the paſſions which actuate the cha- 


radter he is to repreſent. If this be. true, then 

for the acting an aſſumed part in the univerſal 
drama, it is neceſſary carefully: to conceal: the 

truth in ſome corner of the human heart, and to 
uſe all the force of fallacy, in order to envellop 

it in the gbbomy miſt of darkneſs. And, if 
Shakeſpear . in hb right in faying;/:that man is 
a player, hypocriſy muſt then begin at home. 


| 5 The En xu at this time; not clearly e 


Andie Portia's . enough to be ſtruck 
% 1 : With 
2 Plutarch's Lives, ll 5th, Life of 8 
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with Wien sk fear, that it would tend towards 
revealing any ſecret within their own boſoma 

which they wiſhed to conceal, were not actu- 

ated with their uſual wrath againſt her. They 

found no occaſion therefore for their chief orator 
Dueſſa, who always ſpoke when a favourite fal“ 

| lacy was to be ſupported ;, but. deputed one of 
the ns reaſonable amongſt them to aſk Portia; 

whether ſhe had not confounded the hypocrite 
with the madman. *** For, ſaid the ſpeaker, 'if 

e a man deceives himſelf in the part he under- 
takes to act, he is exactly in the ſame fits 
% tion with the bedlamite, whoſe pee 55 

c ſurrounded- with: a cron of ſtrawy. = 

_ PorxT1a. The difference between the 
N crite and the madman, in the ſenſe IJ have choſe 
: to uſe the word, rs to me to be/exaQAtly the 
ſame as between the madman and the player? 
for, was there no ſeeret corner in the mind which 

cCe.oncealed the truth, Bedlam Iallow would be the 
proper place for thoſe men who aſſume: an) part 
| that doth not properly belong to them. 3 
ſtill to carry on — analogy between the hypo- 
erite and the player, the latter, if he is not 

warmed into ſome de degree of felf-deception, is 0 
languid in his àctior Wande every one can ſes 
through: the thin diſguiſe; Such are the com. 
mon race of hypocrites; whoſe: painting is'{6 
pore that it deceives but very few; Whilſt that 
eri biens N to Muten, VETO 


2 WE 


r WI. OG 


alk unſeen, except to | God alone — A 


1 


0 NR amd ſack: whe W in the Heart)" 4 5 

to have grown up with the very man; and 

Es _ — wy ant the part aſ- 
M 3 ſumed 


1 


— 
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ſamed e our pride, every attempt to 


undeceive us, and to expoſe our hypocriſy, raiſes 
an anger, which muſt be fatal to all within the 
reach of our power. 5 
That Nero was any er hypocrite than that 
| af being a player, reſolute to enter into the part 
he choſe to perform, I think appears not. from 


any hiſtory. For as there is no reaſon to imagine 


that he was born without the ſeeds of humanity 


and compaſſion, his reluctance to ſign an order 
for the execution of a poor wretch who had never 


given him any particular offence, might be ſin- 
gere and unaffected. The characteriſtic of his 
mind was yet in its bud; and thoſe ſpreading 
branches of wanton cruelty, ſpringing from the 
inſane root of a mad deſire after divinity, had 
not at that time entirely choaked up and ſmother- 
ed every good inclination in his heart. But, 


when the ſhort ſtruggle of humanity even in that 


inſtance was paſt; it is not unlikely that the dar- 
| ling image of his own authority, and this firſt 


pleaſing proof of his having life and death in his 


option, was a ſtep towards that height of -inhu- 
manity to which he afterwards mounted, He 
had hitherto been aQuated only by common va- 
nity; the fiddler and buffoon were his choſen 
parts; and, whilſt he remained in a private ſta- 


tion, malice and fly cunning were the only 


weapons he had power to employ againſt his 
competitors. The exerciſe of public power 

againſt his ſucceſsful rivals in fiddling or buffoon- 
ery Was not topping the part his ambition 


prompted him to aſſume: for when the trifling 


vanity of ſuch contentions gave way to the 


— 


more enlarged pride of mounting from the pow- 


5 Ci! of Spa! to ha. al ee e conſcious | 


Rue 


** LITE 


b n 
that his Hals in omnipotency were enthroned 
above his reach, and that the arfows of his wrath - 
could not aſcend to heaven, he pointed his en- 
mity at the objects of his power, the human 
race, and wantoned in the height of cruelty. 
The would-be fidfer is dangerous but to a few; 
the wouldcbe god is like 4 general peſtilence 
that ravages amongſt mankind, and ſeeks by its 
own venom to overſpread the world with a gene⸗ 
ral deſtruction. 
The Cx r now; with great outward folemnity 

6 certain indication of inward joy on the ſup- 
poſed diſcovery that Portia's fentiments were 
full of abſurdity) declared, ſhe muſt be miſtaken 
In imputing Nero's cruelt yang, his pride; as he 
might have found an equa indulgence of that 
paſſion by exerciſing | his power” in benevolent, as 
ha cruel actions. | 7 

P6xtra. If that Was ttue, T: (Palins ou 
rand wheel, on which cruelty and tyranny al- 
Ways turns, 'would' ſtop. its motion, and the hu - 
man breaſt would eſcape its power. The would- 
be god cannot create, but if placed at the head 
of any temporary. govertiment, be can cally” 
| deſtroy. , 22 , 83 wy | 
Shakeſpear makes John A Guine 1 to 9 king 
Richard II. B : 


Ry, c- 


10.578 15113, 8 30M: 
i Shartan my days they can with b füllen ch Z 
* And pluck night from me, but not lend a 
31 anew? -- 7 : : 
© Thou canſt help Time to 1 me with age 3 ** 
But ſtop no wrinkle in his pilgrimage: _ | 
« Thy 1 word is current with him for. patent; 4 

5 But dead, thy kingdom cannot buy my breath,” 
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of thoſe devouring flames which. Were kindle at 


his command ;. and, whilſt, the groans of bis 
Wretched A . 15 reached his ears, he could, by 


8. ir fires, warm his W 
els that h e Was a god, thus 
ma pding d lea +. e it, he. let bie eye, 
ange but the leaſt ſep e other v way, he mu 
neceſſarily every moment met ſome glaring, dil. 
covery of his own imhechlity, an might, if be 


. 


pred , weep at the ah{ffrdity of his ne 


e eould not comman 0a 111 to 


pring, nor 
flower to blolop out of 1 


aſon, 72 1 5 ak 


10 Was de ond, eke 10 


> 4.3 © 


for all his gu. 5 . 
orcę 1 1 da jon 

10 ae ted of of. th e. power = 

of creation. This kind bf prepolter ous Penk 5 


wanting to be more than man, 2 J think 


joined with power, neceſſarily produce ak and 


res, 


J have before often ſaic that contempt 
3 Home; 3nd that it ariſes f A 


or 
our not being able to obtain that frantic wi 
being ſomething; which-God- never made us, 3 : 


which we cannot make ourſelves, By endeavour- 
ing therefore to' hide from our own eyes the 
knowledge of what we really are, we are iriver 


ing at impeflibilities, and nothing b but our n 


torment can be the conſequetite” "Wyetched s 
the man who deſpiſes Hiaelf;/ 25d this Wrete 


ſpite 


1 


Hite of himſelf, was conſcious of. not being pol; 
ſeſſed of divine perfection. This inward con- 


ſciouſneſs filled him with all the horcors. natu- 


rally flowing from ſuch , madneſs : he was 
diſcontented within, was cruel to himfelf; and 


the poor wretches, . whoſe. hard fate-it was to be 


the vaſſals of his power, could expect 2 better 
treatment than he allowed himſelf. 


I have been credibly informed, that if a "hip * 
= takes fire, and the flames. become too violent 
to be quenched, although at firſt ſhe. be at a 
great diſtance from the fleet, yet will ſhe of her 

own accord, and without any direction, mix 
amongſt the other ſhips, in order to communi- 


date her flames, and it is with the utmoſt diffi- 
culty that ſhe can be kept off, This ſeems as if 


the burning ſhip was animated to ſeek a refuge 


from her own conſumption by the deſtruction oe 
.other objects: and if this be really a known fa 


and not an idle report, we plainly trace the 


| ,WORD TO THE WISE, and read in it the no- 


bleſt of fables, "oF: by the hang of Datu Ker 


bell. TY 


Every thing i in the pliyticat World, nad 


bp ſtated laws, is either communicative. of its 


on qualities, or ſubmits to the general power 


of attraction. The human mind, and every 


part of intelligent nature, is exempt from theſe 
laws, and hath the power of cheriſhing one ſeed 
and ſtifling. another. The mind that chuſes to 
nouriſh the Tv RBA, by a reſtleſs deſire after im- 


poſſibilities, takes delight, like the fire-ſhip, (o 


communicate its devouring flame to all that are 


ſo miſerable as to fall in its way. But this con- 


fuming flame ariſes firſt in its own breaſt; and, 
Jet him roam where he will, ſuch a map, like 
VVV e £nlp 


| Ike + poor wounded fag, ſtill carries” the arrow 
| Micking in his heart; or rather like a mad dog, 


de 


"enraged with his own miſery, endeavours to bite 


"and poiſon, with his own venomous foam, every | 


obje- in his reach. 

Nero, whilſt in appearance is was enjoying 
the higheſt luxury, in that gallant exploit of 
burning his native city, and playing on bis harp 


at the ſame time that he beheld the flames 


which roſe at his command, was at once per- 
forming the two parts which he had choſen, _ 
namely, the fiddler and the god. Although no 

' outward hiſſes dared'proclaim the unskilfulneſs of 
the muſician, nor the weakneſs of the pretended 


omnipotent; yet the inward biſſes and ſtings 


of the ToRBA, within his breaſt, gave him ſuch 
torment as 1 would not feel for the command of 
twenty ſuch globes as this which we inhabit. 

The man who makes a god of his appetite 


may be cruel and revengeful on any preſent diſ- 


"appointment of his pleaſure: and his rival in his 


miſtreſs, or any other object on which he hath - 
fixed his deſire, may feel the effects of his utmoſt 

Hatred. | 
+ #** Phe picture of tuch contentions may be eech 


in the canine race. The bone being thrown 


"amongſt them, they ſnarl, they 870 0 and fall 


into fierce battle; but the ſubject of their gene- 
ral quarrel being removed, they lie down quiet- 


Iy to ſleep by each other” s- ſide, forgetful of all 
their painful enmity. But, although in the 
5 temporary rage or eruelty ariſing from ſuch mo- 


ie there are many intervals of humanity, yet, 

zn the madneſs of a man's wanting to be a god, 
\there + are no eren, no ha a relief: . 
0 for 


—_— 


[ 281 . 


pes * hr his fl tits 


wb he will be excited ts vent his rage, by doom- 


Ing his deſtruction, if it is but for boldly daring 
to reſemble his godſhip, Thus, a man's having 
eyes in his head, or a SOT in his face, may, nay | 

muſt, to or a mind de a n matter of oi. 
Khoi 


FP TILE 


be Gans, ho am rte to 6 fingers: on 


Himſelf the belief of his own divinity, fees all 
the force of what the philoſopher ſaid to Alexan- 


der the Great; who asked him, what a man 
muſt do to become a god: That (anfwered 


* the philoſopher) - which i ic is impoſſible for a 
man to per form. ? 


Under the mental pain of contineal at. 
pointments, the temper naturally grows ſour and 


rageful. In ſuch an uneaſy ſituation, it was no 


wonder that Nero ſhould ſeek his pleaſure in the 
deftruQive flames, which, by the breath of his 
power, blazed to conſume the then metropolis 
of the known world. It is no matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment that Caligula, in the ſame tormenting ſr- 


tuation, and from the ſame motives, ſhould 
wiſh all the Romans had but one neck, that he 
might have the pleaſure of deſtroying them at a 
low: Had he added alt mankind, it would 

_ Kill have been in character; but indeed as he 
was a Roman, and an emperor of: the Romans, 


it was very poſſible his idea of mankind extended 


not beyond the objects of his own power. With 
a heart thus ſwelling with pride, and graſping at 


divinity, Xerxes like a madman whipped the fea 
for daring to roll its waves, to mount its furges,. 


and, heedleſs of an emperor's command, ſteadily 
r keep ito deſtined TI” Ds he diſobedience ve 


ele che 
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| FRY ocean n Nerxes, 1 21 
all things. There is indeed but one who can 


till its waves and turn its courſe, and that 
Xerxes himſelf was not that one, was the gall- 
ing reflexion within his mind, whilf he was at- 
tempting with vain ſtrokes. to be revenged « on tl 


unfeeling waters for preſenting him with. the 


view of ſo hateful à truth. Had not Xerxes un- 


dertaken the vain labour of impoſing ſueh a fal- 


lacy on himfelf, as that his power extended be- 
yond what is allowed to the human race; had 
not his bypocriſy, his endeavour of playing a 
part he could not perform, begun at home, he 


. could never have FO guiNy.: of. fach a z * 


; With this . to the labyrinths of the 511 5 
heart, how many latent motives of actions, 


which fall under our own obſervation, will be 
brought to light! how many well-atteſted-faQs 


in biftory, which, without. this clue, ſeem to 
make the characters of men into an incongrucus 
heap. of abfurdity, will join, and be ſo many 
characteriſtical marks of the men of whom they 


are related, that we may trace their mind 3 | 
out any obſlacle to bar our knowledge. 


reading Plutarch with the ſame view with 0 


I believe he wrote, namely, to diſcover the Ru- 


man heart, I doubt not but we ſhall fairly find 


this WORD 1 o- THE WISE tO be deduced; from | i 


ajl his'writings, that hypocriſy begins at home. 
But I pretend not to impoſe my opinions as 


te truths. . All 1 have ſaid, on this-clue to 


the diſcovery, of men's characters is only eonjec- 
ture; yet, if we are excluded from entering this 


Toad to, the Knonledge of .the human. moe if 


* 


© 


= 11 253: . 
1 confeſs. that I can 431 no other but bet imme- 
diately overwhelms us in the utmoſt uncertainty 
and confuſion. I muſt, like the grave-digger in 
Hamlet, acknoy Regs Ons I am HOODS Yes a 
that Hit] EI PO 1 1 ire" : 
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"The Cay: were at e hs in an odd 3 
of mind, They had not attended ſufficiently 26 
what Portia had been faying, fully to take her 
whole meaning. As her inſtances alſo, were 
drawn only from ſuch high, ſtations, as kings and 
emperors, . they. were not quite poſitive whether | 
any thing the had ſaid of bypocriſy, pride, or 
cruelty, could be applicable to themſelves; {for 

that a latent Nero might but too ſurely be found 

in many private families, was a truth, which as 
ſhe had not declared they had not fathomed) _ 
their actuating motive, anger, therefore, not 
being within, their indolence was too great to 
attempt either contradicting Portia, or being at 
the trouble of e eee what ſhe had, poor. 

: poſed. 

1 1 in comic bar ne e oo 
the peculiar bent of humour, conſiſt the chief 
beauties of comedy; and if the riſible ĩ in ſich 
incidents ſprings from the glaring abſurdity of 
indulging ſome ſuch. bent of the diſpoſition, then 

all we find, I believe, in hiſtories, where cha- 


SE; "'y 


_ raters are well preſerved, frequent and ſtronger 
inſtances of ſuch comic incidents than the higheſt | 


human invention can produce. For it appears 
to me, that eyen Shakeſpear's Falſtaff killing 
the dead Pierey to. prove ** courage, is not 
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panded ocean: but in the 
fits the mighty maſter of the world, the famous 


Great, (or as Fluelin ſay 


2541 


more \ caleatated: to raiſe a ar 


than Xerxes whipping” the ſenſeleſs ocean to 
prove himſelf a god. And fo fareven beneath | 
a comic incident was the contrivance of that em- 

peror, who drove his chariot over an high ere&- 
ed arch of braſs, in order to imitate Jupiter's 
thunder, that none of the ingenious tricks of 
machinery, practiſed in our pantomimes, more 


Juſtly claim to themſelves the n * WOE one 


degree below a farce. 

As I love to delight myſelf 3 Hinginbry 
pictures, I have often formed a group of many 
of theſe heroes together; and, in one piece, 1 


Have (by fancy) drawn Nero on one fide; ſtrike- 


Ing the ſtrings of his harp over # ſtreet all in 


flames, from whence he may be fuppoſed to 
| Have his diſcord anſwered by human ſhrieks and 


cries: Xerxes, on the other ſide, is ſtanding 


with his whip in his hand; and confined on'a 
Rttle ſpot of cartb, with a human feeble arm, 


Kill ſhorter than bis whip, laſhing the wide ex- 
viddle ef this piece 


xander, ſtiled the 


yo, the magnanimous, 
the big, it is all the fame thing) putting bis 


Macedonian conqueror,. A 


finger in his eye like a child, and ery ing for 


imaginary conqueſts. If Abſurdity be the baſis 
of the ridiculous, who (as Horace fays) admitted 


to the ſight of ſuch a picture, could abſtain 


from kughter? ? Una fighed. The CRT ſcrew- 
ed about "their faces, and allowed, with a forced 


Half laugh, that the picture was "indeed a little 
droll; and ſome went fo far as to ſay, that Por- 


35 tia was U N of a good deal of drollesy. 


Fon 724. 


 PoxTia. Altheugh the abſurdity is riſible, 
' yet we might look on it in another view, 
wherein laughter would be very inadequate to 
_ expreſs our ſenſations. ,. But I chuſe not to ſhew _ 
its reverſe; I would rather draw the veil: Xx 
wok D TO THE. WISE IS SU FI CERN. 
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SCENE Iv. i 


'S 


And like our „ e , anus: more ee 1 8 bk 
She conguer's for the TRIU MPH, not the exon 


| Penis. Una, THE our. 


| PORT I A. 
898 love, or rather his wanting to 


make a conqueſt of my affections, was 
truly irkſome and diſagreeable to me; and I 
knew alſo that the conſequence of his being en- 
tirely baffled would be an implacable hatred. 
There is indeed no degree of rage which will 
.not ariſe in the boſom of ſuch a man, againſt 
the woman who could not return the honour of 
his paſſion : for a breaſt which the TuRBA in- 
habits is at all ſeaſons, and on every trifling oc- 
caſion, ready prepared to transform a capricious 
liking (by ſuch called love) into an hatred of all 
. Others the moſt inveterate and inexorable. 
I T ſoon perceived the drift of every word and 
action of Melantha. There was no artifice, no 
ſtratagem, ſhe did not make uſe of, to gain the 
attention and addreſs of every man with whom 
the was in company, whilſt Oliver was alſo pre - 
ſent. This ſhe did her utmoſt to conceal, as it 


was to appear the natural effects of her own ſu- 


perior charms; nor was her deſign at preſent to 


gain a variety of lovers, but only to reſemble the 


ride of ſilk liked 5 the dutcheſs De bon Gout, 
1 | 0 
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in 1 by the admiration of others; . to „6% 
the heart of Oliver. All her views were termi- 
' nated in conquering; the man whom ſhe imagin- 
ed to be my lover; and L never. formed any wiſh 
more ſincerely than that ſhe might ſucceed in her 
undertaking. Had ſhe known how mueh it 
would have rejoiced me to have been rid of Oli» 
ver, without raiſing her indignation, her purſuit 
would have been at an end ; and her hopes of 
triumphing over me being vaniſhed, ſhe would 
| 2 ſo R's have ee for een gte 


OO in en diag 5 3 e ure 
ſtrong fortification, but it was à natural and not 
an artificial defence; for my diſlike to him ws 

unconquerable. Altheugh he found the reſiſt- 
ance too ſtreng for his force, yet, as he had un- 
dertaken it, he would not haſtily give up his 
point? However; Melantha's at. at laſt 
prevailed; yet would not Oliver confeſs] to his 
0 vater He that he was: baſed, but, with a 


ny he impoſed on himſelf the be- 
185 that he had deſerted me as a worthleſs prize 3 


and then he eagerly removed all his forces to fur- 


round another towns in his opinion murh more 
Wor th the taking. 65 10 


Melantha made a rexitlah defence cb dg to 
art; and reſolved to make Oliver take the wed 
- HIRE for 2 POSI her to love; ; yet by ſome 

LL 9 


a 02587) 
' Teerming ingdverientſiohs;i by praiſes of PR Haps 
- pineſs of two lovers, where the affection was re. 
ciprocal, by expreſſtons of her great compaſſion 
for thofe poor creatures who eould not long en- 
hw addreſſes of i lover,” I ſoon found that 
e again fancied: herfelf as much in love with 
_ Oliver, as ſhe had before imagined the was with 
Demetrius. Mer EOS ſts T0 Ei 
Melantha, as 1 have already: aid, 8 90 
a lover as one of the neceſfaries of life and ſhe 
could as eaſily have endured to have dreſt herſelf 
for a ball without a lookipg-glafs,: as to have un- 
dergone the fatigue of breathing without enjoy - 
ing a continual fair repreſentation of herfelf by 
the ſoothing praiſes of ſome admirer.” But what 
an immenſe happineſs was now her lot, Whilſt 
mme enjoyed the thought that ſhe was in poſſeflion 
1 of a mirror which, at one view, repreſented her 
Lf own form in the higheſt degree of beauty; and 
fr that of mine, her acquaintance, and, as the call. 4 
3 we, ber deareſt moſt favourite friend} but little | © 
mort of deformity. | | 
ll TDhe Cxy were ſo excel 855 pleaſeck wich this 4 
p picture, that they forgot. 0 feareh for methods of | 
"—_— Partia. !:< 
Porr. This ceaſing Mirror was Oliver 
to Melantha; and by theſe means for ſome time 
we all enjoyed fome-pleaſure, as it now fell to 
my ſhare, in all parties, freely to enjoy the con - 
verſation of Ferdinand. Oliver and Melantha 
were both continually throwing forth infinua- 
. tions of my being vexed and mortified 3 and-E 
- confeſs that I did not take any. pains to root this 
fallacy from their minds, that I might, unob- 
ſerved, have more 1 to TR oy own in- 8 
clinations. to . 2 
. | | ST, Ar 
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A pretty good ſhare of art that, ſaid the 


Cx v, for one who boaſts of her ſimglicity!/ 
PoxTra. But my real pleaſure ſoon became 
too viſible: for whilſt my whole thoughts. were 
ingroſſed by the various and. pleaſing images 
-raifed in my mind from the converſation of Fer- 
dinend, I did not (for it was not in my power) 
| employ myſelf in inventing new methods'to im- 
poſe on Melantha and her lover the belief that I 
was really grieved for the loſs of Oliver. 

Notwithſtanding the CR Y had fo lately con- 
demned Portia for an artful- behaviour, yet they 
ſcrupled not to deride her for want of common 
diſcretion im not being. able ta keep her own 
counſel ; when Portia, unbeding of their cur 
riſh ſnaps, thus went on: 

PoR TIA. As ſoon therefore as the imnaginar] 
belief of my being hurt by the loſs of Oliver left 
Melantha's mind, like an enraged conqueror it 
vacated: not the town tillʒ it had put to the ſword 
all its peaceful inhabitants, till it had ravaged: 

deen laid: I Joyous e within Ties 
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62 eee W . Re „ yol: 2 
Can you what- e or true e 7 
3 Miziros: 


| pours, uf. The Cav. tio 


1 oh fol R ' 56 T A warn | 


-ELANTHA, at the a the 1 Yon | 
me to Nicanor' s family, knew no more 


. of 6 real character of Ferdinand than if ſhe had 


never been acquainted with him. His humour 


_ foared far above her comprehenſion; and ſhe 


looked on him as à dull kind of a philoſopher, 


who minded very little beſides his books. And 
Oliver, who made it a part of his rule of life-to 
be pallant and polite amongſt the ladies, was 
much more really ſuited to her inclinations. 


The: reaſon I believe why the character of 


ſuch a man as Ferdinand is often miſtaken 1s, 


that he is too eaſily known for the generality of 
mankind to find him out: for ſhooting beyond 


the mark is as certain a method of miſſing the 


aim, as the falling ſhort of it. It is a ſimple 
mind alone that can penetrate a ſingle character; 


and in moſt companies the beſt maſk you can 


wear is always to appear barefaced. For there 


are ſuch numbers amongſt mankind,who will not 
believe but the whole Worn is ſo much of a 


5 eee 


J ²⁰¹ Eo 6 


046] 


| maſquerade ' that no one * to OY in * 
without a diſguiſe, that 'whoever'dares to ſhew 
His face, or rather his mind, in its own natural 


colours, without a maſk, will gain the credit 


(uch as it is I) of only making uſe of a more 
artful refinement in putting on his diſgüiſe: and 
moſt probably every one of his acſſuaintance 


will form a different judgment of him, and each 
will privately Tejoice in the thought of being 


alons. able to trace his real character.. 
When T'becatne fully acquainted ich! Fetdi- | 


r; and recellected ſome of Mela! itha's former 
diſcourſe conderning bim, I was very well con- 


vinced, that had ſhe deen contented to have 
| followed her natural taſte, almoſt any other man 


would, in her eyes, have been „ as a 


__J6verduituinos nm 0 910%. 5 „ 8 
Af a ff > 
few, i n comparifon with the pfefent ok of 
Shim would: be the number bf prepoſterous 
matches! If mankind would be eontented to be 


ation eduld be emlithn bab 


properly claſſed, every Man and woman would 
chuſe the companion mbſt ſuited to give them 
pleaſure. If it was not for the vanity of a man's 
declaring that he hath ſuch! And Tuch'acquiaine- 


ance; or for the dread of what others would fay 
if he had not ſuch nominal friends, who wou 
place themſelves continually in company, where 
they muſt rack their brains to come in for any 
ſhare of the converſation; and for the pleaſures 
of which ſociety they 
reliſti! Wheteas no half mankind waſte their 
time amongſt thoſe with WHem they would leaft 
chuſe to converſe; in order that the abſent „ 
be told that they ure admitted into ſuch a ſociety. 


have not the leaſt taſte or 


And I believe it hogs E K that a man Fa 
. N uy 


mand 
— — 


Abs — 


— 
= 


33? 

Z 

; 
* 5 
1 

: 

15 
{1 


| | 403 "Ph 


| Fully plac 
.be the object of his on pity, only for the gra- 


| tification of thinking himſelf 'the 'obj ft of ane 


cher er, 2 liv een 6 od: 
97 | Melantha, a6-foomavſho teren e con- 


vinced that it was not Olivor, but Ferdinand, on 


Wwhom my heart was truly fixed; took up the 


| noble reſolution. .of ſo cloſely purſuing my ſteps, 
as reſolutely to make herſelf believe that Ferdi- 


nand alſo was the only object of her affections. 


; Could Melantha, by ſome ſuperior power, be 


abliged to declare honeſtly the ſecret ſprings which 
actuated her to fancy herſelf. in loue firſt with 


Demetrius, then with Oliver, and laſtly with 


Ferdinand, 1 could draw up _ her HOP; true 
bin. . 

The Ca v now all "role up. in . like 
the pit at the play: houſe, when they reſolutely 
Perſiſt. in.their.0 FF,— Q#F and declared , that 


| 1 or tia ſhould not De indulged in ſuch mad rave- | 


ries, nor ſuffered to go on, imagining that ſhe 


could dive into the ſecret ſprings which actuate | 


the human heart. But Una, like Neptune, :(as 
deſcribed. in Virgil) With her awful voice made 


the waves of their paſſions to ſubſide (or at leaſt 


forced them to conceal: their rage ;) and as-it is 


her pleaſure to trace the moſt intricate labyrinths 


of the human mind, ſhe deſired Portia to pro- 

ed. 

Pox TIA. I will not pretend to discover more 

Sy of Melantha's heart than what may be fairly de- 
Ae from her actions. Shall I, O Una, . 


only my own obſervations, or may I be permitted 
to ſuppoſe Melantha preſent, and ſpeaking; by 

Las mene, in a more kd e I could 
1 print | 


% 4 * 


+ Virg 1 lib. 0 


e en hen wide -reaſonably 


* 1 „o WY * 5 


Pr eee . no i ao. two ime 4.5. 


alga, 1. 


\ 


— — ccc rok 


'F 10 1 1 | 
paint. all her ſenſations, and throw into Ab. 
every motion of her heart? 

Un It. is tke ſubjet᷑t matter itſelf. ferk 4 
and to..cavil about the manner. of conveying; it 
is.trifling and unneceſlary. - Take therefore that 
method, Portia, by which, in the moſt lively 


and, intelligible manner, you; can Faint he, real 
biftory e of Melantha's mind. N 


The Ca x, although they were forced to ſub⸗ , 
wit, looked full of dread, for fear, what picture 
9 thus left at liberty, might draw, and 
2 ſhe might, by the force of truth, reſtrain to 5 
for. that picture. = 
. ok TIA. Now then ſuppoſe me to be Melan- „ 
| the; and ſpeaking thus. 
Portia, fe THE A5SU MED. CHARACTER. or [ 
Melagtha.] I danced in company with Deme- 
trius at a ball. He was then the partner of my 
e intimate friend Iſabinda, and was generally 
ppoſed to be her lover. I found that evening 
ik my charms had attracted the eyes of Dem ||} 
trius; and by the pretence of viſiting my friend, 
Teafily obtained frequent opportunities of purſue- l 
ing my half-gained: conqueſt, , Iſabinda could 
not pretend to Cope. with; me in beauty; nor, a2 
the. afterwards, found,. In artful. methods of gan- 
ing admiration. Demetrius was pleaſed. to ſee. A 5 
contention for him, and ſoon viſibly gave me 
* e | ar SW at 5 her 
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Gelber ines angus ry 


with Demetrius, and Den 
In ſuch a ſituation, with what contempt 
ok Gown on the trifling . Jo folt by lar 5 


. Pompe x 
- er wy 


all my own; and t niy'owir* ſüperfor ere 8 
cong uelts.” "Secure 


I practiſed the ſpeaki inſulti 
fome cloathed i in ee d 


f the-following lines: n e 


PTY 


metrius very agreeable, and I therefore expeRted 


to ſee her 1 INS 6d . her ſnares to entrap | 
ber; as. 1 Had before done te get e I a, 
| binda; my former friend. I ad too Soo an 
Hpbimon of myſelf, and at firſt tod Tow am dpini · 


dm of Portia, te fear experiencing the” fate of 


Ifabinda. Ire joiced therefore in che approaching 


re T had formed of ſeeing Portia in 8 
trius 3 15 


A ©. S443 3% 1 


or any 2 hero, in the ent of 


In the moſt compleat victory ry gained by. 2 


| ke heto, every foldier that attends his triumph: 


re followed" him in the feld 


al car, having k 


of battle, has a right te clafem ſome mare in bis 


ry ; but in the victories Taim at the glor 


alone am F indebten For m 
as I believed myſelf of this trium n oe Portia, 
ſpeeches, 
ü others in 
their native colours: L. intended Toon” to hav 

thought Ee ned Yap: | 22 6 


Bop. Obs BOT 
pa ION HOO”: ud. Tot. none 


If there's delight in ove! "uh 8 0 D g od 


f The heart, Which ochers bleed for, bleed ber me; 


. } 


45 But ala! Gu mage of rar pte 1100 7 Falſe] in 


my mind coneerning Portia 11 5 Fa 
| foon reverſed; and the” Whole comegy, 6 one 


unlucky eireumffafſcc, Was turned into a. tr; 


ged 
in my n kor inſtead of Portia liking De- 


metrjus, 


* — 


; en Der 


— Ginjratan ene de difiket'tim;/ = 
and he was not diſpleaſed with her. Now in- 
deed las the children ſay) doomſday was come 1 
what: could d marry the man that Portia, 
who paſſes for a man of ſenſe; diſlikes] forbidd 
its pride h ſorbid it; vanity l: yet abſolutely to part 
with Demetrius, vrhilſt I haue no other lover to ad- 
mire me; what: woman of ſpitit can bear that! 
Well might I ſay that a tragedy was acting in my 
mind; for had Iloſt all my relations, or Been driv- 
en tothe utmoſt diſtreſs, I could not have felt a 
deeper:forrow.i Nori could I, in chis affliction, ſend 
to: alla my ſtiends, that they might pattaxe my 
grief: for the true cauſe of my tears I would not 
fer the world Havenrevealed, and an apparent 
cauſe; was not at that time to be found. My 
perplexity Was ſo great I knew not which way to 
turn myſelf, not what method to purſue, till I 
perceived: that Oliver was come à lover of Por 
tia's. Now ron unwas the word.. Phe 
hare was ſtarted. I forgot all my love for De- 
metrius, and had the pleaſure of diſcarding him, 
before he had viſibly deſerted me; I cannot ſay 
this hurt him quite ſo much as I wiſhed it ſhould; 
and at; another time this thought would have 
| grieved: me enough to have induced me te the 
trial of bringing him bark again i into my chains: 
but now) Oliver was my purſuit; and all other 
images were loſt in the rapturous thougbt, that 
82 Portia's lover might yet become mine. I muſter- 
Ih: ed all my forces; I laid out all my ſnares; and 
in my artifices ſucceeded. ſo well, that in a ſhort 
58 time I carried my point. Por ti Sewn rel 
ne e teh; en ant 
Here the eyes of the Cum! brighteried: up to 
1 ſuch a degree, and 15 were ſo charmed with - 
us, | ;Vor. I. N . 
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5 EI imagination of Portia” 0 negle | 
tthat they could hardly contain from giving a n 
Fathizing ſhout of joy on Melantha's triumph. 


= — ap, 226 — 
3 = A _— E 9 9 8 — - — n —_ Fs 2 8 2 — — « K 
— rm — q C — — —— EAR — — Wn = 2 ay — — — — — 2 _ * _ = = = 2 = — 5 os — GE 5 ES — ren< > m eo nd pes 
— —— p RE EIS — F oft Ben ME S * . SES ES IS —— RF Wa ary * 1 —— — 8 RT, 0 W Dr 
—— — —— VEE EET CE EET ers ST x. % Mons i he ee R * 2 * = F 9 1 2 B — r * A P . - * * 
5 2 . n c 5 F . i N a 
: " 9 — Derne ern ack — I 
: « * 3 a 22 . err r - 1 
” 9 TIES AA oe FINS IS 2D es, org * — 5 C l 
» . 
1 


116047 


Portia perceived the inward pleaſures-dancing 
At their hearts, and thus went on 

PogkrIA. [IX DHE ASSU NEU CHARACTER 
ar Melantha. Now perfectly ſecure of my 
triumph, it coſt me many a wakeful night in 
order to form ꝓroper replies to the reproaches 1 
expected. to hear. from the mouth of Portia; and 


1 AJ. was prepared alſo.with inſulting words U 


paſſion, if her vexation for her diſappointment: 


had, been vented in . tears. | But finding no re- 


proaches. to flow from her lips, no tears to burſt: 


from her eyes, 4 hugged myſelf for ſome time 
bon the diſcovery. that ſhe was, the moſt artful of 
| womanking. - Thus I receiyed ſome pleaſure in 
thinking what pain Portia muſt undergo; not 


only from the loſs of her lover, but from the la- 


| bour of concealing her rage and reſentment at my | 
Happineſs. This pleaſing imagination I enjoyed 


nor long.; for truth farced itſelf into my mind 


(forced, I may well ſay, for never willingly did 
I invite ſuch a gueſt into my. boſom) and. jt ap 


peared but too plainly that I-had been-labourin 
to effect what Portia moſt - ardently --wiſh 


| namely, to be freed from the addreſſes of Oliver, 
and by thoſe means to be more at liberty to con- 


verſe freely with his brother Ferdinand. | 
Words of rage (as 1 had no one to enk to) 1 


# e not utter; and, on this .cruel diſappoint- 
ment, tears of paſſion were my only relief. Oli- 


ver now grew deteſtable in my eyes: and, with- 
out conſidering whether deſignedly or not, 1 


| looked on him as the cauſe of my miſery. All 
my love for him took. the n progreſs of ſuch 
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low, and turned into an inveterate inward hid - 
Iftred. 1 too much dreaded his reſentment to 
: _thew it outwardly ; but reſolved; as faſt as poſ- 
ble, to withdraw my part of that mutual 8 
9 which I a little before nien had linked our 


5 - hearts | in ones 
Some time ago I would not for the univerſe : 

1 - have encouraged one favourable thought of any _ 
| man who had not perfuaded me to love him; 
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although I was always ready to ſpread out my | 
b ſnares, in order to induce him to ſet about ſuch hl; 
t a work of perſuaſion: but I now ſaw Portia, 9 
— without any flattering addreſs, plainly preferring | 
* the converſation of Ferdinand to that of * |. 
e other man; and, without any diſguiſe, appear- | 
if ing fo pleaſed with his company, that it was | 
n eaſy to perceive her heart was not untouched i 
t: with an affection for him. Shall Portia then, 1 
—— thought I, do any thing which I dare not at: ⁵ 
7 tempt? T will ſhew the world that Melantha 4 
d' | Hath as much generous love to beſtow as Portiaa | 
f : Ferdinand ſhall have it all; and I will convinces | 
ic | Him how great a right I have to a return of his 
o love, by the extravagances I will act to prevent — 
5 his beſtowing his heart upon another. This re- Wl 
* ſolution for the inſtant gave me ſome pleafurez || 
ny but T confeſs that, ever fince I have given way to = 
n- | this generous paſſion, I live in a continual terror = 
2:46 Teſt any one ſhould fuſpect that T am in love with | 1 
1 || Ferdinand, and that he doth not return it.. 
t- am afraid f my own contempt, afraid of the 11 
li- || contempt of others, afraid of Portia's ſucceſs, } 
h- yet afraid that were my wiſhes to ſucceed T ad - 
I } enjoy no great happineſs with ſuch a man as 
All Ferdinand: but moſt of all Tam afraid that me; Þ 
1 ne enjoy 15 n without . W 
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Wort, T am all over frights, FIRES horrors,” EN 
4orments. My mind is become the ſeat of civil 
i war, where raging tyrants by turns oppreſs me, 
and put to the ſword Every" thought of peace 
Within my boſom. 
This laſt picture of hair e Melantha 
ſo. diſpleaſed the CRV, that they inſiſted on it 
that Portia had falſly and maliciouſly repreſented 
E her-: but as all ſhe had been ſaying was only the 
85 reverie of a wild imagination, Portia was too 
mad, they ſaid, to know of whom. or of what 
the had been calking: . 
Portia declared that Una ſhould be. Jin judges 
from what ſhe had already related, Joined to 
what would hereafter appear, whether the ima - 
ginary repreſentation of Melantha's mind and 
motives to her actions might not be July Joltifis 
ed, as not exceeding the truth.. 
Dna allowed that the repreſentation Was in» 
Jerd very ftrong s but Melantha having, in ſo 
| ſhort à time, fancied herſelf in love with three 
different men, in ſome meaſute ſeemed to Aae | 
850 likeneſs of the mental picture. | 
PozxTia; From Melantha herſelf 1 had. the 
ent of her getting away Demetrius from her 
5 friend Iſabinda, with many pointed circumſtan- 
ces, which FL. feared would be tedions to relate, 
This exploit uſed to be her favourite boaſt; and 
this indeed gave me at firſt the clue do Melanthas 
Character. In the beginning of our acquaintance 
we were both very young, being near of the 
ſiame age, and both under ſeventeen. And very 
little do girls know of each others real diſpoſiti- 
ons till a lover ſets the fecret ſprings in motion, 
= 55 then ate the workings of the heart truly diſ- 
covered. al nat e 1 t of Melantha ; wry 
We 61 6 
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been friay gathered from her own' words, af. 
though many times ſhe hith been perfectly _igno- 
rant, 2 believe, of the force of her own language. 
Una then faid that the remaining part of the 
Kory would undoubtegly, prove, Whether Portia 


Was miſtaken or not in her repreſentation of 
Aelantha, and it was neoeſſary therefore to at- 
tend with candor. 


The Cx, though ever ſo unwilling 1 to wait 


to the end before they paſſed their final condem- 
nation of Portia, were, as uſual for the preſens 


| awed by Una into lence. * : * Fs 4234 
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PORTIA. 


Our in ſome time (as well as Melan- 
tha) was forced into the Knowledge that 
Ferdinand was the only true object of my choice; 
and that nothing could have given me more plea- 
ſure than being thus rid of the importunity of his 
paſſion. Oliver could not but perceive that his re- 
gular ſiege, guided by all his wiſe maxims, had 
made no impreſſion on me (for to perſuade me 
that he could be the object of my love was an at- 
tempt which muſt be bafffed) and this ſent him to 
beſet Melantha. There indeed he had the greateſt 
proſpect of ſucceſs; the gariſon was betrayed from 
within; but the bribe to bepaid for that treachery 
was Oliver's being my accepted lover. The bribe 
failed, and on the diſcovery that Ferdinand, 
and not Oliver, was my choice, the garriſon 
rallied its forces, the attaek from without was 
vigorouſly beat off: and thus in a ſhort time was 
Oliver, in ſpite of his wiſe maxims, twice re- 
pulſed ; and twice repulſed in favour of the very 
man | by the world to whom bs had the greateſt 
5 | averſion: 
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Fer ; 
Sirfonr for: neither the head br heart of Fer- : 
Apa could. give him the leaſt opportunity off 
enjoying the thought of his own ſuperiorityy 
nor ſuffer: him with any ſhew of: reaſon to cen-" 
+ ſure. or. condemn bis brother's conduct. This 
forced: him op? the inſupportable labor of ende: 
ouring to find faults in Ferdinand for which 
there was no foundation: forced him, 1 ſay , for” 
te never once admitted the thought that it was 
poſſible to let thoſe: endeavours alone, It was 
cruel 'in Ferdinand that he would not diſmiſs 
every innocent, and eonſequently every pleaſing: 
thought from his boſom): wiſely inviting! the 
Fu RBA there | to. take up their habitation, in 
__ order to qealify himſelf for accepting the honour” 
of his brother's friendſhip; But Oliver doubled 
his care to conceal from Ferdinand his real'hatredd 
in proportion as it ivereaſed in his mind: for h:. 
had not ſtudied political? maxims to ſd very little 
purpoſe, as not to know: that ſmall} it the miſ⸗ 
chief which can come from an open enemy, in 
compariſon of that which is perpetrated under 
the cloak of profeſſed: friendſhip' The ſerpent 
muſt be admitted clofe to: the boſom before he 
can dart his ſtings into the heart. It is from the 
falſe pretences of affection that flow moſt of tbe 
evils, in human life; The knowledge of this 
ttuth Oliver held in the higheſt admiration, and 
ſo. far reduced it to practice, that he endeavoured 
by every: means in his power to impoſe on Fer- 
_ dinand; and to make him believe his profeſſions* _ 
_ of. kindneſs. But the TU&BA, being forced to 
hide their ſnaky heads, twiſted and wreathed - | 
themſelves round his heart, ſo as to keep him in 
” Perpetual: torture. Whilſt mankind, or any 
8 of: chem; act thus, BEDLAN ought to be 
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than to A Portia, — they had diſcovered in 


77 272 7 Eh 
ad; and the en of madnefs ſhould not 
be confined to one and PRES: the leaſt yr 


b of ME 55 


The . Cotrdaliputoli added: to che . A 
eaftncf of Oliver, by the preference ſhe viſibly 
gave Ferdinand in her affections; for true affecti- 


on is very apt to point towards its proper object: 


this raiſed in his mind an inveterate hatred againſt 
his truly inoffenſive fiſter ; but he ſcorned to be 

at the trouble of profeſſing kindneſs towards her, 
Af generally aſſumed an haughty ſuperiority, 
treating her as a weak filly girl, much below his 
notice. This was the view alſo in which Me- 


luantha at firſt confidered her; although when ſhe 


found how much I was delighted with the com- 
pany of Cordelia, ſhe would ſeldom ſuffer me to 


enjoy that pleaſure without adding herfelf to the 
party, and this out of e ee e ol to her 


dear Cordelia. TEES 2s SEL SITE YG, 
Melantha, in wales to-follow my goth; anch; to 


J endeayour at appearing agreeable to this her new 


Jover, (as.in her own hopes and imagination ſhe 


had formed him) could not, as ſhe had hitherto 
done, tread the beaten road of fondneſs, jealou- 
ſies, rages, and all ſorts of paſſions; for ſhe had 


ſenſe enough to ſee the impoſſibility of ſucceeding 
by ſuch methods with Ferdinand: ſhe''endea- 


voured therefore to adopt all my ſentiments, 
- which, till her high admiration of me com- 


menced, ſhe had e es au treated wich 
. 7% 6 

The CRY began all to de: fot in Ae o - 
vioking, nodding, toſſing their heads, ſneering, : 


and dropping broken ſentences: but the purport 


of all their words and geſtures was nothing more 


her 


— TO TT er COT 


berg 
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heran ab vanity in imagining that he J 


ſentiments were worth adopting. © 


PogT1a. But this Melantha did 10 very 
Aukwarqly, that the ſentiments ſhe adopted fitted 5 


"her as ill as borrowed robes. Beſides (as is, gene- 
rally the caſe with borrowed. garments) by en= 


*deavouring to make them appear her own, ſhe - 


took them in at one part and let them out at an- 
other, ſnortened them, lengthened them, and 


ſo transformed them, that with difficulty. could | 
the right, owner Claim them as her own. For 
example; becauſe I ſaid I ſhould not be jealous, 


Melantha: declared, that ſhe could never believe 
her own eyes, in ſeeing that a man preferred an- 


other woman before her. Becauſe I deelared, 
that I ſhould wiſh the happineſs of the man 1 
loved, although he made another woman his 
ehoice,. and would rather exert my utmoſt power 


to increaſe his happineſs, than to take one grain 
from his felicity: Melantha reſolving to ſoar 


above me, ſolemnly proteſted (how truly let her 


- eonſcience inform her). that ſhe ſhould not onl 
'wilh the happineſs of the man ſhe loved, Bn, 
he was attached to another woman ; but that 
ſhe would endeavour by her perſuaſions to pre- 


vail with any woman he liked to beſtow her 


affections on him; and if want of fortune ſtood 
in the way of their happineſs, Melantha would 


part, ſhe ſaid, with all her own property, with- : 
-out ave herſelf a moffel of. bread, in order 


to make them happy. : 


The Cxy, who (as before obſerved); are very | 
ſeldom inclined to beſtow applauſe, were now ſo. 
liberal of it on this proteſtation of Melantha's, 


that they were at a loſs to find words by which 
they might extol it * enough for their own 
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- Ktisfaction- Their approbation, like win ne at 
the miſer's feaſt, flowed very profuſely ; for, 


like the miſer, they could well afford plenty from 
a veſſel which they ſo ſeldom tapped. For al- 


though they were ready at all times to load Por- 
- tia's ſentiments with the words REFINED, IM. 
"POSSIBLE, &c. yet never would they allow the 
leaſt refinement or abſurdity in the prepoſterous 


ſentiments or actions of one of their own race, 
who was aukwardly and affeRedly e ge 


e and ee love. 
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PpORTIA 


CO fir aid Melantha's fancy of „Neige my 

J ſhadow. benefit our ſociet va that ſhe Cept a 

| much ſtronger guard than uſual over her paſſions; 
he indulged not thoſe frequent ſallies of pettiſn- 


\ neſs. which we had often ſeen in her, and as 


much as; poſſible reſtrained her very eyes from 
; caſting about malignant glances. Ferdinand bad 
made no declaration of love to either of us, but 
1 fancied he rather ſeemed in his inclination to 
prefer Melantha. (Now a ſudden fluſh of joy 
ruſhed into the countenances of the CRV.) But 
his behaviour was unexceptionable. 1 never 
imagined (as I have ſaid before) that my affect 
jon for him gave me any right of debarring him 
the privilege of choice: but notwithſtanding the 


appearance of his liking Melantha, my uncom- 


mon confidence in the judgment of Ferdinand 
induced me to believe that he loved me -moſt, 
TO I much NPY deſerved his love. 


Bees ch., xxi. ver. Wy 


: f +: 
. $i * * Ft 5 
0 8 "Mhry a « 
Ls 4 


| 


— 
n e 
n 


* — ag 
e 
3 Ke IE ITS 


Wind roinnmu prope yp _ — — Wa > 4 — * 
— . — j — Derr r OT em — 5 — 
— . c. 5 c 


4 
5 
. rr 


9 
—— 
— 
Fay Abt 


—— — 


— 


- > 4 


— . 


——— 
— 
2 


. oe Oe 


— 
— 


1 
2 
iv 
| 
1 
. 
3} 
1 
n 
t 
? 


And then they all fat down at nk, ak 


. 7 
14 
1 
+ 
6: 1.508 
" * 
4 
O40 
1 
Ay. » 
£ $; 5 
11 
i 
1 
|, 1 
" 1.8 
q 4 
2 1 
r 
. 
10% 
4 4 bf 
35 8 
11 
1 
11 wn 
1 
— . 
Ten pe! 
„ 
18 
+ : . 
„ 
1 Bi 
5 be 
17 1 
„ 
42 
1 
1 138 
1 
14 
1 
wa 
„ . 
- [#. © 
1 
2 
41 411 1K 
1388 
1198 
r 
1.6 
15 
1 
1 . 
$28, 
14 
ME 
1 
it) £4 
1 1 
1 
bo "4 
ht! 
* 
1 
27 1 s 
1? 
\ bY 
- . 
1 ! 1 
1:19 


—̃ y— —— tne OP - 
— —— — — — — 
— 5 r 
r . —— —— 
IRE III . 
Ix Ra LN. — 
0 
. 5 + * 3 tm 8 N 
Ser eee 
CDC: ND LIONS — 5 F FN 
4 


Bo 
ä — —— 
I _— — >” > — 
= — — — Oz 
8 ye, ages. — 8 = — 


—— 
wa ln Cot 
$2 I 3 
— rg ES 

r eee 


r — ͤ-— ae i > 
© ** * 


Ts 'T 276 
The rapture of the Cx v now roſe to ſuch > 

| Heat. that they could ſcarcely contain it within 
bounds. They were convulſed with the 
. of this farther proof of Portia's vanity, 
and knew not which way "beſt td expreſs their 
triumph. This is the dy, faid half a dozen of 
them together, who juſt now imputed all her 
neighbour's actions to vanity. (This was really 
not true, but truth was the laſt thing thought 
of in the Cxy's accuſations againft Portia.) 
Half a dozen more aſſerted, that no human being 


Was without a large ſhare of vanity, and brought 


this declaration of Portia's to juſtify their aſſert- 
ion, Some were reſolved to prove that a tree 


could bear both good and evil fruit, and their 
clamorous diſcourſe; was continually interlarded- 
with ſuch expreſſions , as theſe—!Tis MY, opi- 


nion— for My part— I think I own, Ne. 


their heads (a favourite” motion with the Cry | 
and, as if ſeized with a fudden compaſſion fot 
Portis, faid, *Tis pity—tis great wir but we 


Are all liable to think too well of our elves I'va- 


nity is a ſad thing T few of us are ſenſible of our 


own! imperfections! we none of us are acq lainted 
. With ourſelves | pF we ſhould, learn to now ur- Z 


ſelVes, Portia, befote we declare. dur minds free 


- from vanity. , 


PORTIA. Mankind In general too well know 
themſelves, and the. labor lies not in "finding 


themſelves out, but in hiding themſelves. There 
1 a8 Fat db diſtinction between the poſſefling | 
any 

| MM makes between a man's believing, and 


2972 


ow ledge, and knowing We poſleſs l it, as 


only thinking that he believes. Many a. perſon 
* Moliete's * who talked proſe 2 


tren 


As, and yet was far advanced in years before he 


Enew what proſe was: When Cicero and other 
Philoſophers: ſpeak of the difficulty of knowing 
gqurſelves,. thoſe learned and ingenious men mean, 

IJ believe, the difficulties we muſt encounter in 

order to reſtrain our inclinations,” and command 

ur paſſions within ſuch bounds as will enable us 
boldly to acknowledge to-ourſelves any pravity in 
our own minds, without wanting te impoſe it 


on others for ſv. much goodneſs. Thus we catch 
at the writings: of philoſophers, and interpret 


the cowardice of our diſpoſitions in hot daring 


to behold: our own- hearts, inte a* difficulty off 


finding out its defects. If we really know nat 
bur own hearts, it is not becauſe we cannot; but 
becauſe we will not attain that knowledge. Such- 


à wilful blindneſs is indeed the darkeſt and moſt _ 


incurable; for, according to an old 'Engliſhs 
proverb, Who: Ip: ny as thoſe that will nog 
„ fee 7 I 10161 102-238-455. 


UNI That 2 ware: 0b under dancing oftins 


ies in the II, Chriſt himſelf witneſſes, when 


he ſays to- the ſtubborn· hearted In ws, who: 


would! not admit his: doctrine; „Eyes have you. 


* and: ſee: not; ears have you and e nor? * 


„ neither WI L ye underſtand .)“ 
The Cx v dared not atifiver Una; gh were Seiz 


raged to their very {6uli>at' her approbation of 

Portia „and her ſanctify ing that approbation with 
a text of fkripture; an authority which they 

| Wenge aſhamed to acknowledge, yet afraid to 
eontradict. For ſhould they confeſs! its. weight, 
that was, as they ĩmagined „to confeſs-the- weak - 
neſs of their own unaided reaſon, which: pride 
Forbad! and pofitively to deny its ſanction was 
5 e more * 3 the 

&r 
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er eurrent of Wa In ilonce therefore 
they ſuffered Port ia to proceed⸗ 8 | 
Porr: Mankind will ſeldom. be at- the 

trouble to cleanſe their minds, and throw out 
from thence that confuſed heap of lumber, which | 
is accumulated by ſuffering every roving.paſſio 
Le bring thither what ind ulged: inclination. it- 
pleaſes. It is, in my opinion, a much greater 
labor they undertake, when they empley their 
time in ſecreting their litter: for the old pro- 
verb is true, that THE FIIST TROUBLE ISO» 
TRE LEAST, and that LAZY" PEOPLE MAKE 
TREMSETVES MOST wok k. It would be im- 
poſſible for mankind to take ſuch: pains for: the 
hiding their trumpery, if they were not con- 
ſeious it was there. For, as Shakeſpear ſays, 
Ihe quality of nothing hath not ſuch need to 
4 hide ſelf, „en keep in their minds, as 
mm} as in their houſes, a private corner, into 
Which they are continually cramming all things 
diſagreea ble to their ſight; endeavouring by this 
method to conceal their rubbiſh from their own : 
view, as well as from that of their neighbours, - 
In their latter attempt they. ſometimes ſucceed, - 
but in the former they are conſtantly baffled, It 
is this conſciouſneſs, this knowledge of ourſelves, 
that renders us ſuſpicious, captious, angry, ſpite- 
7 Ful—In ſhort, innumerable is the; train. of - evils - 
| edge that we do not 
5 deſerve Kt ag and from the fear that we ſhall 
not therefore obtain it. I wiſh it was true, in 
the literal ſenſe of the words, that men did not 
know themſelves, unleſs amendment ſurely. fol- : 
lowed that knowledge. If this was true, they 
would not be perplexed with ſo many anxious 
fears „ nor enraged with anger that others 4. 5Y 
8 00 
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dlink of them 25 they wiſh. If men did not 
know themſelves, or had no private corner ins 

their minds, which they were-afraid ſhould be : 
laid open, I believe there would-be total end of 
all enmity whatever : for, -if- we hid a-real ſet-- 
tled good opinion of our own merit, -another's- 
miſtake would neither give: us pain, nor raiſe our 
Indignation. The compliment we ſhould' pay 

to our judgments would: be our ſatisfaction, 

zs it is now the ſame compliment (by which we 

know it is no miſfake), that ſets alt the uA 
at work in our boſoms. 


Aſk the beautiful miſs—if at a maſquerade ſhe © 


3 be told by any man, that he was ſure her 
mask concealed an ugly face, whether ſhe would 


not find ſuch a pleaſure in knowing him to be 


_ miſtaken in his gueſs, as would diſarm all her 


anger; and, whether this agreeable conſciouſneſs - 


would not induce her to continue her diſecurſe 
with him in ſuch high good- humour, as woukl _ 
eonvince him as fully of his miſtake, as if ſne wass 


even to unmask? But ſhould a man chance to 
hit the right nail on the head in ſuch-an-uncivil 


attempt to ſhew his penetration, his conviction, 
that he was not out in his gueſs, would be, in all 
probability, full as ſtrong by the behaviour of 
the enraged mask, who had no beautiful face to 

- hide. For, ſtung. to the quick by finding her 
1 diſguiſe of no real uſe to her, ſhe would, it is 
moſt likely, ſhew her reſentment by turning 
fſuddenly on her heel in the higheſt wrath and 

_ indignation at the impertinence of the ſaucy BG. 
low's ſuppoſition. That woman, however, at 

a maſquerade, who doth. nor on the like ocea- 
ſion ſhew the reſentment above-mentioned, is, 
we "my n F either very handfome or 

Bo ens . 
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very bc and contented with rot. 
n no large ſhare of beauty, _ | 

Proverbs (fays'Mr. Addifon). are formed ow 
the univerſal conſent of mankind, built on ex- 
perience. The common proverb, that it is the 
ldd horfe that winches on being touched, is a 
proof that the having a ſore place is | neceſſary to 
render the being touched painful. 

1 believe it might eaſily be Pere that the 
darkeſt ignorance concerning our minds is not 
productive of half the evils as is the knowledge 
of ourſelves, unleſs we could ſtrike at the root of 

the diſeaſe, and bear without pain the fight of 
what we neceſſarily are; adding the trouble alſo 
of removing, as much as poſſible, whatever is 
noxious from our breaſts. But when we tofs 
about the ſayings of philoſophers, and do not 
take care to enter into their true meaning, we 
zonly diſguife and cover over falfhood by the 
function of acknowledged authority. It would, 
ein my opinion, be an ill compliment to thoſe 
philoſophers, who dwell fo ſtrongly on the diffi- 
Jeulty of knowing ourſelves, to ſuppoſe they could 
have any other meaning than that the difficulty 
is: raiſed: by the perverſeneſs of our inclinations, 
and our want of /candorito own even to ourſelves 
the truths which we have diſcovered, rather than 
from any 8 in our natures for fuch 
knowledge. | 
dhe CkY. ſtood all thi. wth gaping t 
ſtaring on each other as if they wanted to catch 
Portia's meaning: but, inſtead of preſerving the 
candor which ſhe had been; juft recommending, 
they were in reality not endeavouring to under- 
ſtand her words, but to cenſure them; not to- 
examine her e load them with | 
„ | 9 abuſe. | 
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nile: Firſt, they : accuſed her of 1 talking above © 
_ their comprehenſion ; ; in the next breath, they 
denjed the poſſibility « of her doing ſo then again 
would they affert that the did not underſtand 
Ber; but, in the conelufion, they all ſet them-- 
felves bard at work at proving that the fault 124 
not in their want of candor or eapacity, but 
ber want of meaning. In the moſt taunting 
language ſhe was now abuſed for her boldneſs in 
foaring ſo far qut of her depth as to meddle at all 
with the philoſophers, whom they would infi= 
. "nuite were placed in the clouds, not to be look- 1 
ed at by any mortal, eſpecially by female eyes; 
and with pretended humility thiy talked of ſuch: 
writings as if calculated for the peruſal of ſome” 
other ſpecies beſides their own, who had nothing; 
to do but to ſtand at a diſtance and admire. 
PoRFIA. Since, O ye Car, you are ſo of- 
| "Wiſes at my mentioning the philoſophers,” 
"will tell you a N ſtory to illuſtrate my 
meaning. 
A merchant in the city had three daughters. 
They had every one of them ſeparate apartments 
and the father of theſe girls inſiſted on it that 
each of them ſhould keep her own apartment | in 
decent order. 
Miſs Betty, the eldeſt; was a flut; and, in- 
"Reba of making every "thing clean, ſhe "uſbd 
herſelf to the lazy odious cuſtom of thruſting, 
about what was dirty into cloſets,. cupboards, - 
ns and corners. 
Miss Nanny, the ſecond ſiſter, was properly 
| a flattern. She bad a careleflneſs in her diſpoſt= 
1 tion, which might be oppoſed. to exact neatneſs, 
bub not & to decent cleanlineſs. 885 Mig ; 
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ie Jenny, the youngeſt, always VARY tar 


ES: and her apartments: perfectly neat and tidy. { 
Ole day it chanced that Miſs Betty had 5 
viſitors. As ſoon as ſhe heard them at the door” 


ſhe was all confuſion, running here and there to 


fill her hiding places, and to make her rooms 
appear tolerabſy decent. She had but juff re- 
5 covered herfelf, and was ſeated. ith. her age" 


- - ® :;+ 


jn, . anP the or a x and- LEM to 1M 
\ gueſts ſuch a ſlut's hole as made Betty colour” 
Tike ſcarlet, and tremble in every Joint- with the 
ſhame of ſuch'a-diſeovery. She bad, however, 
ſo much command of herſelf as to fay nothing: 


for the preſent. But no ſooner were the viſitors 


gone, than ſhe began to abuſe her ſiſter ſo Joudly” 
and immoderately, that it was impoſſible for 
Jenny to be heard one word in her own defence. 


At laſt, when Betty was out of breath, and 
could talk no longer, Jenny, in the mildeſt | 


terms, aſſured her that ſhe intended-not any of- 
fence; ſhe humbly begged her pardon, and ſaid 


every thing, ſhe e think of to appeaſe her 


ſiſter's Wrath: but all in vain! for it was the 
diſcovery of her own trumpery which had raiſed* 
her anger; nor could the innocence of Jenny's 
intentions by any means be proved to a mind ſo 


enflamed with Wrath, and ſo irritated by vexa- 


tion. Betty, from this time forward, took a' 
moſt inveterate hatred to her ſiſter Jenny; „ nor 
ever afterwards ſaw her entering the room wWith- 
dut looking aſcance at her, as thinking ſhe was 
come with a malicious intention of ee 


more of her dirty ways. 1 33 


Wii. 
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win any one ay that Betty did not vhs the” 
late of her o.]. Spanten but fancied they 
were quite clean when ſhe ated thus? I ſhould 
rather be inclined to pronounce, that it was con- 
ſciouſneß, and not ignorance, that, on the licht 


_ 0 Jenny, raifed” all this Hurly burly in N 


mind. 
Miss Nanny, whenever her ſiſters came into 
er apartments, and found fault with a few ſcat-: 
Avred things that lay about the room through 
careleſſneſs; was not angry, but rather obliged 
to them for aſſiſting her in putting her rooms in- 
order: Namy knew that there was no more to 
de diſcovered than what was viſible before their 
eyes; and therefore had neither fear nor. anger in 
her mind at their approach. . 
Little Jenny, i in whoſe apartments no real 
fault was tö be found, dreaded not the niceſtt 
ferutiny; nor ſuffered any emotion from the- 
reſtleſs inſpection of her ſiſter Betty into every” 
cloſet, cupboard; and cbrner of her rooms. 
One day when Betty was ſearching about, and 
carrying a' broom to ſweep where there was no 
duſt, ſhe ſtruck her ſiſter Jenny ſuch a blow on 
the head as almoſt ſtunned 1 3 but when Betty 
aſſured her that the blow was accidental, Jennys 
unſuſpicious and friendly mind was ſoon appeaſed,. 
and perfectly contented, When Betty had for a 
long time ſearched*for dirt and litter; and all to 
no purpoſe, ſhe fell into the ſtrangeſt whim Jever 
Heard of. She would not give credit even to her 
on eyes, but (thinking no dòubt on the trum- 
pery in her own apartments) inſiſted on it that it 
was utterly impoſſible for any place to be fo clean 
a. Eany $ rooms ts to de. dhe was poſt-- 
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| Hive, ſhe Ga that it was Tranny s more artful 


manner of hiding her litter from her acquaint 
ance, that made her paſs upon the world for a 


_ Heat and decent woman. 


* 


Behind this bulwark af Jenny's 8 ſuppoſed bypos 
eriſy and cunning did Betty intrench herſelf, and 
often would ſhe ſay,: that for her part ſhe did 


not pretend to ſuch perfection; and ſince all 


© mankind had dirt in their apartments, thoſe 


& were in her opinion the moſt honeſt, who did 
40 
« not, by hiding it quite away, impoſe upon” 
' the "oct a belief that they had none. 
Let no one, preſume to ſay, that this was not 
19080 ng herſelf : for Betty was conſcious of the 
falſehood of her aſſertion, and was thoroughly 
convinced that Jenny had really no dirt or diſor- 


der in her apartments. Betty ſaid this becauſe 
me had an inclination te ſay it, and that ver 


_ Inclination- aroſe from a knowledge of its falle- 


Hood. . 
Betty is the man who inviting the tURBAy 


eoliivitivg every degree of evil in his mind, con- 


fcious of His own turpitude, lives a life of * 


for fear of being diſcovered, and therefore ſuſ- - 


peas and hates every one around him. 


Nanny is the man, who through carelelivets | 
and love of pleaſure is guilty of faults, but doth 
not love nor cheriſh: them. 

Jenny is the man, who: cheriſhing the DEX» 
'TRA With a true chriſtian ſpirit, keeps his con- 


1 ſcience clear, and his heart free from one mali“ 


eious thought; who barricades his breaſt againſt 


the TuRBA, and with watchful care e 
their moſt diſtant e 1 | 


The 


ſuch low and indeficate ſtuff: but recollecting 


apply the characters of miſs Nanny and miſs 


„ 
be elf now changed their canton, 8 


_ cenſuring Portia for meddling with the philoſo- 


-phers, into a defire of abuſing her for talking 


that ſhe had opened to them a door for the ad» - 
miration of their own-wiſdom, in extracting a 


meaning from the moſt trifling tale; unheeding 


of her own general and philoſophic explanation 
of her ſtory, they each began narrowly to 


Betty to ſome one or other of their own female 


Acquaintance-: but as to the character of Jenny, 
they denied it to have any exiſtence in na- 


ture. 


PoR TIA. You 1000 ſhewn me, O ye eas. 
that beſides the wok DD To THE vPLGAR, and 
the woxD To THE WIsE, which may be found, 
in all good fables, there is alſo a woxD To 
nE MALICLOUS:: for no other name can be 


given.to ſuch a narrow application as you have 


made of the merchant's daughters. But to ex- 


tract private libels from public ſatire hath ever 
been the office of malevolence and folly. | 
The Cxx, exceſſively nettled at Porriz's laft 


_ obſervation, declared it as their opinion, that 
all ſhe had ever ſaid of the woxD To TRE 


WISE was ftark nonſenſe, and uttered with a 

vain deſire of ſetting off her own wiſdom. _ 
Pok TIA. If any thing I have advanced can 

give the leaft offence, or bear the interpretation 


Fou now inſinuate, I will gladly change the 


WORD TO THE WISE into the WORD TO THE 
LEARNER, it being, I confeſs, in one reſpect, a 
much properer ohraſe : for whoever is above e- 
cxiving inſtruction couched in fables, as a learn» 
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ſer for all the knowledge 


will never be the w 
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"PORTA. 


E Car were ſo „„ all 
1 their attempts to confuſe and confound. 
Portia? Siſentiments baffled, and: their own male 
volence detected, that. they .could net bear the 
ſight. Suddenly therefore they turned their eyes 
another way z they -rtcallefted Portia's ſay ing, 
that ſhe thought herſelf more deſerving than Me- 
Hlantha of the love of Ferdinand they ſtill 
hugged eloſe the idea of her inſufferable vanity.3 
.Cenſured her for having amuſed them with a 
heap of contradictions, and then concluded with 
a repetition of the new diſcovery, namely, that 
vanity is the only actuating motive, in the hu- 
man mind.; by which, had they ſpoke plainly, 
they intended to confine cheir meaning to. the 
mind of Portia only. _ 

Pox rA. I do not perceive in what manner 
my ſaying, that I think I deſerve the love of 
Ferdinand better than Melantha, can poſſibly 
prove me . array; of ſo large a ſhare of vanitx, 
as you, O ye Cx, are ready to lay to my 
chatte. But, ſuppoſing me TR ſo Vain, your. 
concluſion | 


8 
. 


naturally te follow. If 
merable as the ſands of the ſea; if I have not one 


7 


ebnclafton that vanity is the "FR i 


7} 


Te 


tive to the human mind doth not appear to me 
; "faults were as innus 


virtue, but on the contrary am poſſeſſed of 
every vice inthe catalogue ; trutk will never- 
theleſs ſteadily keep her own place; and as far as 
my judgment goes, I wilk always bear, her teſti x 
mony, and not by any hocus pocus tricks endea- i 


 wour to turn vice into virtue, or fallacy inte 


truth. It. is this defire of bending all things ts 
our on purpoſes, which turns them into con- 
fuſion, and is the, chief * of every error in 
our lives. 


1 fay; I depended on che judg ment of Ferdi- 


and to diſtinguiſh between me and Melantha, 


who beſt deſerved his love.. Nor do I think! 
there is more vanity in doing juſtice to ones ſelf,” 


| than doing Juſtice to anotber. T was truly ſen- 


ſible of the real merit of Ferdinand 'andfroms3 
being able to diſtinguiffi his vrue character, 1 


eſteemed him abovealfimankind. My own na- 


tural taſte induced me tolike him, and from the 
kindneſs and innecence of his behaviour 1 loved 
him with the utmoſt warmth of gratirude. His: 
Happineſs Cas 1 have repeatedly; ſaid): was the 
Krongelt and moſt: foreible wiſh of my foul +7 


And althò' in his purſuit of happineſs 1 had been 


forced to loſe ſo great a. pleaſure as the enjoy- 


ment of his company, had he attained his pur- 
ſuit, my firſt wiſh muſt have been gratified. 
Were we ſeparated never to meet again by the 


i diſtance of a thouſand miles, yet muſt the hear- - 


ing of his proſperity give me the moſt ſenuible 
pleaſure; {now the word impoſſible” ra. echꝰ a 


e the Hen wh wo to have OTA 


185 3 

dt the expence of knowing that I was a U 
to him, or in any way the cauſe: of his uneaſi - 
neſs: was he to conceal the truth as much as; 


peſſible, and inſtead of upbraiding me to make | 5 


it his buſineſs to indulge and gratify me, yet 
ſhould I be very miſerable and unhapyy, _ 

Now the Ca v, unable longer id contain 

themſelves, threw forth a loud affirmation, that 
what Portia defcribed was not in nature; that it 


Vas all refined nonſenſe, and that no huntan be- 


ing ever yet had ſuch a way of thinking. 
Portia. How eaſily ſhould I have gained 
credit in relating what paſſed within my own. 


mind, had not you, O ye Cry, known your- 


ſelves, and found in your own hearts the impoſ- 


Abbie of thinking or acting in the ſame man- 
"ut with all the ridicule you attempt to 


| throw on my words, you only prove to me that, 


in ſpite of your inclinations to the contrary, you 


in fact admire what you pretend to deſpiſe. 
| Portia could never ſay any thing more certain 
of raiſing all the TuRBA in the minds of the 


Cx, than by thus repeatedly informing them 
that their hearts were no more concealed from 


others than from themſelves, In the height of 
their rage they uſed many expreſſions to proye 
her in the wrong, which (as is commonly the 
_ caſe with indulged paſſions) clearly proved her 
to be in the right. _ 
Portia, For all what 1 have ſaid ſeems 15 
| . to your ears, yet doth it amount to 
no more than a plain confeſſion, that with an 
| honeſt ſimplicity of heart I really loved Ferdi- 
nand; and what I have deſcribed of myſelf is 
but a _ deſcription of the natural progreſs of true 
love in the mind, — Whenever: any paſſion, to 
. — 1 © > 


I 
. 4 8 


1 29% 


; which tia 1 of love i 1s given, wanders ding 
another road, it is my unalterable opinion that 
the name is falſely given. Lo vx diſclainis its 


acquaintance, and pRIDE or DESIRE, or both, 


Walking n in Ht, Kerry Juſtly claim it as all 
their own. re - 

" 1K Melantha' 8 eſteein for Ferdihdnl was built bn. 
that tottering foundation, the opinion of others: 

her love for him was confined within the ſelfiſh 


narrow bounds of wiſhing to make him the inſtru- 
ment of her own pleaſures: her liking to him at 


the moſt went no farther than aceidental deſire, 5 


raiſed by the general law of attraction, and 


caught in the road of endeavouring to gratify her 
| vanity : therefore, plainly ſeeing all this, I could 


not but think that in the balance I beſt deſerved 


the love of Ferdinand. Vet, at that very time 
(load them, O ye Ca; with refinement as 


much as you pleaſe) theſe were my real thoughts, 


and theſe ſort mw er den 'paſled, in 
"my; mind. e 15 


T think myſelf, 'tis true in fone! aire de- 


ferving the love of Ferdinand: but in the end, 


ſhould he on reflexion prefer Melantha, fo un- 
bounded is my confidence in his judgment, that 
I ſhall be dubious: of myſelf. And altho? Tam 


certain that I ami not miſtaken in what paſſes in 


my own breaſt concerning him, yet I ſhall ſuſ- 


pect that I have fallen into a common error, and 
have ſuffered my own paſſions to drive me head- 


long on to miſtake Melantha. Noro we are af- 


feetdly humbled, faid the Cx x.] But, when I 


examine myſelf, and reflect that Ferdinand of 


all mankind is my fixed choice, that altho* the 
whole world was to be ſo blinded as to imagine 
him a an idiot, yet 8 822 my opinion be as a rock 
immove- 


% 


immoveable: : C e and flubbornneſs tber 
| uppermoſt i in the thoughts of the Cx y] that altho* if 
_ diſtreſs of every kind, poverty, and its almoſt 
_ conſtant attendant contempt, was to take ever 
ſo ſtrong hold of him; yet would I chuſe to 
ſhare his diſtreſs, and afiduouſly to uſe my ut- 
moſt endeavours: to lighten his misfortunes, ras 
ther than to be placed by any other on the highs 
eſt ſummit of human grandeur and glory — 
When on the other hand I think, nay am cer- 
tain, unleſs the ſtrongeſt prejudice | blinds. my 


— 


l 


eyes, that any one man amongſt ten thouſand 
(provided her beſt friend was her rival) would 


pleaſe Melantha full as well; and that if Ferdi- o 
nand was to loſe the reputation of his under- 


ſtanding, her love would inſtantly vaniſn; that 


ſhe would not chuſe to ſhare his misfortunes, but, 


with the contempt of the reſt of the world, he 


muſt unavoidably experience that of Melanthas 

I confeſs when I made this; compariſon, and yet 
fancied that Ferdinand in his heart preferred 
Melantha, a refractory notion ſometimes at- 
tempted to ariſe in my mind, implying, tis a 


little hard ;”” and this notion I could not help 


accompanying with a ſigh: but as ſoon as I had 


the power of reflexion, knowing that the mind 


is not in a proper diſpoſition whilſt, it is inclined 
to imagine itſelf dealt hardly with, L always took 
this notion by the head and ſhoulders, and with 


my utmoſt reſolution caſt it out as matter of df⸗ 


The Cav now began to play over all e a; 


poſtures, and to ſignify to each other a new diſ- 


covery juſt come to their knowledge; and this 


was no other than that Portia's laſt words 


amounted to an abſolute contradiction of all her. 
Thy i 0 „ former 5 


bo are e to heir own cla — | 
_ Fortia had by implication fully informed „ 8 
that ſhe was Fe at that time with u raging 
_ Jealouſy. againſt Melantha; that ſhe felt the _ 
ſſmarpeſt indignation againſt Ferdinand for daring 
to think himſelf at liberty to like whom he _ 
_ pleaſed; and, in ſhort, that all thoſe: paſſions, t6 
_ which Porti ia had a little before ſo reſolutely re- 
fuſed to give the name of love, had ak full 
poſſeſſion of her whole ſoul. They made uſe of 

their wonted arguments, ſuch as clametrs, OW 5 

Se. not to convince Portia, but to juſtify, as 
they fancied, their ſeveral acoulations which _ 
they knew really to be falſe; and it was that 
knowledge which induced the bitterneſs of their : 
e in ſuch their accuſations. 5 

Pon ria. An intruding notion, which was : 

- carefully watched in its firſt rife, which was im 
mediately as well as reſolutely thrown out, al- 
though the love of Ferdinand was in the balance, 
and which produced alſo nothing more than + 
riſing ſigh preſſed back to my own boſom, hath 
no more real likeneſs to raging jealouſy and 
_ frantic fury, than have thoſe turbulent paſſions 
to true and gentle love. But once reſolved, O 
ve Cay, to chain down truth on the ſide of 

ir own inclinations, with what an unlimited 
Faith do ye give credit to the moſt glaring abſur- 
dities, and the moſt abſolute contradictions! Oh 
that you had never known, no not even had the 
" leaft ſuſpicion of yourſelves! that you had really 
believed yourſelves poſſeſſed of all goodneſs and 
wiſdom! How much inveterate malice would 
then be ſpared,” and what an immenſe way 
Dom it go in MADY the tormenting en "8 
rom £ 


* Py z — TEE N n 5 | n N ; n 


art thou to be preferred before every degree. of 8 
1 ge, ſhort! of that real wiſdom which - _ 
mer 17 0 faults, Or cas e with 


N x 
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r- account of Me- 


for a fart. 
Eo x ſecretly 
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